which period was known for sexual
intrigue and decadence

Which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence?

Throughout history, certain eras have become synonymous with excess,
intrigue, and a decadent appetite for pleasure. Among these, the Renaissance
period, particularly the Italian Renaissance, stands out as a time when
sexual intrigue and decadence flourished among the courts of Europe. This
era, spanning roughly from the 14th to the 17th century, was marked by a
flourishing of art, culture, and intellectual pursuits, but also by a notable
embrace of sensual pleasures, secret liaisons, and moral ambiguities. To
understand which period was known for such decadence, it is essential to
explore the social, cultural, and artistic contexts that fostered an
environment ripe for intrigue and indulgence.

The Renaissance: A Cultural and Sensual
Revolution

The Renaissance, meaning "rebirth" in French, was a transformative period
that bridged the Middle Ages and the modern age. It was characterized not
only by groundbreaking developments in art, science, and philosophy but also
by a notable shift in societal attitudes toward sexuality and pleasure. The
courts of Italy, especially Florence, Venice, and Rome, became epicenters of
luxury, political intrigue, and sexual exploration.

The Role of Art and Literature in Celebrating
Sensuality

One of the defining features of the Renaissance was its celebration of
humanism, which emphasized the beauty and complexity of the human experience.
Artists and writers often explored themes of love, desire, and sexuality,
sometimes cloaked in allegory or myth.

e Artists like Sandro Botticelli and Titian depicted sensual figures and
erotic themes in their works, pushing the boundaries of social
acceptability.

e Literary works by authors like Pietro Aretino were notorious for their
frank discussions of sexuality and scandalous content.

e The invention of the printing press facilitated the spread of erotic



literature and provocative images across Europe, fueling intrigue and
fascination.

Courts as Hubs of Sexual Intrigue and Decadence

European courts during the Renaissance became notorious for their decadent
lifestyles, where nobles engaged in elaborate, often secretive, romantic and
sexual relationships.

e The Medici family in Florence were patrons of the arts but also reputed
for their complex personal entanglements and political machinations
involving love affairs.

e Venetian society was famed for its libertine culture, with courtesans
and secret liaisons forming an integral part of social life.

e Rome's papal court was not immune to scandals involving sexuality, with

stories of clandestine meetings and romantic escapades among the clergy
and nobility.

Decadence and Moral Ambiguity

While the Renaissance celebrated human beauty and pleasure, it also harbored
a complex moral landscape. Many figures engaged in scandalous behavior, often
blending political ambition with sensual pursuits.

e Historians note the prevalence of secret marriages, illegitimate
children, and extramarital affairs among the ruling classes.

e Some Renaissance figures, such as the infamous Duke of Ferrara, were
known for their extravagant lifestyles and numerous romantic conquests.

e The period's art and literature often blurred the lines between virtue
and vice, reflecting a society fascinated by decadence.

The Belle Epoque: An Age of Opulence and Erotic



Adventure

While the Renaissance is often associated with artistic achievement, the late
19th and early 20th centuries' Belle Epoque (roughly 1871 to 1914) also
earned a reputation for decadence and sexual intrigue. This era, marked by
prosperity and cultural flourishing in France, especially Paris, was
characterized by a permissive attitude toward sexuality and social excess.

Social and Cultural Atmosphere of the Belle Epoque

Paris became a magnet for artists, writers, and bohemians seeking pleasure
and new experiences. The city’s vibrant nightlife, cabarets, and salons
fostered an environment where sexual curiosity was openly explored.

e Cabarets like Moulin Rouge became centers of entertainment, where
sensual performances and provocative shows captivated audiences.

e Literature and art reflected a fascination with eroticism, often
challenging Victorian moral standards.

e Prostitution and erotic photography flourished, with many women working
as courtesans or models for artists.

