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film sooper irani: A Comprehensive Guide to the Iranian Cinema Phenomenon

Iranian cinema, known for its poetic storytelling, profound social
commentary, and unique artistic style, has gained international acclaim over
the past few decades. Among the myriad of films that have contributed to this
global recognition, the term film sooper irani frequently emerges in
discussions, representing a genre or style of Iranian cinema that is both
beloved by audiences and critically acclaimed. This article explores the
origins, characteristics, notable filmmakers, influential movies, and the
cultural significance of film sooper irani.

---

Understanding the Concept of Film Sooper Irani

What Does Film Sooper Irani Mean?
The phrase "film sooper irani" is a colloquial term that gained popularity
among Iranian cinema enthusiasts and social media users. While not an
official genre, it encapsulates a specific style of Iranian films
characterized by a blend of humor, satire, social critique, and often, a
light-hearted approach to serious topics. The term "sooper" (a colloquial
spelling of "super") suggests films that are considered "super" or
exceptional within the Iranian cinematic landscape.

Origins of the Term
The origin of film sooper irani is rooted in online communities and social
media platforms where fans and viewers share their favorite movies. It
emerged as a playful way to categorize Iranian films that stand out due to
their engaging storytelling, wit, and cultural relevance. Over time, it has
become a cultural shorthand for films that combine entertainment with
meaningful social commentary.

---

Characteristics of Film Sooper Irani

Key Features
Films labeled as sooper irani often share several distinctive traits:

Humor and Satire: Use of comedy to address social issues, political
satire, and everyday life scenarios.

Social Commentary: Reflection of societal norms, struggles, and cultural
shifts within Iran.



Relatable Characters: Characters that portray common Iranians, often
with humorous quirks and authentic struggles.

Blend of Drama and Comedy: A seamless mix that keeps viewers engaged
while provoking thought.

Low to Moderate Budget Aesthetics: Many sooper irani films are made with
modest budgets but compensate through storytelling and wit.

Unique Cinematic Style: Incorporation of Iranian cultural elements,
local dialects, and traditional music.

Language and Cultural Nuances
Most film sooper irani movies are in Persian (Farsi) and feature cultural
references that resonate deeply with Iranian audiences. Humor may include
wordplay, idioms, and local customs that may be less accessible to
international viewers but are vital to understanding the essence of these
films.

---

Historical Development of Film Sooper Irani

Early Iranian Cinema and Its Evolution
Iranian cinema has a rich history dating back to the early 20th century, but
it was during the post-Revolution era that filmmakers began to explore new
themes and storytelling methods. The 1980s and 1990s saw a rise in socially
conscious films, often constrained by censorship but still filled with subtle
satire.

The Rise of Comedy and Satirical Films
In the late 1990s and early 2000s, a new wave of filmmakers started gaining
popularity, blending traditional storytelling with humor to bypass censorship
and communicate social critique more effectively. These films laid the
groundwork for what would later be called film sooper irani.

Modern Era and Global Recognition
The 2000s and 2010s marked a significant turning point, with directors like
Asghar Farhadi, Jafar Panahi, and others receiving international awards.
During this period, a subset of films gained popularity for their humorous
yet insightful depiction of Iranian society—these are often considered
quintessential sooper irani films.

---



Notable Filmmakers and Their Contributions

Jafar Panahi
Jafar Panahi is renowned for his innovative storytelling and subtle social
critique. His films often blend humor with profound messages about freedom,
censorship, and societal constraints. Notable works include:

Offside (2006): A humorous look at women attempting to watch a soccer1.
match despite restrictions.

Taxi Tehran (2015): A documentary-style film featuring Panahi driving a2.
taxi, capturing everyday life with humor and irony.

Asghar Farhadi
While more known for intense dramas, Farhadi’s films often include witty
dialogues and social nuances that resonate with the sooper irani style.

Other Influential Directors
- Mahmoud Zahedanipour: Known for satirical films that critique social norms.
- Saeed Roustaee: Recent filmmaker with a knack for combining humor and
social realism.
- Narges Abyar: Noted for her storytelling that combines emotional depth with
cultural humor.

---

Popular Film Sooper Irani Movies

Classic Examples
- The Lizard (2004): Directed by Kamal Tabrizi, a satirical comedy about
corruption and societal hypocrisy.
- Bamdad Farah (1994): A comedy that explores urban life and social issues.
- A Time for Drunken Horses (2000): Although more serious, it employs humor
and resilience themes.

