
the prisoner who wore glasses
the prisoner who wore glasses is a phrase that resonates with readers due to its
association with iconic stories, films, and real-life narratives. This phrase encapsulates
themes of resilience, intelligence, and the human spirit’s ability to persevere under
adversity. In this comprehensive article, we explore the story behind "the prisoner who
wore glasses," its historical significance, notable individuals associated with this phrase,
and its cultural impact. Whether referring to literary characters, real-life prisoners, or
symbolic representations, this topic offers rich insights into the power of identity and
dignity in confinement.

---

The Origin of the Phrase "The Prisoner Who Wore Glasses"

Historical Context

The phrase "the prisoner who wore glasses" gained prominence primarily through the 1977
film "The Great Escape," where one of the most memorable characters, Mac McDonald, is
depicted as a clever and resourceful prisoner. However, the phrase itself is rooted in real
stories and has been used metaphorically to symbolize intelligence and resilience among
inmates.

Literary and Cultural References

- "The Prisoner Who Wore Glasses" is also the title of a 1972 novel by Bessie Head, which
explores themes of oppression and resistance through the lens of a prison setting.
- The phrase has been adopted in various contexts to highlight individuals who, despite
physical or societal limitations, maintain their dignity and ingenuity.

---

Notable Individuals and Stories Associated with the Phrase

The Real-Life Prisoner Who Wore Glasses: A Symbol of Resistance

The Case of Nelson Mandela

While not specifically known for wearing glasses in prison, Nelson Mandela’s image as a
resilient leader often includes his appearance with spectacles, symbolizing wisdom and
perseverance during his 27 years of incarceration.

The "Mahatma of the Prison" - Mahatma Gandhi

Gandhi was imprisoned multiple times, and photographs depict him wearing glasses,
emphasizing his intellectual approach to resistance and non-violent protest.

Fictional Characters Embodying the Phrase

"The Great Escape" and the Role of "The Fox"



In the classic film, the character "The Fox" (played by James Garner) is portrayed as an
intelligent prisoner who wears glasses, symbolizing his strategic mind.

"The Shawshank Redemption" – Ellis "Red" Redding

While not explicitly noted for glasses, Red’s character embodies resilience and wisdom,
often depicted with spectacles in various adaptations.

Modern Interpretations

- The phrase is sometimes used in media to describe detainees or prisoners who maintain
their intelligence and dignity despite harsh conditions.
- It also appears in literature and documentaries highlighting prisoners who use their
intellect as a form of resistance.

---

The Significance of Wearing Glasses in Prison Stories

Symbolism and Meaning

- Intelligence and Wisdom: Glasses are often associated with scholarly pursuits, suggesting
that the prisoner is clever or resourceful.
- Dignity and Humanity: Wearing glasses can symbolize maintaining one’s identity and
dignity despite imprisonment.
- Resistance and Defiance: For some, glasses become a badge of resilience, representing
the refusal to be broken by confinement.

Practical Aspects

- In some cases, prisoners required glasses for reading or vision correction, making their
glasses an essential part of their daily life.
- The act of wearing glasses in prison can also symbolize the struggle to retain personal
identity in dehumanizing circumstances.

---

Cultural Impact and Representation in Media

Films and Literature

- "The Great Escape" (1963): Popularized the image of the clever, resourceful prisoner who
wears glasses.
- "Papillon" (1973): Features characters who wear glasses, emphasizing intelligence and
resilience.
- "The Shawshank Redemption": While not explicitly focusing on glasses, the themes of
hope and perseverance are central.

Art and Symbolism

- Artists have used the image of prisoners with glasses to represent resistance, intellect,



and the human spirit’s resilience.
- The motif appears in posters, murals, and literature, reinforcing its symbolic significance.

Influence on Popular Culture

- The phrase "the prisoner who wore glasses" has become a shorthand for individuals who
embody resilience, intelligence, and dignity under oppressive conditions.
- It has inspired countless stories, documentaries, and discussions about prisoners’ rights
and human resilience.

