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When submitting dental insurance claims, providing a well-crafted dental narrative is crucial for
ensuring timely approval and reimbursement. A dental narrative offers a detailed explanation of the
dental treatment performed, the necessity of the procedures, and how they relate to the patient’s
overall health. Effective dental narratives can clarify ambiguities, justify the need for specific
treatments, and support claims with relevant details. This article explores various examples of dental
narratives for insurance, helping dental professionals and office staff craft clear, concise, and
impactful statements that can improve claim success rates.

Understanding the Importance of Dental Narratives in
Insurance Claims

Before diving into specific examples, it’s essential to understand why dental narratives are vital in
insurance submissions:

- Clarify Treatment Necessity: Insurance companies want to ensure treatments are medically
necessary. A detailed narrative explains why the procedure was essential.

- Support Documentation: It complements clinical notes, radiographs, and other documentation,
providing context.

- Prevent Claim Denials: Clear explanations reduce the likelihood of claims being rejected due to
lack of information.

- Facilitate Faster Processing: Well-written narratives help insurance reviewers understand the case
quickly, speeding up approval.

Key Components of an Effective Dental Narrative

To craft compelling dental narratives, include the following elements:

- Patient Information: Name, age, and relevant medical history.

- Chief Complaint: The reason the patient sought treatment.

- Clinical Findings: Observations from examination, radiographs, and tests.
- Diagnosis: Confirmed dental condition.

- Treatment Details: Procedures performed, materials used, and techniques.
- Medical Necessity: Explanation of why treatment was essential.

- Outcome and Follow-up: Post-treatment status or recommendations.



Examples of Dental Narratives for Insurance Claims

Below are several sample narratives tailored to different dental procedures. These examples serve
as templates that can be adapted to individual cases.

1. Restorative Dentistry (Fillings)

Example 1:

Patient presented with a large carious lesion on tooth 14, confirmed via clinical examination and
radiographs. The lesion was deep, extending into the dentin, necessitating restoration to prevent
pulp involvement. An amalgam filling was placed to restore function and prevent further decay. The
treatment was essential due to the extent of caries and patient discomfort.

Example 2:
Patient exhibited extensive decay on the mandibular left first molar (19), with radiographic evidence
of proximal caries approaching the pulp. A composite resin restoration was performed to restore the

tooth's integrity and prevent pulp exposure. The procedure was medically necessary to preserve the
tooth and maintain occlusion.

2. Root Canal Therapy (Endodontics)

Example 3:

Patient reported persistent pain and sensitivity in tooth 3. Clinical and radiographic examinations
revealed pulp necrosis and periapical radiolucency. Root canal treatment was performed to
eliminate infection, preserve the tooth, and alleviate symptoms. The procedure was medically
necessary due to infection and associated pain.

Example 4:
Following diagnosis of irreversible pulpitis in tooth 30, a root canal procedure was performed.
Radiographs confirmed pulpal involvement with periapical pathology. Treatment aimed to remove

infected tissue, seal the canal, and prevent further infection. The treatment was justified by the
clinical findings and symptoms.

3. Crown and Bridge Procedures

Example 5:



Patient required a full-coverage crown on tooth 8 due to extensive decay compromising the tooth
structure. The tooth was prepared, and a porcelain-fused-to-metal crown was fabricated. The
procedure was necessary to restore function, aesthetics, and prevent fracture of the remaining tooth
structure.

Example 6:
To replace missing tooth 22, a fixed partial denture (bridge) was fabricated. Abutment teeth were

prepared, and a three-unit bridge was cemented to restore occlusion and aesthetics. The treatment
was indicated due to missing tooth and to prevent drifting of adjacent teeth.

4. Extraction and Surgical Procedures

Example 7:

Patient presented with impacted third molar (17) associated with pericoronitis and adjacent caries
on the second molar. Extraction was performed under local anesthesia. The procedure was medically
necessary to alleviate symptoms and prevent further infection.

Example 8:

Surgical removal of non-restorable fractured tooth 9 was performed due to extensive structural

damage and persistent infection. The extraction was essential to eliminate infection and prevent
spread to adjacent tissues.

5. Periodontal Therapy

Example 9:

Patient exhibited generalized moderate periodontal disease with probing depths exceeding Smm.
Scaling and root planing were performed to remove plaque and calculus, reducing inflammation. The
treatment was necessary to halt disease progression and preserve alveolar bone.