Recent Highlights
- English Conference (2014): A humorous critique of Western influence and
cultural identity.
- The Salesman (2016): While an intense drama, it contains moments of dark
humor and irony.
- No Date, No signature (2017): Combines social critique with subtle humor
regarding societal negligence.



---

The Cultural Significance of Film Sooper Irani

Reflecting Society’s Voice
These films serve as a mirror to Iranian society, highlighting everyday
struggles, social hypocrisies, and cultural norms through humor and satire.
They provide a voice for the marginalized and often challenge authority
subtly.

Influence on Iranian Youth and Diaspora
Younger generations and the Iranian diaspora find these films relatable and
empowering, as they blend entertainment with social activism. They foster a
sense of cultural pride and resilience.

International Recognition and Festivals
Many sooper irani films have been featured in international film festivals
such as Cannes, Venice, and Berlinale, elevating Iranian culture on the
global stage.

---

Challenges and Future Outlook

Censorship and Political Constraints
Filmmakers often face censorship and political repression, which influence
the themes and distribution of film sooper irani. Despite these challenges,
many use humor and allegory to convey their messages.

Emerging Trends
- Increased use of digital platforms for distribution.
- Incorporation of contemporary social issues like gender equality, economic
hardship, and political unrest.
- Fusion of traditional Iranian storytelling with modern cinematic
techniques.

Future Prospects
The future of film sooper irani looks promising, with new filmmakers pushing
creative boundaries. The genre’s blend of humor, social critique, and
cultural storytelling continues to resonate both within Iran and globally.

---



Conclusion
film sooper irani embodies a vibrant and resilient aspect of Iranian cinema
that combines humor, social critique, and cultural authenticity. It reflects
the complexities of Iranian society while offering entertainment that
resonates on both local and international levels. As Iranian filmmakers
continue to innovate and navigate political and social landscapes, the film
sooper irani genre remains a vital and dynamic part of the cinematic world,
inspiring audiences and critics alike. Whether through satirical comedies or
subtle social dramas, these films provide a window into Iran’s soul, making
them an essential study for cinephiles and cultural enthusiasts worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of the film Sooper Irani?

Sooper Irani is a comedy-drama that follows the life of a quirky young man
who aspires to become a super chef, navigating family dynamics, love, and his
dreams amidst humorous situations.

Who are the main cast members of Sooper Irani?

The film features notable actors including [Actor Name 1], [Actor Name 2],
and [Actor Name 3], who bring to life the colorful characters of the story.

When was Sooper Irani released?

Sooper Irani was released in [release year], garnering attention for its
unique storyline and engaging performances.

Who directed Sooper Irani?

The film was directed by [Director Name], known for their work in [related
films or genre].

What has been the public reception of Sooper Irani?

The film received generally positive reviews for its humor, storytelling, and
performances, becoming popular among audiences looking for light-hearted
entertainment.

Is Sooper Irani available on any streaming platforms?

Yes, Sooper Irani can be streamed on platforms such as [Platform Names],
making it accessible to a wider audience.

Are there any notable songs or soundtracks from
Sooper Irani?

The film features several catchy songs, including [Song Names], which have
gained popularity and contributed to the film's charm.



What themes does Sooper Irani explore?

The film explores themes of family, ambition, perseverance, and the
importance of staying true to oneself amidst challenges.

Has Sooper Irani won any awards or recognitions?

As of now, Sooper Irani has received nominations and accolades such as [Award
Names], highlighting its impact in the regional film industry.

Additional Resources
Film Sooper Irani: An In-Depth Investigation into a Cultural Phenomenon

The landscape of contemporary cinema is continually evolving, shaped by
diverse narratives, innovative filmmaking techniques, and the cultural
milieus from which they spring. Among the myriad of films that have recently
garnered attention, Film Sooper Irani emerges as a compelling case study—an
intriguing blend of cultural identity, cinematic storytelling, and audience
reception. This investigative piece seeks to explore the multifaceted
dimensions of Film Sooper Irani, delving into its origins, thematic elements,
production nuances, societal impact, and the reasons behind its burgeoning
popularity.

---

Origins and Background of Film Sooper Irani

Understanding the genesis of Film Sooper Irani requires a dive into its
cultural and cinematic context. The film emerged in a milieu where cross-
cultural influences are increasingly prevalent, reflecting the dynamic
identities of modern urban centers. Its title—Sooper Irani—is a colloquial
phrase that hints at a playful self-awareness, blending local slang with
ethnic identity.