---

The Ethical and Social Dimensions

The Role of Identity in Incarceration

- The story of prisoners who wear glasses highlights the importance of maintaining personal
identity.
- It raises questions about how incarceration affects individual dignity and the role of
physical symbols like glasses.

Human Rights and Representation

- Recognizing prisoners as individuals with dignity is crucial for humane treatment.
- Stories of prisoners who wear glasses serve as reminders of the resilience of the human
spirit and the importance of respecting individual identity.

---

Conclusion

"The prisoner who wore glasses" is more than just a phrase; it encapsulates powerful
themes of resilience, intelligence, and dignity in the face of adversity. From historical
figures like Nelson Mandela and Gandhi to fictional characters in iconic films, the image of a
prisoner with glasses symbolizes hope, resistance, and the enduring human spirit. As
society continues to grapple with issues of justice, human rights, and rehabilitation, these
stories remind us of the importance of compassion, dignity, and the unbreakable nature of
the human soul.

---

Additional Resources

- Books:
- "Long Walk to Freedom" by Nelson Mandela
- "Gandhi: An Autobiography"
- "Papillon" by Henri Charrière
- Documentaries:
- "The Great Escape" (film)
- "The Power of Resilience" (various interviews and stories)
- Articles:



- Human Rights Watch reports on prisoners' dignity
- Analyses of cultural symbolism in incarceration stories

---

FAQs

What does wearing glasses symbolize for prisoners?

Wearing glasses often symbolizes intelligence, resilience, and the maintenance of personal
identity despite confinement.

Are there real-life prisoners known for wearing glasses?

Yes, many historical and contemporary prisoners, including some political prisoners, are
known for wearing glasses, which have become symbols of their resistance and dignity.

How has the phrase "the prisoner who wore glasses" influenced popular culture?

It has inspired films, literature, art, and discussions about resilience and human rights,
emphasizing the importance of dignity and intelligence in adverse circumstances.

---

By understanding the stories and symbolism behind "the prisoner who wore glasses," we
gain insights into the enduring strength of the human spirit and the importance of
preserving dignity amidst hardship.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was 'The Prisoner Who Wore Glasses' and what is
his significance?
'The Prisoner Who Wore Glasses' is a character from the novel by Bessie Head, symbolizing
resistance and resilience against oppressive regimes in South Africa.

What is the main theme of 'The Prisoner Who Wore
Glasses'?
The story explores themes of political oppression, solidarity among prisoners, and the
struggle for justice and freedom.

How does the character of the prisoner with glasses
symbolize resistance?
His glasses represent clarity of vision and awareness, and his defiance signifies the refusal
to be subdued by oppressive systems.



Has 'The Prisoner Who Wore Glasses' been adapted into
other media?
Yes, the story has been adapted into plays and radio dramas, highlighting its enduring
relevance and powerful message.

What impact has 'The Prisoner Who Wore Glasses' had
on anti-apartheid literature?
It has become a poignant symbol of resistance, inspiring many to continue fighting against
injustice and inequality.

Who was the author of 'The Prisoner Who Wore
Glasses'?
The story was written by Bessie Head, a prominent South African writer known for her
works on social and political issues.

What is the setting of 'The Prisoner Who Wore Glasses'?
The story is set in a South African prison during the apartheid era, reflecting the harsh
realities faced by political prisoners.

What lessons does 'The Prisoner Who Wore Glasses'
teach about resistance and solidarity?
It teaches that unity and courage among oppressed individuals can challenge and
ultimately overcome oppressive regimes.

Why is 'The Prisoner Who Wore Glasses' considered a
classic in revolutionary literature?
Because of its powerful portrayal of resistance, human dignity, and the fight for justice, it
remains an inspiring and timeless work.

Additional Resources
The Prisoner Who Wore Glasses: A Deep Dive into a Classic British Television Series

---

Introduction: A Cultural Phenomenon

The Prisoner Who Wore Glasses is a landmark in British television history, renowned for its



surreal storytelling, allegorical themes, and compelling characters. Originally broadcast in
the late 1960s, the series was created by and starred Patrick McGoohan, who also served
as a producer and writer. It has since become a cult classic, lauded for its innovative
narrative structure, philosophical depth, and social commentary.