Decadent Lifestyle and Artistic Expression

The Belle Epoque was also characterized by a fascination with decadence, with
wealthy elites indulging in luxury, fashion, and sensual pleasures.

e Figures like Marcel Proust and Oscar Wilde embodied the era’s flirtation
with decadence and aestheticism.

e The rise of Art Nouveau, with its flowing lines and sensual motifs,
reflected an obsession with beauty and eroticism.

e Nightclubs, secret societies, and clandestine relationships contributed
to an atmosphere of intrigue and moral ambiguity.



The Roaring Twenties: Jazz, Liberation, and
Sexual Freedom

Following the devastation of World War I, the 1920s, often called the Roaring
Twenties, emerged as a time of cultural upheaval, liberation, and decadence.
Doctrines of morality shifted rapidly, leading to a period marked by sexual
intrigue and social experimentation.

The Flapper Culture and Sexual Liberation

Women known as flappers challenged traditional gender roles, embracing
fashion and behaviors that emphasized independence and sensuality.

e Short skirts, bobbed hair, and open attitudes toward sexuality
symbolized a break from Victorian restraint.

e Nightclubs and speakeasies became hubs for illicit affairs and
flirtation.

e The emergence of birth control and sexual education encouraged open
discussions about sexuality.

Artists and Writers Capturing the Decadence

The 1920s saw a proliferation of art, literature, and music that celebrated
decadence and eroticism.

e F. Scott Fitzgerald and Ernest Hemingway depicted the excesses of their
social circles.

e Jazz music became associated with freedom and sensuality.

e Visual artists like Tamara de Lempicka created provocative, sensual
portraits that embodied the era’s decadence.

Secret Societies and Underground Movements

The period was also marked by clandestine societies and underground movements



that indulged in forbidden pleasures.

e Escapades involving the wealthy elite often remained hidden from the
public eye.

e Some circles engaged in taboo practices, pushing societal boundaries and
fueling intrigue.

e The era’s openness about sexuality laid the groundwork for future social
revolutions.

Conclusion: The Era Most Associated with Sexual
Intrigue and Decadence

While many periods in history have flirted with themes of decadence and
intrigue, the Renaissance stands out as the most prominent era known for a
blend of artistic innovation, courtly excess, and moral ambiguity related to
sexuality. Its influence persisted through subsequent centuries, inspiring
the licentiousness of the Belle Epoque and the liberation of the Roaring
Twenties.

Each of these periods reflected society’s evolving attitudes toward pleasure,
morality, and power, creating rich tapestries of scandal, art, and cultural
change. Whether through the clandestine romances of Renaissance courtiers,
the decadent salons of 19th-century Paris, or the jazz-fueled nights of the
1920s, the thread of sexual intrigue and decadence remains a captivating
chapter of human history.

Understanding these eras offers insight into how societies have expressed and
grappled with their desires and moral boundaries, revealing the timeless
allure of excess and intrigue that continues to fascinate us today.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which historical period is most famously associated
with sexual intrigue and decadence?

The French Renaissance, particularly the late 15th and early 16th centuries,
is often associated with sexual intrigue and decadence due to its courtly
excesses and elaborate courtesan culture.



What era is considered the height of decadence and
moral laxity in European history?

The Roaring Twenties, or the 1920s, is widely regarded as a period of
decadence, characterized by jazz, flappers, and a loosening of traditional
moral standards.

Which period in ancient history is known for its
elaborate court intrigues and sexual politics?

Ancient Rome, especially during the late Republic and early Empire, was
notorious for political intrigue intertwined with scandalous sexual exploits
among the elite.

During which century did the Italian Renaissance
flourish, marked by decadence and artistic intrigue?

The 15th and 16th centuries, particularly the 1500s, are considered the
height of the Italian Renaissance, known for its artistic achievements and
courtly decadence.

Which period in Japanese history is associated with
the arts of pleasure and decadence?

The Edo period (1603-1868), particularly in the later years, saw the rise of
pleasure districts like Yoshiwara, symbolizing cultural decadence and erotic
arts.

What is the term used to describe the 18th-century
European culture characterized by indulgence and
excess?

The Age of Enlightenment, particularly its later part, is sometimes
associated with decadence among the aristocracy, despite its emphasis on
reason and science.