Example 10:
Following periodontal maintenance, the patient required localized flap surgery on tooth 24 due to

persistent deep pockets and bone loss. The procedure aimed to eliminate periodontal pockets and
prevent tooth mobility.



Advanced and Specialized Dental Narratives

Certain cases may require detailed explanations, especially for complex procedures or conditions.

6. Dental Implants

Example 11:

Patient presented with missing tooth 19 due to prior extraction. After evaluating bone density and
health, implant placement was performed to restore function and aesthetics. The procedure involved
osseointegration, and the treatment was medically necessary to replace the missing tooth and
prevent adjacent tooth drifting.

7. Orthodontic Treatment

Example 12:

Patient required orthodontic correction for malocclusion and crowding. Fixed braces were placed to
align teeth, improve occlusion, and enhance facial aesthetics. The treatment was indicated to
improve oral function and prevent future dental issues.

Tips for Writing Effective Dental Narratives for
Insurance

- Be Clear and Concise: Use straightforward language without unnecessary jargon.

- Include Relevant Details: Focus on clinical findings, diagnosis, and treatment rationale.

- Correlate Treatment with Diagnosis: Show how the procedure addresses the diagnosed condition.
- Use Proper Terminology: Employ accurate dental and medical terminology.

- Support with Documentation: Reference radiographs, clinical notes, and test results when
applicable.

- Avoid Ambiguity: Clearly state the necessity and outcome of the treatment.

Conclusion

Crafting effective dental narratives is a vital component of successful insurance claims. By providing
detailed, accurate, and justified descriptions of dental procedures, dental professionals can facilitate
smoother claim processing and enhance reimbursement chances. Use the above examples as



templates to tailor narratives to individual patient cases, ensuring that each claim clearly
communicates the necessity and scope of treatment. Remember, a well-written dental narrative not
only benefits the insurance process but also supports ongoing patient care and record accuracy.

Keywords: dental narratives for insurance, dental claim examples, insurance claim support, dental
treatment justification, dental procedures documentation

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common dental narratives used for insurance
claims?

Common dental narratives include descriptions of the patient's dental condition, treatment
performed, necessity of procedures, and supporting diagnostic findings to justify insurance
coverage.

How should I structure a dental narrative for a root canal
treatment claim?

The narrative should detail the patient's symptoms, clinical findings, radiographic evidence,
diagnosis, procedure performed, and the necessity of the root canal to support the claim.

Can you provide an example of a dental narrative for a crown
placement?

Certainly. 'The patient presented with a fractured maxillary molar with extensive decay. After
examination and radiographs confirming structural compromise, a crown was indicated to restore
function and prevent further deterioration.'

What key elements should be included in a dental narrative
for insurance approval?

The narrative should include patient history, clinical findings, diagnosis, treatment details, urgency
and necessity of the procedure, and any supporting diagnostic results.

How do I write a dental narrative for periodontal therapy?

Include details of periodontal pocket depths, bleeding on probing, radiographic evidence of bone
loss, diagnosis of periodontitis, and the reason for the recommended therapy to justify insurance
coverage.



Are there specific language requirements for dental narratives
in insurance claims?

Yes, narratives should be clear, concise, factual, and free of jargon. They should accurately describe
the clinical situation and justify the necessity of treatment without ambiguity.

What role does documentation like radiographs play in dental
narratives for insurance?

Radiographs and other diagnostic images serve as supporting documentation that reinforce the
narrative's claims about the diagnosis and treatment necessity.

Can you give an example of a dental narrative for orthodontic
treatment?

Sure. 'Patient exhibits malocclusion with crowding and overjet. Orthodontic intervention is indicated
to improve occlusion, function, and aesthetics, supported by clinical and radiographic assessments.'

How can I make my dental narratives more effective for
insurance approvals?

Ensure narratives are detailed, specific, and include all relevant clinical findings, diagnosis, and
justification for treatment. Supporting documentation like photos and radiographs also strengthen
the claim.

Additional Resources

Examples of Dental Narratives for Insurance: A Comprehensive Review

In the realm of dental insurance claims, the narrative section plays a pivotal role in ensuring that
claims are processed efficiently and accurately. Dental narratives are detailed descriptions provided
by dental providers that justify the necessity of procedures, explain the clinical findings, and support
the billed services. As insurance companies increasingly scrutinize claims for appropriateness and
compliance, the importance of well-crafted dental narratives cannot be overstated. This article
explores the various examples of dental narratives for insurance, illustrating best practices and
offering insights into how practitioners can optimize their submissions.