This review aims to explore every facet of the series—from its origins and plot intricacies to
its thematic richness and cultural impact—providing a comprehensive understanding of why
The Prisoner remains an enduring piece of television art.

---

Background and Origins

Creation and Context

- Historical Context: The series aired from 1967 to 1968, a period marked by social
upheaval, Cold War tensions, and a burgeoning counterculture movement. Its themes of
authority, freedom, and individuality resonated strongly with contemporary audiences.
- Creator's Vision: Patrick McGoohan, a well-known actor from shows like Secret Agent
(Danger Man), envisioned The Prisoner as a reflection on personal freedom and the
oppressive nature of societal institutions.
- Production Details:
- Produced by Lew Grade's ITC Entertainment.
- Consisted of 17 episodes, each blending spy thriller elements with surreal allegory.
- Filming locations included Portmeirion in Wales, which provided the whimsical yet
unsettling setting.

Influences and Inspirations

- Literary and philosophical influences such as George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four and
Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World.
- Films like The Trial (1962), reflecting themes of bureaucracy and existentialism.
- Contemporary political issues, including surveillance, loss of privacy, and authoritarianism.

---

Plot Overview and Main Themes

The Premise

The series centers around a man known only as Number Six, who resigns from a secret



government agency but is abducted and taken to a mysterious, idyllic village called "The
Village." His captors, ostensibly authorities, aim to extract information from him, but he
resists in ways that question authority and conformity.

Core Themes Explored

- Individuality vs. Conformity: Number Six’s relentless refusal to conform symbolizes the
struggle of personal freedom against societal and institutional pressures.
- Surveillance and Control: The Village is a microcosm of a surveillance state, where
residents are constantly watched and manipulated.
- Identity and Freedom: The series examines the nature of personal identity and whether
true freedom can exist under oppressive conditions.
- Power and Resistance: The show portrays acts of rebellion, both subtle and overt, as
necessary for maintaining dignity.

Major Plot Elements

- Number Six’s repeated attempts to escape.
- The mysterious authority figures, including Number Two, who are tasked with controlling
and manipulating him.
- The use of psychological tactics, such as mind control and propaganda.
- The enigmatic nature of the Village itself—its architecture, rules, and purpose remain
ambiguous, enhancing the surreal quality.

---

Character Analysis

Number Six

- Portrayed by Patrick McGoohan, Number Six is a complex character embodying defiance
and resilience.
- His sharp wit, intelligence, and stubbornness make him a formidable opponent to his
captors.
- Symbolizes the archetype of the rebellious individual fighting against oppressive
authority.
- His catchphrase, "I am not a number; I am a free man," encapsulates the core message of
the series.

Number Two



- The primary antagonist, representing authority figures who manipulate and control.
- Typically portrayed as charismatic, cunning, and sometimes buffoonish, reflecting the
absurdity of authoritarian power.
- Each episode often features a different actor as Number Two, emphasizing the
interchangeable and impersonal nature of authority.

Other Notable Characters

- The Queen: An enigmatic figure representing the higher authority or perhaps the
collective consciousness of The Village.
- The Shopkeeper and Other Villagers: The residents who serve as both obstacles and
symbols of conformity.
- The Rook: A recurring character who provides cryptic advice and embodies the series’
philosophical depth.

---

Stylistic and Narrative Techniques

Visual Style and Setting

- The use of Portmeirion’s picturesque architecture creates a surreal, timeless environment.
- Contrasts between the idyllic exterior and underlying menace symbolize the duality of
appearances.
- Use of color and lighting to evoke mood—bright and cheerful surfaces masking darker
themes.

Storytelling and Episode Structure

- Episodic yet interconnected, with recurring motifs and philosophical dialogues.
- Incorporation of allegory and symbolism—many episodes function as parables.
- Use of surreal imagery and ambiguous scenes to challenge viewers’ perceptions.