Which period is known as the 'Belle Epoque' and
often associated with luxury and decadence?

The Belle Epoque in France (late 19th to early 20th century) is renowned for
its cultural flourishing, luxury, and social excesses.

Which era is often linked to sexual intrigue,
decadence, and political scandal in English history?

The Elizabethan era, especially during Queen Elizabeth I's reign, was known



for courtly intrigue, political machinations, and a certain decadence among
the aristocracy.

Which period is famously depicted in literature and
art as an age of decadence and moral decline?

The fin de siecle (end of the 19th century) period in Europe, especially in
France, is associated with decadence, artistic experimentation, and a sense
of moral decline.

Additional Resources

The Roaring Twenties: An Epoch of Sexual Intrigue and Decadence

The period often associated with exuberance, liberation, and a palpable sense
of decadence is the 1920s, commonly referred to as the Roaring Twenties. This
decade was marked not only by economic prosperity and cultural revolution but
also by a notable shift in social mores, attitudes towards sexuality, and a
general embrace of hedonism. To understand why the 1920s are considered the
height of sexual intrigue and decadence, we need to explore the historical
context, societal transformations, cultural expressions, and the underlying
attitudes that defined this vibrant era.

Historical Context and Societal Shifts

Post-World War I Optimism and Social Liberation

The aftermath of World War I (1914-1918) was a period of upheaval and
transformation. The war’s brutal toll led to a desire to break free from
traditional constraints, fostering a culture of experimentation and
liberation.

- Economic Boom: The 1920s experienced rapid economic growth, especially in
the United States, leading to increased disposable income and leisure
spending.

- Urbanization: Rapid migration to cities created melting pots of ideas,
lifestyles, and social norms.

- Women's Liberation: The suffrage movement culminated in women gaining
voting rights (e.g., the 19th Amendment in the U.S. in 1920), empowering
women to challenge societal expectations.



Shifts in Gender Roles and Sexual Norms

- The Flapper Culture: Young women known as flappers defied Victorian
standards with their short skirts, bobbed hair, and rebellious attitudes
towards propriety.

- Changing Attitudes: Sexuality became less taboo, with increased openness
about topics related to love, desire, and relationships.

- Birth Control and Sexual Education: The dissemination of contraceptive
methods and discussions about sexuality gained ground, notably through
figures like Margaret Sanger.

Cultural Expressions of Decadence and Sexual
Intrigue

Literature and Art

- Modernist Literature: Writers like F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway,
and D.H. Lawrence explored themes of desire, decadence, and moral ambiguity.
- Art Deco: The visual style embraced glamour, luxury, and sensuality, often
depicting provocative imagery.

- Photography and Cinema: The rise of Hollywood and the silent film era
showcased themes of seduction, glamour, and scandal.

Music and Entertainment

- Jazz Age: Jazz music became synonymous with lively nightlife, dance, and a
hedonistic lifestyle.

- Speakeasies: Secret bars and clubs thrived during Prohibition (1920-1933),
serving as hubs of illicit entertainment, dancing, and flirtation.

- Dance and Socializing: New dances like the Charleston and the Black Bottom
epitomized energetic, uninhibited social interaction.

Fashion as a Reflection of Decadence

- Flapper Attire: Short skirts, bobbed hair, beads, and daring accessories
symbolized rebellion and sexual freedom.

- Men’s Fashion: Luxurious suits, fedora hats, and accessories emphasized
sophistication and allure.

- Sensuality in Style: Clothing became more revealing, emphasizing the body
and individual expression.



Notable Figures and Symbols of the Era

- Celebrity Culture: Movie stars like Clara Bow and Rudolph Valentino
embodied glamour, allure, and sexual charisma.

- Literary Icons: Zelda Fitzgerald, known for her tumultuous relationship
with F. Scott, epitomized the era's decadent spirit.

- Social Scandals: Cases like the Monkey Trial and various scandals involving
public figures highlighted the tension between evolving morals and societal
conservatism.