Understanding the Role of Dental Narratives in
Insurance Claims

Before delving into specific examples, it is essential to understand what dental narratives are and
why they are critical in the claims process.



Definition and Purpose

A dental narrative is a written explanation accompanying a claim that describes the clinical findings,
the necessity of procedures, and references relevant diagnostic information. Insurance carriers rely
on these narratives to determine whether the billed services are medically necessary and
appropriately documented.

Importance in the Claims Process

- Clarifies Clinical Justification: Explains why a procedure was needed.

- Supports Medical Necessity: Demonstrates that the treatment aligns with accepted standards of
care.

- Reduces Claim Denials: Clear narratives decrease ambiguity, reducing delays and rework.

- Facilitates Reimbursement: Well-documented cases are more likely to be approved promptly.

Components of an Effective Dental Narrative

A comprehensive dental narrative should include several key elements to be effective:

- Patient’s Chief Complaint and History: Concise summary of the patient’s concerns and relevant
medical/dental history.

- Clinical Findings: Objective observations, including intraoral/extraoral examinations, radiographs,
and clinical diagnoses.

- Treatment Rationale: Explanation of why the procedure was indicated based on clinical findings.

- Procedure Details: Specifics of the treatment performed.

- Supporting Documentation: References to radiographs, images, or lab reports.

- Outcome/Prognosis: Expected results or follow-up recommendations if applicable.

Examples of Dental Narratives for Insurance

To better understand how to craft effective narratives, below are several comprehensive examples
categorized by common dental procedures and scenarios.

1. Crown Placement for a Damaged Tooth

Scenario: A patient presents with a fractured tooth requiring a crown.

Narrative Example:

"The patient presented with a fractured maxillary right first molar (3) following trauma. Clinical
examination revealed a large fracture involving more than half of the crown structure, with exposed
dentin. Radiographs confirmed no periapical pathology but indicated significant structural loss. The



tooth was deemed non-restorable with a simple filling due to the extent of damage. A full-coverage
porcelain fused to metal crown was indicated to restore function, prevent further fracture, and
maintain occlusion. The treatment was performed to preserve the tooth structure and restore
masticatory function."

2. Root Canal Therapy (Endodontic Treatment)

Scenario: A patient with pulpitis requiring root canal therapy.

Narrative Example:

"The patient reported persistent nocturnal pain and sensitivity to thermal stimuli in the mandibular
left second molar (19). Clinical examination revealed deep caries with exposure of the pulp tissue.
Cold and electric pulp testing yielded negative responses, indicating necrosis. Radiographs showed
periapical radiolucency consistent with chronic apical periodontitis. Root canal therapy was initiated
to eliminate infection, preserve the tooth, and prevent further periodontal or systemic complications.
The procedure involved access opening, cleaning and shaping of the canals, and obturation with
gutta-percha. Postoperative radiographs confirmed proper filling. The treatment was necessary to
resolve infection and maintain dental function."

3. Periodontal Scaling and Root Planing

Scenario: Management of periodontal disease.

Narrative Example:

"The patient presented with generalized, moderate periodontal disease characterized by bleeding on
probing, pocket depths averaging 5-7 mm, and radiographic evidence of alveolar bone loss. Clinical
and radiographic findings indicated the need for periodontal therapy to control infection and prevent
further attachment loss. Full-mouth scaling and root planing were performed to remove calculus and
bacterial plaque from subgingival areas. The procedure was essential for improving periodontal
health, reducing inflammation, and stabilizing the supporting structures. Post-treatment, the patient
was scheduled for periodontal maintenance."

4. Extraction of a Non-Restorable Tooth

Scenario: Extraction due to advanced decay.

Narrative Example:
"The mandibular right third molar (32) exhibited extensive carious destruction involving the pulp,
with radiographs indicating periapical radiolucency and root resorption. The tooth was deemed non-



restorable, and extraction was indicated to eliminate infection and prevent further complications.
The procedure involved simple extraction under local anesthesia, with careful suturing to promote
healing. The extraction was necessary to resolve ongoing pain and prevent potential spread of
infection."

5. Dental Implant Placement

Scenario: Replacing a missing tooth with an implant.