Music and Sound Design

- The distinctive theme music by Ron Grainer and its haunting arrangement set the tone.
- Sound effects and ambient noise heighten the feeling of unease and disorientation.
- Silence and minimalism used effectively to emphasize tension.

---



Philosophical and Thematic Depth

Existential Inquiry

- The series probes questions about free will, personal identity, and the nature of reality.
- Number Six’s defiance underscores the importance of individual agency.

Political and Social Commentary

- Critique of authoritarianism, bureaucracy, and loss of privacy.
- Reflection on the dehumanizing aspects of modern society and government control.
- The Village as a symbol of the surveillance state and societal conformity.

Psychological and Psychoanalytic Aspects

- The manipulation of memory and identity.
- The use of psychological warfare by the authorities.
- The internal struggle of Number Six as a metaphor for self-awareness and resistance.

---

Impact and Legacy

Critical Reception

- Initially polarizing but gradually recognized as a groundbreaking series.
- Praised for its intelligence, originality, and daring storytelling.
- Influenced countless subsequent works in television, film, and literature.

Cultural Influence

- Inspired debates about individual rights, government surveillance, and personal freedom.
- The iconic imagery and phrases (e.g., "I am not a number") entered popular culture.
- Portmeirion became a pilgrimage site for fans and tourists.



Legacy and Reboots

- Despite limited episodes, the series' themes remain relevant today.
- Several attempts at remakes, reboots, or adaptations have been made, though none
matched the original’s cultural impact.
- The series is often studied in academic circles for its philosophical and cultural
commentary.

---

Conclusion: Why The Prisoner Endures

The Prisoner Who Wore Glasses stands as a testament to the power of television as a
medium for art and philosophy. Its layered storytelling, compelling characters, and
provocative themes continue to resonate with audiences, prompting reflection on authority,
individuality, and freedom.

Patrick McGoohan’s creation challenges viewers to question the world around them and to
consider the importance of personal autonomy. Its surreal aesthetic and allegorical depth
ensure that it remains a timeless piece, inspiring new generations to think critically about
society and their place within it.

In sum, The Prisoner is not just a TV series; it is a cultural artifact that encapsulates the
tensions of its era and the universal struggle for personal liberty—an enduring symbol of
resistance against the oppressive forces that seek to diminish individual identity.

---

In summary, The Prisoner Who Wore Glasses is a masterful exploration of authority,
identity, and freedom, crafted with artistic ingenuity and philosophical depth. Its legacy
endures because it speaks to fundamental human concerns—questions that remain as
relevant today as they were over fifty years ago.