Legal and Moral Attitudes

Prohibition and Its Paradox

- The 18th Amendment (1919) prohibited alcohol, yet it inadvertently fueled
clandestine activities:

- Bootlegging and Smuggling: The illegal alcohol trade thrived, fostering a
culture of risk-taking and rebellion.

- Speakeasies: These secret venues became symbols of decadence, where
alcohol, jazz, and flirtation flourished.

Changing Legal Landscape

- While some aspects of sexuality remained taboo, the decade saw the
beginning of more liberal attitudes:

- Lesser Censorship: Films and literature pushed boundaries.

- Sexual Freedom: Discussions about sexuality moved from whispers to public
discourse, leading to a more open environment, albeit still constrained by
conservative elements.

Decadence and Its Underlying Causes



Economic Prosperity and Materialism

- The decade's wealth led to an obsession with luxury, fashion, and pleasure.
- Consumerism extended to personal adornment, entertainment, and leisure.

Rebellion Against Victorian Morality

- The previous generations’ strict codes of conduct were challenged by the
youth, who sought excitement and autonomy.
- This rebellion manifested in fashion, behavior, and social interactions.

Psychological and Cultural Factors

- The trauma of war created a desire for escapism.
- The influence of emerging modernist philosophies questioned traditional
values.

Legacy and Impact of the Decadent 1920s

- The decade’s emphasis on sexual freedom and decadence set the stage for
future social revolutions.

- It contributed to the eventual decline of Prohibition and the
liberalization of social attitudes.

- The era’s cultural artifacts continue to symbolize a time of flamboyance,
liberation, and decadence.

Conclusion: Why the 1920s Define an Era of
Sexual Intrigue and Decadence

The 1920s stand out as a defining period when societal norms were temporarily
cast aside in favor of exuberance, experimentation, and a celebration of
life’s pleasures. The confluence of economic prosperity, cultural innovation,
and shifting gender roles created an environment ripe for sexual intrigue and
decadence. From the rebellious flappers and jazz clubs to the provocative art
and literature, the decade embodied a spirit of liberation that challenged
centuries-old conventions. Although this era was not without its
contradictions and tensions, its influence persists in contemporary



understandings of modern sexuality and cultural decadence. The Roaring
Twenties remains a vivid symbol of a society eager to embrace change, indulge
in pleasures, and redefine moral boundaries—an epoch that, for a fleeting
moment, shone brightly with the allure of decadence and sexual intrigue.

Which Period Was Known For Sexual Intrigue And Decadence

which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence: English Fiction of the
Romantic Period 1789-1830 Gary Kelly, 2016-04-15 English Fiction of the Romantic Period
1789-1830 is the first comprehensive historical survey of fiction from that period for many decades.
It combines a clear awareness of the period's social history with recent developments in literary
criticism, theory and history, and explains the astounding variety of forms in Romantic fiction in
terms of the various cultural, political, social, regional and gender conflicts of the time. It provides a
broad-ranging survey from the major authors and works through to the sub-genres of the period. Jan
Austin and Sir Alter Scott are discussed alongside the Gothic Romance, political and feminist fiction,
social satire and regional, rural and historical novels. It also provides a comparison of the methods
of distribution and marketing and the availability of books then and now; examines cheap popular
fiction and children's fiction, and considers the recent debate about the place of prose fiction in a
Romantic literature hitherto dominated by poetry.

which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence: Building Embodiment Baron
Kelly, Karen Kopryanski, 2023-06-09 Building Embodiment: Integrating Acting, Voice, and
Movement to Illuminate Poetic Text offers a collection of strategic and practical approaches to
understanding, analyzing, and embodying a range of heightened text styles, including Greek
tragedy, Shakespeare, and Restoration/comedy of manners. These essays offer insights from
celebrated teachers across the disciplines of acting, voice, and movement and are designed to help
actors and instructors find deeper vocal and physical connections to poetic text. Although each
dramatic genre offers a unique set of challenges, Building Embodiment highlights instances where
techniques can be integrated, revealing how the synthesis of body, brain, and word results in a fuller
sense of character experiencing for both the actor and the audience. This book bridges the gap
between academic and professional application and invites the student and professional actor into a
richer experience of character and story.