Narrative Example:

"The patient presented with a missing maxillary left central incisor (9) following trauma. Clinical and
radiographic evaluations confirmed adequate bone volume for implant placement. The treatment
plan included surgical placement of a titanium endosseous implant to restore function and esthetics.
The procedure involved osteotomy preparation, implant insertion, and suturing. Postoperative
healing was uneventful. Implant placement was indicated to restore masticatory function, prevent
adjacent tooth drift, and improve esthetic appearance."

Best Practices for Writing Dental Narratives for
Insurance

While examples provide guidance, the key to effective narratives lies in adherence to best practices:

- Be Clear and Concise: Use straightforward language without unnecessary jargon.

- Be Specific: Include detailed descriptions of findings, procedures, and rationale.

- Use Clinical Terminology Appropriately: Demonstrates professionalism and clarity.

- Reference Supporting Documentation: Mention radiographs, images, or lab reports that
substantiate the claim.

- Avoid Ambiguity: Clearly state the clinical necessity and expected outcomes.

- Align with Coding: Ensure that the narrative supports the CPT and ICD codes used.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Dental Narratives

- Vague Descriptions: Phrases like “routine cleaning” without specifics can lead to denials.
- Overly Technical Language: Excessive jargon may obscure the message.

- Failure to Link Findings to Treatment: Not explaining why a procedure was necessary.

- Omitting Supporting Data: Failing to mention radiographs or clinical notes.

- Copying and Pasting Standard Texts: Lack of personalization can reduce credibility.



Conclusion

Examples of dental narratives for insurance claims serve as valuable models for practitioners aiming
to improve their documentation quality. Well-written narratives not only expedite the approval
process but also bolster the credibility of the claim, ensuring that patients receive the coverage they
deserve. By understanding the essential components, adhering to best practices, and avoiding
common pitfalls, dental providers can craft compelling narratives that effectively communicate the
clinical necessity of their services.

In a landscape where insurance scrutiny continues to evolve, investing time in developing precise,
thorough, and professional dental narratives is an essential aspect of practice management. Whether
documenting a simple filling or a complex surgical procedure, the narrative remains a vital tool for
bridging clinical care and insurance reimbursement.
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Disclaimer: The examples provided are for informational purposes and should be tailored to
individual patient cases and practice standards.
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examples of dental narratives for insurance: Practice Management for Dental Hygienists
Esther K. Andrews, 2007 This textbook prepares dental hygiene students and dental hygienists to
handle the business and operational aspects of the dental office. The book teaches students how a
dental office functions from an operational standpoint and how dental hygienists, as licensed
professionals, fit into that operation. Major sections cover basics of dentistry and dental law, office
management, applied communications, and employability skills. To accommodate a two-credit
course, the text is concise and focuses on exercise-based learning. Each chapter includes workbook
exercises, study questions, critical thinking activities, case studies, and RDH board practice
questions, as well as selected references, Websites, and student activities.

examples of dental narratives for insurance: Principles and Practice of Laser Dentistry -
E-Book Robert A. Convissar, 2022-09-07 Successfully expand the use of lasers in your dental
practice! With vibrant, detailed clinical images and easy-to-follow writing, Principles and Practice of
Laser Dentistry, 3rd Edition walks you through the most common uses of lasers in areas such as
periodontal surgery, dental implants, prosthetic and cosmetic reconstruction and describes how
lasers work, how they interact with tissues, and how this knowledge may be applied to dental
practice with a focus on technology, surgical techniques, and key steps in treatment. Written by
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laser dentistry pioneer Dr. Robert A. Convissar and a team of leading experts, this edition includes
an ebook free with each purchase of a print book, three new chapters, and new case histories and
clinical tips. It contains everything you need to know to build your skills in the rapidly growing field
of laser dentistry. - Authoritative information is written by experts from all areas of dentistry,
including periodontics, orthodontics, prosthodontics, oral and maxillofacial surgery, implants,
endodontics, pediatric dentistry, cosmetic dentistry, and practice management. - Revised case
studies reflect treatment planning and the use of lasers in treating a variety of pathologies. -
Detailed photographs clearly illustrate preoperative, intraoperative, and postoperative procedures. -
Guidelines to the use of lasers in procedures are validated with evidence-based, peer-reviewed
literature. - Revised Clinical Tips and Caution boxes highlight key information. - Summary tables and
boxes simplify essential information. - Chapter on Introducing Lasers into the Dental Practice
includes guidelines for investing in lasers. - Glossary provides definitions of key laser terminology. -
NEW! Chapters cover snoring and sleep apnea, photodynamic therapy, and infant tongue tie
procedures. - NEW! More clinical photos, equipment photos, and conceptual illustrations are
included. - NEW! eBook version is included with print purchase, allowing you to access all the text,
figures, and references, with the ability to search, customize your content, make notes and
highlights, and have content read aloud.