The Prisoner Who Wore Glasses

  the prisoner who wore glasses: The Heinemann Book of South African Short Stories Denis
Hirson, Martin Trump, 1994 All by writers who spent their formative years in South Africa, this
diverse range of short stories spans from the end of World War II when the National Party was on
the upsurge, to the early 1990s when the legal framework of apartheid was abolished, the ANC was
legalized and Mandela was released.
  the prisoner who wore glasses: A Study Guide for Bessie Head's "The Prisoner Wore
Glasses" Gale, Cengage Learning,
  the prisoner who wore glasses: Literatures of the World' 2007 Ed. , 2007
  the prisoner who wore glasses: The Columbia Guide to South African Literature in
English Since 1945 Gareth Cornwell, Dirk Klopper, Craig Mackenzie, 2010-04-13 From the outset,
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South Africa's history has been marked by division and conflict along racial and ethnic lines. From
1948 until 1994, this division was formalized in the National Party's policy of apartheid. Because
apartheid intruded on every aspect of private and public life, South African literature was
preoccupied with the politics of race and social engineering. Since the release from prison of Nelson
Mandela in 1990, South Africa has been a new nation-in-the-making, inspired by a nonracial idealism
yet beset by poverty and violence. South African writers have responded in various ways to Njabulo
Ndebele's call to rediscover the ordinary. The result has been a kaleidoscope of texts in which
evolving cultural forms and modes of identity are rearticulated and explored. An invaluable guide for
general readers as well as scholars of African literary history, this comprehensive text celebrates the
multiple traditions and exciting future of the South African voice. Although the South African
Constitution of 1994 recognizes no fewer than eleven official languages, English has remained the
country's literary lingua franca. This book offers a narrative overview of South African literary
production in English from 1945 to the postapartheid present. An introduction identifies the most
interesting and noteworthy writing from the period. Alphabetical entries provide accurate and
objective information on genres and writers. An appendix lists essential authors published before
1945.
  the prisoner who wore glasses: Apartheid Narratives Nahem Yousaf, 2001 In an engaging and
dynamic collection of essays on South African writing, an international cast of contributors pay
detailed attention to the shifting parameters of scholarly debates on apartheid and the apartheid
era. Investigating a range of literary and critical perspectives on a period that shaped the literature
of South Africa for much of the twentieth century, the contributors offer a rich survey. The volume
focuses on internationally acclaimed writers (Nadine Gordimer and J.M. Coetzee) as well as those
writers who are yet to receive sustained critical attention (Mtutuzeli Matshoba, Alex La Guma,
Bessie Head, Ahmed Essop, Ronnie Govender). Apartheid Narratives will be welcomed by academics
and students of South African writing as a stimulating collection which maps the literary terrain of
apartheid.
  the prisoner who wore glasses: Bessie Head Huma Ibrahim, 1996 One of the foremost
African writers of our time, who dispelled the silence between colonial and feminist discourses by
talking back, Bessie Head at last gets her due in this first book-length, comprehensive study of her
work. This book locates Head's unquestionable importance in the canon of African literature. Author
Huma Ibrahim argues that unless we are able to look at the merging of women's sexual and
linguistic identity with their political and gendered identity, the careful configurations created in
Head's work will elude us. Ibrahim offers a series of thoughtful readings informed by feminist,
diasporan, postcolonial, and poststructuralist insights and concerns. She identifies a theme she calls
exilic consciousness - the desire to belong - and traces its manifestations through each phase of
Head's work, showing how women's talk - a marginalized commodity in the construction of southern
Africa - is differently embodied and evaluated. Bessie Head's works are frequently featured in
courses in African literature, third-world literature, and fiction writing, but there is little critical
material on them. Ibrahim offers readings of Head's novels When Rain Clouds Gather, Maru, and A
Question of Power, as well as the collections Tales of Tenderness and Power, A Collector of
Treasures, A Woman Alone: Autobiographical Writings, and The Cardinals, the histories Serowe:
Village of the Rain Wind and A Bewitched Crossroad, and her letters to Robert Vigne collected in A
Gesture of Belonging. In Head's exploration of oppressed people, especially women and those in
exile, Ibrahim finds startling insights into institutional power relations. Head not only subverts
Western hegemonic notions ofthe third-world woman but offers a critique of postcoloniality.
  the prisoner who wore glasses: Modern South African Stories Stephen Gray, 2002
  the prisoner who wore glasses: The Prisoner’s Cross Peter B. Unger, 2019-10-25 The saving
grace of God in Christ as a liberating experience of faith lies at the heart of The Prisoner's Cross.
The message is timeless and has its source in Jesus's ministry and mission. Both Jop, a former POW,
and Don, a graduate student, at different times and in different ways are in desperate need of this
liberation. Jop serves as a witness to the power that grace has to liberate one from the worst