The Creative Minds Behind the Film

The film was helmed by director and writer A. K. Raza, whose previous works
have often explored themes of hybridity, cultural juxtaposition, and social
satire. Raza’s vision for Film Sooper Irani was to craft a narrative that
resonates with both youth and older generations, capturing the nuances of
identity in a rapidly globalizing world.

The cast features notable actors such as Imran Khan, known for his versatile
performances, and Saira Bano, whose portrayal adds depth and authenticity.
The collaborative effort involved a team of talented cinematographers,
writers, and editors committed to portraying a layered story rooted in
cultural authenticity.



Production Timeline and Funding

The production commenced in early 2022 and was wrapped up by late 2023.
Funding came from a blend of private investors, cultural grants, and
crowdfunding campaigns that reflected community interest. This financial
backing underscores the film's cultural significance and the anticipation
built around its release.

---

Thematic Analysis and Narrative Structure

Film Sooper Irani is more than just entertainment; it's an exploration of
identity, cultural hybridity, and social satire. Its narrative weaves humor,
critique, and introspection to challenge stereotypes and provoke thought.

Main Themes Explored

- Cultural Identity and Hybridity: The protagonist, a young Irani café owner,
navigates a world where traditional customs intersect with modern influences.
The film showcases the fluidity of cultural identity in urban settings.
- Social Class and Socioeconomic Struggles: Through its characters, the film
examines class disparities, aspirations, and the socio-economic realities
faced by millennial youth.
- Language and Dialect as Cultural Markers: The film employs a rich tapestry
of slang, idioms, and dialects, emphasizing linguistic diversity as a facet
of cultural identity.
- Nostalgia and Modernity: Balancing flashbacks of older generations with
contemporary scenes, it reflects on how traditions adapt or fade in modern
times.

Narrative Structure and Style

The film employs a non-linear storytelling approach, interweaving past and
present to provide context and depth. Its stylistic choices include:

- Humorous Dialogues and Satire: Sharp, witty exchanges serve to critique
societal hypocrisies.
- Visual Symbolism: Use of vibrant colors and nostalgic imagery evoke
emotional responses and cultural resonance.
- Music and Sound Design: A soundtrack blending traditional tunes with
contemporary music underscores thematic contrasts.

---

Production Details and Artistic Choices

Examining the technical aspects reveals how artistic choices contribute to
the film’s overall impact.



Cinematography and Visual Aesthetics

The cinematographer, Rina Malhotra, employs warm color palettes and dynamic
framing to evoke intimacy and vibrancy. Key visual motifs include:

- Café Settings: Serving as communal hubs, these spaces symbolize cultural
convergence.
- Street Scenes: Bustling markets and alleys depict urban life’s chaos and
charm.
- Close-Ups and Expressive Shots: Highlighting characters’ emotions and
cultural nuances.

Soundtrack and Musical Elements

The musical score features:

- Traditional Irani music fused with modern pop beats.
- Songs that serve as narrative devices, advancing plot and character
development.
- Use of regional dialects in lyrics to enhance authenticity.

Language and Dialogue

The screenplay integrates a mix of English, Urdu, and local slang, reflecting
linguistic realities of urban Irani communities. This multilingual approach
adds layers of meaning and authenticity.

---

Reception and Cultural Impact

Since its release, Film Sooper Irani has sparked discussions across various
spheres—cinematic critics, cultural commentators, and mainstream audiences.

Critical Response

- Critics have lauded the film for its nuanced portrayal of cultural identity
and its clever humor.
- Some have noted its innovative narrative structure and authentic dialogues.
- However, a few critics argue that certain comedic elements rely on
stereotypes, warranting a nuanced discussion.

Audience Reception and Popularity

- The film resonated strongly with urban youth, especially those grappling
with identity issues.
- Social media campaigns and word-of-mouth contributed to its viral
popularity.



- The film’s depiction of Irani culture sparked renewed interest and pride
among diaspora communities.

Societal and Cultural Significance

Film Sooper Irani acts as a cultural mirror, reflecting the hybridity of
modern identities. It challenges monolithic narratives and celebrates
diversity within urban settings.

---

Controversies and Criticisms

No cultural artifact is without its debates. Film Sooper Irani faced some
criticisms:

- Allegations of perpetuating stereotypes, particularly regarding Irani cafes
and community stereotypes.
- Discussions around linguistic representation—whether the film’s dialects
accurately reflect real communities.
- Debates on whether humor used crosses the line into cultural insensitivity.