examples of dental narratives for insurance: C D A Journal California Dental Association,
1991

examples of dental narratives for insurance: Dental Economics , 1993

examples of dental narratives for insurance: Oral Health Casemix System: An
Innovation for Quality and Efficiency of Oral Healthcare Services in Malaysia Rosminah
Mohamed, Syed Mohamed Aljunid Syed Junid, Oral health casemix system (OHCS) is a novel
innovation, initiatively developed to enrich the coverage of healthcare cases in casemix classification
system which is currently being implemented in many developed and developing countries. This
system is heavily catered on medical condition and lacking in dental cases, where the cases are
equally important to be classified and emphasised at the hospital level. Experiences in developing
this OHCS is very useful to be shared, in order to educate our readers among postgraduate students,
medical doctors, dentists and healthcare managers, especially on every step of its development. The
steps are discussed thoroughly in the seven chapters of this book, starting from basic description of
the casemix system, application of this system in the health sector to the challenges which are
clearly explained to the readers. This novelty book offers insights into OHCS as a guide for future
healthcare management and research.

examples of dental narratives for insurance: Audiovisual Guide to the Catalog of the
Food and Nutrition Information and Educational Materials Center, 1975

examples of dental narratives for insurance: Audiovisual Guide to the Catalog of the
Food and Nutrition Information and Educational Materials Center Food and Nutrition
Information and Educational Materials Center (U.S.), 1975

examples of dental narratives for insurance: Inside Dental Secrets Richard H. Madow,
1994

examples of dental narratives for insurance: AHRQ Research Activities , 2004

examples of dental narratives for insurance: Language and Power in Court J. Cotterill,
2003-10-14 Sociolinguists and lawyers will find insight and relevance in this account of the language
of the courtroom, as exemplified in the criminal trial of O.]. Simpson. The trial is examined as the
site of linguistic power and persuasion, focusing on the role of language in (re)presenting and
(re)constructing the crime. In addition to the trial transcripts, the book draws on Simpson's
post-arrest interview, media reports and post-trial interviews with jurors. The result is a unique
multi-dimensional insight into the 'Trial of the Century' from a linguistic and discursive perspective.

examples of dental narratives for insurance: Federal Register, 2001-02

examples of dental narratives for insurance: Medicare Decoded Barrett Williams,
ChatGPT, 2025-02-26 Unlock the full potential of your Medicare plan with Medicare Decoded—the



ultimate guide to navigating the complexities of Medicare Advantage. Designed for those ready to
make informed decisions about their healthcare coverage, this comprehensive eBook transforms
confusion into clarity with its easy-to-understand breakdowns and practical insights. Begin with a
foundational understanding of Medicare Advantage, how it compares to Original Medicare, and the
essentials of eligibility and enrollment. Dive deep into the various types of plans available, from
Health Maintenance Organizations (HMOs) and Preferred Provider Organizations (PPOs) to Special
Needs Plans (SNPs), demystifying the options that best suit your unique needs. Explore the breadth
of coverage and the extra benefits that can enhance your healthcare journey. Navigate the
intricacies of prescription drug coverage, and learn to evaluate your personal healthcare
requirements accurately. Whether it’s assessing your health conditions, understanding your
preferred healthcare providers, or analyzing your medication needs, Medicare Decoded guides you
every step of the way. Cost concerns? Get a handle on premiums, out-of-pocket costs, copayments,
coinsurance, and deductibles. Discover financial assistance options that can relieve the burden on
your wallet while ensuring you receive the care you need. Master the enrollment process with
confidence, uncover network navigation tips, and leverage technology to maximize your plan’s
potential. Find clarity on quality, ratings, and performance, learning how to make data-driven
decisions that safeguard your future. Medicare Decoded doesn't stop at education—it empowers you
with tools to address common challenges, understand your legal rights, and prepare for long-term
planning. Engage with real-life scenarios and case studies that bring the content to life, offering
real-world insights that resonate with your journey. Prepare to transform your Medicare experience.
With Medicare Decoded, you're not just informed—you’re empowered to take control of your
healthcare destiny.