which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence: Lighting Dimensions , 1997

which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence: The Ancient World Frank N.
Magill, 2003-12-16 Containing 250 entries, each volume of the Dictionary of World Biography
contains examines the lives of the individuals who shaped their times and left their mark on world
history. Much more than a ‘'Who's Who', each entry provides an in-depth essay on the life and career
of the individual concerned. Essays commence with a quick reference section that provides basic
facts on the individual's life and achievements, and conclude with a fully annotated bibliography.
The extended biography places the life and works of the individual within an historical context, and
the summary at the end of each essay provides a synopsis of the individual's place in history. Any
student in the field will want to have one of these as a handy reference companion.

which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence: Writing Tangier in the
Postcolonial Transition Michael K. Walonen, 2016-02-17 In his study of the Tangier expatriate
community, Michael K. Walonen analyzes the representations of French and Spanish Colonial North
Africa by Paul Bowles, Jane Bowles, William Burroughs, Brion Gysin, and Alfred Chester during the
end of the colonial era and the earliest days of post-independence. The conceptualizations of space
in these authors' descriptions of Tangier, Walonen shows, share common components: an attention
to the transformative potential of the conflict sweeping the region; a record of the power relations
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that divided space along lines of gender and ethnicity, including the spatial impact of the widespread
sexual commerce between Westerners and natives; a vision of the Maghreb as a land that can be
dominated or imposed on as a kind of frontier space; an expression of anxieties about the specters of
Cold War antagonisms; and an embrace of the underlying logic of the market to the culture of the
Maghreb. Counterbalancing the depictions of Tangier by Westerners who sought to reconcile their
nostalgia for the colonial order with their support of native demands for independent governance is
Walonen's extended analysis of the contrasting sense of place found in the writings of native
Moroccan authors such as Mohammed Choukri, Tahar Ben Jelloun, and Anouar Majid. In its focus on
Tangier and the larger Maghreb as a lived environment situated at a particular spatial and temporal
crossroads, Walonen's study makes an important contribution to the fields of urban, transatlantic,
and postcolonial studies.

which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence: McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia
of World Drama McGraw-Hill, inc, 1984 Ranging from the earliest drama to the theater of the
1980's this encyclopedia includes coverage of national drama and theater around the world, theater
companies, and musical comedy. Arrangement of the 1,300 entries is alphabetically by name or
subject with nearly 950 of these devoted to individual playwrights and their works.

which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence: Clothing and Identity in Early
Modern Rome Camilla Annerfeldt, 2024-12-12 This is the first book-length exploration of the clothes
worn in early modern Rome and provides novel insights into the city of Rome during one of its most
fascinating periods. It also challenges the notion [] well-established in dress historical research on
the early modern period [] that one was supposed to dress solely according to one's social station; as
Camilla Annerfeldt explores in great depth, this notion does not always seem to have been applicable
to early modern Rome because of its very constitution. Using a range of primary sources from the
Roman archives as well as texts of early modern writers, Clothing and Identity in Early Modern
Rome presents a vivid account of the history of an early modern society, which will be helpful to
historians of fashion, society, politics, material culture, and art, as well as everyone interested in the
period when Rome was one of the dominant centres of Europe [] culturally, socially, and politically.