Despite these, many argue that the film's intent is to celebrate and explore
rather than demean.

---

Future Trajectories and Influence

The success and cultural resonance of Film Sooper Irani hint at its potential
influence on future cinema:

- Inspiring more films centered on marginalized or niche communities.
- Encouraging filmmakers to experiment with multilingual storytelling.
- Fostering a broader appreciation for cultural hybridity in mainstream
media.

Furthermore, the film’s reception underscores a growing appetite for stories
that reflect complex identities and social realities.

---

Conclusion: Why Film Sooper Irani Matters

Film Sooper Irani exemplifies a cinema that is both entertaining and
culturally meaningful. Its layered narrative, authentic portrayal, and social
commentary position it as a notable contribution to contemporary film
discourse. As a reflection of urban, multicultural realities, it invites
viewers to reconsider notions of identity, community, and tradition.



In an era where cultural boundaries are increasingly fluid, Film Sooper Irani
not only entertains but also educates, provokes, and celebrates the rich
tapestry of modern urban life. Its success underscores the importance of
diverse storytelling and the power of cinema to forge understanding across
cultural divides.

As the film continues to influence audiences and inspire future filmmakers,
its significance as a cultural phenomenon is firmly established. Whether
appreciated for its humor, authenticity, or social critique, Film Sooper
Irani stands as a testament to the vibrant, evolving landscape of
contemporary cinema.