examples of dental narratives for insurance: Research Activities , 2004

examples of dental narratives for insurance: Transgenerational Technology and Interactions
for the 21st Century Hannah R. Marston, Linda Shore, Laura Stoops, Robbie S. Turner, 2022-10-25
This book is rooted in co-design and co-production, taking an interdisciplinary lens and expertise
from academia, industry, and stakeholder organisations to examine contemporary issues and to
deliver a manifesto for technology innovation, application, and transgenerational living experiences
for the 21st century.

examples of dental narratives for insurance: Fee-for-service Dentistry with a Managed-care
Component Tom M. Limoli, Tom Limoli (Jr.), 1995

examples of dental narratives for insurance: Audiovisual guide to the catalog of the
Food and Nutrition Information and Educational Materials Center Food and Nutrition
Information Center (U.S.)., 1975

examples of dental narratives for insurance: The Kaleidoscope of Gender Catherine G.
Valentine, Mary Nell Trautner, Joan Z. Spade, 2019-03-07 The Kaleidoscope of Gender: Prisms,
Patterns, and Possibilities provides an accessible, timely, and stimulating overview of the
cutting-edge literature and theoretical frameworks in sociology and related fields in order to
understand the social construction of gender. The kaleidoscope metaphor and its three
themes—prisms, patterns, and possibilities—unify topic areas throughout the book. By focusing on
the prisms through which gender is shaped, the patterns which gender takes, and the possibilities
for social change, the reader gains a deeper understanding of ourselves and our relationships with
others, both locally and globally. Editors Catherine Valentine, Mary Nell Trautner and the work of
Joan Spade focus on the paradigms and approaches to gender studies that are constantly changing
and evolving. The Sixth Edition includes incorporation of increased emphasis on global perspectives,
updated contemporary social movements, such as #BlackLivesMatter and #MeToo, and an updated
focus on gendered violence.

examples of dental narratives for insurance: The Quaternary Period in the United States
A.R. Gillespie, S.C. Porter, B.F. Atwater, 2003-12-17 This book reviews advances in understanding of
the past ca. two million years of Earth history - the Quaternary Period - in the United States. It
begins with sections on ice and water - as glaciers, permafrost, oceans, rivers, lakes, and aquifers.




Six chapters are devoted to the high-latitude Pleistocene ice sheets, to mountain glaciations of the
western United States, and to permafrost studies. Other chapters discuss ice-age lakes, caves,
sea-level fluctuations, and riverine landscapes. With a chapter on landscape evolution models, the
book turns to essays on geologic processes. Two chapters discuss soils and their responses to
climate, and wind-blown sediments. Two more describe volcanoes and earthquakes, and the use of
Quaternary geology to understand the hazards they pose. The next part of the book is on plants and
animals. Five chapters consider the Quaternary history of vegetation in the United States. Other
chapters treat forcing functions and vegetation response at different spatial and temporal scales, the
role of fire as a catalyst of vegetation change during rapid climate shifts, and the use of tree rings in
inferring age and past hydroclimatic conditions. Three chapters address vertebrate paleontology and
the extinctions of large mammals at the end of the last glaciation, beetle assemblages and the
inferences they permit about past conditions, and the peopling of North America. A final chapter
addresses the numerical modeling of Quaternary climates, and the role paleoclimatic studies and
climatic modeling has in predicting future response of the Earth's climate system to the changes we
have wrought.

examples of dental narratives for insurance: Health Care and Immigration Patricia
Fernandez-Kelly, Alejandro Portes, 2013-10-31 This pioneering volume represents the culmination of
state-of-the-art research whose purpose was to investigate the relationship between health care and
immigration in the USA - two broken systems in need of reform. This volume sets out to answer the
question: how do medical institutions address the needs of individuals and families who are poor,
lacking English fluency, and often devoid of legal documents? The book provides an examination of
the challenges faced by institutions aiming to serve impoverished people and communities
desperately in need of help. It represents a comprehensive portrayal of two institutional
arrangements affecting the lives of millions on a daily basis. Health Care and Immigration offers
accounts of the alternative paths used by immigrants to bypass dominant health-care organizations,
and regional variations in health-care; the evolution and character of health-care legislation; factors
explaining the persistence of altruistic institutions in a market economy, as well as the parts played
by local legislation and social networks; and changes resulting from migration that affect the health
of immigrants. This volume will be an invaluable resource for academics, researchers and students,
as well as public officials addressing the health care needs of disadvantaged groups. This book was
originally published as a special issue of Ethnic and Racial Studies.
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