which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence: The Hammam through
Time and Space Julie Peteet, 2024-05-15 Julie Peteet offers a fascinating tour through the rich
cultural history of hammams, or baths, in the Mediterranean and Middle East. These sacred
structures date back to the Bronze and Iron Ages and have evolved through the Hellenistic, Roman,
Byzantine, and Islamic periods. In this original work, Peteet provides the first comprehensive
examination of hammams through their architecture, labor pool, clientele, meanings, notions of the
body and hygiene, and economy. Exploring the hammam as both a tangible architectural structure
and an intangible social practice, Peteet sheds light on how the bath has functioned as a central hub
of religious ceremonies and a space that transcends any specific religious affiliation. Although
hammams have experienced a decline due to modernization, new domestic technologies, and
rejection of the Ottoman-Islamic past, their current reinvigorated form illuminates neoliberal
conceptions of heritage and leisure industries. Hammams have become spaces for cleansing and
fashioning a gendered and aesthetically appropriate body as defined by a global wellness syndrome.
Peteet’s captivating narrative traces the hammam'’s historical significance and contemporary role as
both a sacred and profane cultural phenomenon.

which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence: The History of British
Women's Writing, 1945-1975 Clare Hanson, Susan Watkins, 2017-09-14 This volume reshapes
our understanding of British literary culture from 1945-1975 by exploring the richness and diversity
of women’s writing of this period. Essays by leading scholars reveal the range and intensity of
women writers’ engagement with post-war transformations including the founding of the Welfare
State, the gradual liberalization of attitudes to gender and sexuality and the reconfiguration of
Britain and the empire in the context of the Cold War. Attending closely to the politics of form, the
sixteen essays range across ‘literary’, ‘middlebrow’ and ‘popular’ genres, including espionage
thrillers and historical fiction, children’s literature and science fiction, as well as poetry, drama and



journalism. They examine issues including realism and experimentalism, education, class and
politics, the emergence of ‘second-wave’ feminism, responses to the Holocaust and mass migration
and diaspora. The volume offers an exciting reassessment of women’s writing at a time of radical
social change and rapid cultural expansion.

which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence: Collier's Encyclopedia , 1985

which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence: The Oxford Handbook of the
Second Sophistic Daniel S. Richter, William A. Johnson, 2017-10-24 Focusing on the period known as
the Second Sophistic, this Handbook offers guidance on the wide range of textual materials that
survive, many of which are useful or even core to inquiries of particularly current interest, while also
keeping a sharp focus on how we can best situate these texts within the broader socio-cultural
milieu.

which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence: New Perspectives on Sri
Aurobindo's Plays Saryug Yadav, 2000

which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence: McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia of
World Drama Stanley Hochman, 1984 Ranging from the earliest drama to the theater of the 1980's
this encyclopedia includes coverage of national drama and theater around the world, theater
companies, and musical comedy. Arrangement of the 1,300 entries is alphabetically by name or
subject with nearly 950 of these devoted to individual playwrights and their works.

which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence: Encyclopaedia Britannica ,
1973

which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence: Encylopedia Britannica , 1973

which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence: The Dedalus Book of
English Decadence James Willsher, 2004 The 1890s English Decadence was no mere polite
response to French invention, but the hothouse blossoming of long indigenous researches into the
perverse. Like Imperial Rome, England could hardly subdue and rule the globe without becoming
corrupt. The Romantics tried rebellion, but amidst Victorian industry, terminally fatigued Decadents
concerned themselves with cultivating their addiction to luxury and sensation. In The Dedalus Book
of English Decadence: Vile Emperors and Elegant Degenerates, avatars and acolytes such as
Beckford, Byron, De Quincey, Dowson, Bosie and Wilde are all to be found at their unwholesome
best.

which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence: TLA Film and Video Guide
David Bleiler, 1999 *Detailed indexes by star, director, genre, country of origin, and theme *Lavishly
illustrated with over 450 photos *Comprehensive selection of international cinema from over 50
countries *Over 9,000 films reviewed *Up-to-date information on video availability and pricing
*Appendices with award listings, TLA Bests, and recommended films

which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence: Sex, Identity and
Hermaphrodites in Iberia, 1500-1800 Francisco Vazquez Garcia, 2015-10-06 Early modern European
thought held that men and women were essentially the same. During the seventeenth century,
medical and legal arguments began to turn against this ‘one-sex’ model, with hermaphroditism seen
as a medieval superstition. This book traces this change in Iberia in comparison to the earlier shift in
thought in northern Europe.