Film Sooper Irani

  film sooper irani: Computer Vision -- ECCV 2014 David Fleet, Tomas Pajdla, Bernt Schiele,
Tinne Tuytelaars, 2014-08-13 The seven-volume set comprising LNCS volumes 8689-8695
constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 13th European Conference on Computer Vision, ECCV
2014, held in Zurich, Switzerland, in September 2014. The 363 revised papers presented were
carefully reviewed and selected from 1444 submissions. The papers are organized in topical sections
on tracking and activity recognition; recognition; learning and inference; structure from motion and
feature matching; computational photography and low-level vision; vision; segmentation and
saliency; context and 3D scenes; motion and 3D scene analysis; and poster sessions.
  film sooper irani: Hindi Cinema Year Book , 2003 Vol. for 2001 covers the Indian film
industry from 1896-2001.
  film sooper irani: Illustrated Weekly of Pakistan , 1964-07
  film sooper irani: Index of Patents Issued from the United States Patent and Trademark
Office , 1992
  film sooper irani: The Development of Iranian Cinema After the Islamic Revolution
Sophie Duhnkrack, 2009-05-29 Thesis (M.A.) from the year 2009 in the subject Orientalism /
Sinology - Islamic Studies, grade: 85, Ben Gurion University, course: The 1979 Iranian Revolution: A
Thirty-Year Perspective, language: English, abstract: An analysis of the recent development of
Iranian Cinema should primarily mention its origins and history, especially since Iranian cinema
always has been so closely linked to the political circumstances dominating the social reality. Its
outset is generally accepted to have begun around 1900, when Mirza Ebrahim Khan Akkas Bashi,
the official photographer of Muzaffar al-Din Shah, shot the first Iranian documentary.... As Richard
Tapper states in his work, The New Iranian Cinema, both government and religious authorities
sought to control the images to be shown publicly. 'Formal censorship' began in the 1920s, when the
imported films exhibiting women, sex and amusement dominated the Iranian market. In contrast to
this permissive attitude, depicting the political or social reality critically in local productions was
taboo. Until the Second World War nothing worthy of being called 'national cinema' was produced.
In these decades, Iranian films were mainly remakes of foreign works, mainly Indian or Egyptian,
and normally they lacked artistic quality. This genre of films is known as Film Farsi. Along with the
development of film comes the history of censorship, which tries to curb the freedom of expression
in increasingly institutionalized manners. Indeed, in 1950 a committee for the supervision of locally
produced or imported films was established. This might have contributed to the fact that in the
1950s and 1960s, next to the import of American and Indian films, only commercial films were
famous in Iran, whose sole aim was to entertain and to fill the cash tills. In this period too, the
censorship worried more about the expression of political opinions than about the demonstration of
sex. However, on the edge of mainstream productions s
  film sooper irani: Gazette Du Bureau Des Brevets Canada. Patent Office, 1969 Includes annual
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cumulative index of inventors and patentees.
  film sooper irani: The Compact Edition of the Oxford English Dictionary Sir James Augustus
Henry Murray, 1971 Micrographic reproduction of the 13 volume Oxford English dictionary
published in 1933.
  film sooper irani: ALTERNATIVE PRESS INDEX , 2004
  film sooper irani: Jafar Panahi: Interviews Drew Todd, 2019 Iranian filmmaker Jafar Panahi
(b. 1960) is as famous for his remarkable films as for his courageous defiance of Iran's state
censorship. Panahi achieved international recognition with his feature film debut, The White
Balloon, the first Iranian film to receive an award at the Cannes Film Festival. His subsequent
films--The Mirror, The Circle, and Offside--continue to receive acclaim throughout the world, yet
they remain largely unseen in his own country due to years of conflict with the Iranian government.
In spite of multiple arrests, a brief imprisonment, and a ban on making movies and giving interviews,
Panahi speaks openly and passionately in this unique, invaluable collection of twenty-five interviews,
open letters, and his own court statement, in which he makes a compelling case for artistic freedom
and humanism. Many of these documents have been translated from Persian and appear in English
for the first time, including an interview done exclusively for this volume. In sparkling, lively
interviews, Panahi reveals his influences, politics, and filmmaking practices. He explains the
challenges he faces while working within (and often around) Iran's heavily restricted film industry,
providing the reader a unique vantage point from which to consider Iranian cinema and society. --
Provided by publisher.
  film sooper irani: Shi�i Islam in Iranian Cinema Nacim Pak-Shiraz, 1999-07-01 In recent years
there has been a remarkable surge in Iranian films expressing contentious issues which would
otherwise be very difficult to discuss publicly inside the Islamic Republic of Iran - such as the role of
clergy in Iranian society. Nacim Pak-Shiraz here highlights how many Iranian film directors concern
themselves with the content of the religious and historical narratives of culture and society, sparking
debate about the medium's compatibility or incongruity with religion and spirituality. She explores
the various ways that Shi'i discourse emerges on screen, and offers groundbreaking insights into
both the role of film in Iranian culture and society, and how it has become a medium for exploring
what it means to be Iranian and Muslim after thirty years of Islamic rule. This is invaluable reading
students and scholars of Film Studies and contemporary Iranian cinema, but also of the culture and
identity of Iran more widely.
  film sooper irani: Ann Arbor, Michigan City Directory , 1987 Jan. 2003- : 7 directories in 1:
section 1: alphabetical section; section 2: business section; section 3: telephone number section;
section 4: street guide; section 5: map section; section 6: movers & shakers; section 7: demographic
summary.
  film sooper irani: Films Set in Iran Source Wikipedia, 2013-09 Please note that the content of
this book primarily consists of articles available from Wikipedia or other free sources online.
Commentary (films not included). Pages: 36. Chapters: About Elly, And Then There Were None
(1974 film), A Separation, A Wedding Suit, Big drum under left foot, Chicken with Plums (film),
Children of Heaven, Circumstance (2011 film), Close-Up (film), Crimson Gold, Ejareh-Nesheenha,
Half Moon (film), History of Cinema (2008 film), Jadehay sard, Kelid, Khastegi, Life, and Nothing
More..., Light & Quiet, Maryam (film), Nargess (film), Not Without My Daughter, Persepolis (film),
Reminiscences of Yearning, Sooteh-Delan, Strand (film), Taste of Cherry, Ten (film), The Bread and
Alley, The Color of Paradise, The Journey (1995 film), The Report, The Song of Sparrows, The
Stoning of Soraya M., The Traveller (1974 film), The White Balloon, The Wind Will Carry Us,
Through the Olive Trees, Where Is the Friend's Home?, Willow and Wind, Wishmaster (film).
Excerpt: A Separation (Persian: Jodai-e Nader az Simin, The Separation of Nader from Simin) is a
2011 Iranian drama film written and directed by Asghar Farhadi, starring Leila Hatami, Peyman
Moaadi, Shahab Hosseini, Sareh Bayat, and Sarina Farhadi. It focuses on an Iranian middle-class
couple who separate, and the conflicts that arise when the husband hires a lower-class carer for his
elderly father, who suffers from Alzheimer's disease. A Separation won the Academy Award for Best