which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence: Private Dancers or
Responsible Women Andrew Parkin, 2014-08-16 This stunning novel of international mystery and
intrigue presents a prime whodunit, as it takes readers on a danger-filled journey around the world.
The four main characters are Paris-based freelance journalist Paul Wills, his friend Graham Curtis,
girlfriend Mary Rao, and the beautiful mystery woman Kalitza, whom he meets on trips to Hong
Kong and in Europe. Who is this woman and why does trouble seem to follow her wherever she
goes? Bomb plots, spies, and marriage are in store for the unsuspecting Paul. Journalist Paul Wills
tells his friends Graham Curtis and Mary Rao about his strange experiences with the beautiful
Kalitza, a mystery woman he encountered in Hong Kong and Europe. When Graham'’s wife is
murdered, he gradually overcomes his grief with the help of his friends. Who is the mysterious




Kalitza? Will Paul find her again and make love to her? Will secret agent Kim survive a grenade
attack in a London hotel? Is her colleague, the grotesque Bruno, a double agent? Is Scotland the
best place for proposals of marriage? Is Sutton Coldfield the sexiest little town in Britain? Find out
the answers and the meaning of responsibility in Private Dancers or Responsible Women: A Novel of
Intrigue. Watch for the sequel!

which period was known for sexual intrigue and decadence: Women Writers of Great
Britain and Europe Katharina M. Wilson, Paul Schlueter, June Schlueter, 2013-12-16 A valuable
survey and reference resource It is hard to imagine a more needed and more useful literary
reference work than this one, which gives students and readers quick access to the lives and work of
a wide range of notable female writers from England and the Continent, from Aphra Behn to Emily
Bronte, from Simone de Beauvoir to Isak Dinesen, from Bridget of Sweden to Hannah Arendt.
Writers in more than 30 languages are included: French, Czech, Greek, Italian, Swedish, Spanish,
German, Russian, Portuguese, Serbian, Catalan, Arabic, Hebrew, Dutch, Bulgarian, Croatian, Slovak,
and more. Covers 1,500 years and all major genres Going back 15 centuries, the Encyclopedia
covers the authors of novels, short stories, poetry, plays, criticism, social commentary, feminist
manifestos, romances, mysteries, memoirs, children's literature, biography, and other genres. In
signed entries, some of which are mini-essays, experts in the field examine writers' lives and
achievements, comment on individual works, place artistic efforts in historical context, provide
insights and analyses, and present more information than can be easily found elsewhere without
undertaking more exhaustive research. Each entry is followed by a bibliography of primary works.
Indexed by language, nationality, genre, and century. Spotlights the interesting lives of notable
writers In these pages students and readers will meet hundreds of interesting women writers who
made lasting contributions to the intellectual and popular culture of their countries while often
leading fascinating lives, among them: * AGATHA CHRISTIE , who wrote her first book in response
to her sister's demand for a detective story that was harder to solve than the popular fiction of her
day, and whose work has been translated in more languages than Shakespeare's. * HILDEGARD
VON BINGEN, the 12th-century German mystic, who wrote profusely as a prophet, a poet, a
dramatist, a physician, and a political moralist, often communicated with popes and princes, and
exerted a tremendous influence on the Western Europe of her time * MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT
SHELLEY, whose 1818 masterpiece Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus became a literary
sensation around the world * ILSE BLUMENTHAL-WEISS, one of the few concentration camp
survivors to memorialize the victims of the Holocaust in German verse * LINA WERTMULLER, who
in addition to her work in films, has written plays for the stage and a novel, and who once was a
member of a short-lived puppet theater that staged the works of Kafka. Special features: Ideal for
quick reference and student research * Multicultural-covers over 30 languages and 15 centuries *
Includes many contemporary writers * Provides essential biographic data on each writer * Each
entry is followed by a chronological listing of the writer's published book-length works * Offers
critical evaluations of major works * Indexes help find writers by country...research by time
period...survey genres...focus on languages
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