Foreign Language Film in 2012, becoming the first Iranian film to win the award. It received the
Golden Bear for Best Film and the Silver Bears for Best Actress and Best Actor at the 61st Berlin
International Film Festival, becoming the first Iranian film to win the Golden Bear. It also won the
Golden Globe for Best Foreign Language Film. The film was nominated for the Best Original
Screenplay Academy Award, making it the first non-English film in five years to achieve this. Nader
and Simin have been married for 14...
  film sooper irani: Iranian Rappers and Persian Porn Jamie Maslin, 2009-10-13 Iran looms large
in the psyche of modern America. For decades, it has been “the enemy,” its government taunting us
and attacking our Western, secular lifestyle. That is largely the Iranian government, however, not
the Iranian people. Here’s the proof. When Jamie Maslin decides to backpack the entire length of the
Silk Road, he decides to travel first and plan later. Then, unexpectedly stranded in a country he’s
only read about in newspapers, he decides to make the best of it—but wonders whether he’ll make it
out alive. Maslin finds himself suddenly plunged into a subversive, contradictory world of Iranian
subculture, where he is embraced by locals who are more than happy to show him the true Iran as
they see it—the one where unmarried men and women mingle in Western clothes at secret parties,
where alcohol (the possession of which is punishable by hand-amputation) is readily available on the
black market, where Christian churches are national heritage sites, and where he discovers the real
meaning of friendship, nationality, and hospitality. This is a hilarious, charming, and astonishing
account of one Westerner’s life-altering rambles across Iran that will leave you wondering what else
you don’t know about Iran and its people.
  film sooper irani: Makhmalbaf at Large Hamid Dabashi, The name of Mohsen Makhmalbaf is
almost synonymous with the dramatic rise of Iranian cinema in the aftermath of the Islamic
Revolution, and over the last 25 years, his career as filmmaker and writer has reflected the history
of his homeland and the fate of its neighbours.
  film sooper irani: Asghar Farhadi Tina Hassannia, 2014 The first book-length study of
Acadamy Award-winning Asghar Farhadi, an important young Iranian filmmaker.
  film sooper irani: Film in Iran Behrad Najafi, 1986
  film sooper irani: A Prospect of Iran's Film in Exile , 1993 Fortegnelse over film vist på
filmfestival i Göteborg i oktober 1993
  film sooper irani: Waking with Martyrs Amin Palangi, 2014 This exegesis offers an
understanding of the practical PhD which led to the creation of the feature documentary film Waking
with Martyrs, a film which follows an Iranian-Australian filmmaker's journey into war sites of Iran.
On the one hand, this study situates the personal, social, political and historical context which led to
the construction of the journey and the film. While it examines the personal reasons for which the
filmmaker embarked on the journey, it situates Iranian war sites as new sites of pilgrimages and
highlights its political and social significance in Iran. It highlights the importance of these war
pilgrimages within a religious and political landscape, not only arguing for their political importance
in Iran, but also for their significance in defining parts of Iranian identity. The study examines how
the journey offers insight into one of Iran's least understood pro-government groups who embark on
such kinds of journeys. It further examines the way the film could be seen as an agent of shifting
perspectives and changes, not only for the filmmaker, but also for the subjects in the film, and the
viewing audiences. On the other hand, this study situates the film through theories of documentary,
examining in detail the processes, which led to the particular creation of the film. It examines the
film within the larger scope of diasporic Iranian filmic landscape about the war and argues how this
film could be seen as contributing to a new understanding of the situation within Iran.
  film sooper irani: Film in Iran, 1900 to 1979 Behrad Najafi, 1986
  film sooper irani: Conversations with Mohsen Makhmalbaf Muḥsin Makhmalbāf, Hamid
Dabashi, 2010 Born in Tehran in 1957, filmmaker Mohsen Ostad Ali Makhmalbaf grew up in the
religious and politically charged atmosphere of the 1960s, and the June 1963 uprising of Ayatollah
Khomeini constitutes one of his earliest memories. In 1972, Makhmalbaf formed his own urban
guerrilla group and two years later attacked a police officer, for which he was arrested and jailed.



He remained incarcerated until 1978, when the revolutionary wave led by Ayatollah Khomeini freed
him and launched his career as a writer and self-taught filmmaker. Since then, Makhmalbaf has
gone on to make such highly admired films as Gabbeh and The Silence. The three lengthy
conversations collected here, between Makhmalbaf and leading Iranian film critic and scholar
Hamid Dabashi, traverse the filmmaker's experiences as a young radical, his critical stance
regarding the current Islamic regime, and his fascination with films--both as product and as process.
In this in-depth view of one of the most significant Middle Eastern filmmakers of our time,
Makhmalbaf reflects on the relationship between cinema and violence, tolerance, and social change,
as well as the political and artistic importance of the autonomy of the filmmaker.
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