possible tragedies and trauma they can experience in life. Don serves as one who desperately needs
to hear this message. Don stands in for many Christians and spiritual seekers in our time. Like them,
Don finds himself grappling with the lasting issues of injustice, suffering, and evil. Shaped by the
influences of modern secularism and repulsed by the idolatry of church institution-alism, Don feels
he has had the rug of a vital and relevant faith pulled out from under-neath him. Like many, Don
feels an unresolved anger, even rage, over the senseless injustices in his life that neither the
institutional Christianity he encounters, or the secular culture that marginalizes and pervades it,
have an antidote for.
  the prisoner who wore glasses: Teaching Literature T. Agathocleous, A. Dean, 2002-12-16 In
Teaching Literature scholars explain how they think about their everyday experience in the
classroom, using the tools of their ongoing scholarly projects and engaging with current debates in
literary studies. Until recently, teaching has played second fiddle to literary research as a mode of
knowledge in academia, leaving new teachers with nowhere to turn for advice about teaching and no
forum for discussion of the difficulties and opportunities they face in the classroom.
  the prisoner who wore glasses: World Literature Holt Rinehart & Winston, Holt, Rinehart and
Winston Staff, 2000-03
  the prisoner who wore glasses: Opaque Shadows Charles R. Larson, 1976
  the prisoner who wore glasses: More Modern African Stories Charles R. Larson, 1975
  the prisoner who wore glasses: Ourselves in Southern Africa , 1988
  the prisoner who wore glasses: Worlds of Fiction Roberta Rubenstein, Charles R. Larson,
1992 THIS ANTHOLOGY OF SHORT STORIES ENCOMPASSES A LARGER GEOGRAPHICAL RANGE
BOTH WESTERN AND NON-WESTERN AND HAS GREATER GENDER BALANCE THAN IS TYPICAL
OF MOST SHORT-STORY ANTHOLOGIES. It includes a diverse representation of ethnic voices from
within the United States as well as less-frequently-anthologized stories by well-known writers
around the world. This second edition of WORLDS OF FICTION includes both classic and
contemporary stories that reflect thematic, aesthetic, and cultural variety: different styles, subjects,
and points of view as well as diversity of cultural, historical, and gender perspectives. Headnotes
and questions for each story provide contextual enhancement and guidelines for critical thinking and
reflection.
  the prisoner who wore glasses: Tales of Tenderness and Power Bessie Head, 1990 This is an
anthology of stories, personal observations and historic legends. It reflects the author's fascination
with Africa's people and their history as well as her identification with individuals and their
conflicting emotions.
  the prisoner who wore glasses: On the Edge of the World Stephen Gray, 1974
  the prisoner who wore glasses: Sammy, Where Are You? Ira Spector, 2011-06 Author Ira
Spector played poker for years with an artificial turkey inseminator, and had after-tennis prayer
meetings with his pals where they screamed and shouted at each other and solved all the worlds
problems in one hour. He was slowly infected with an itch to document the most memorable
episodes in the jar of jelly beans that has been his life. He chronicles his story in seventy-one essays
and poems which are frank and at times outrageous. His eventful and unusual romps through six
continents and eighty one countries, the diversity of his career and the characters he met are amply
described in this rich narrative. He talks about: Losing his virginity in a whore house in pre-Castro
Havana Barely avoiding a mid-air collision when another airplane flew through his four plane
formation. An atheist says a jewish prayer for the dead with his hand on one of the one hundred
skulls wall mounted in a Cambodian prison. The very first piece of art work he ever did-a 24' X 6'
sand cast mural for a major department store. This enticing memoir is a journey through the exciting
highs and memorable adventures encountered in one hell of a lifetime.
  the prisoner who wore glasses: Responding to Literature Mary Hynes-Berry, 1992
  the prisoner who wore glasses: Hungry Flames and Other Black South African Short
Stories Mbulelo Mzamane, 1986
  the prisoner who wore glasses: Countries of Invention Craig Stephenson, 1993
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deprived of liberty and kept under involuntary restraint, confinement, or custody; especially : one on
trial or in prison. How to use prisoner in a sentence
PRISONER Definition & Meaning | Prisoner definition: a person who is confined in prison or kept
in custody, especially as the result of legal process.. See examples of PRISONER used in a sentence
Prisoner - definition of prisoner by The Free Dictionary Define prisoner. prisoner synonyms,
prisoner pronunciation, prisoner translation, English dictionary definition of prisoner. n. 1. A person
held in custody, captivity, or a condition of
PRISONER | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary PRISONER definition: 1. a person who is
kept in prison as a punishment: 2. to catch and guard someone so that they. Learn more
Inmates, Prisoners, and Convicts: What’s the Difference? Prisons house people who are
convicted of crimes. They are incarcerated. And, as incarcerated people, they are officially known as
inmates, casually referred to as prisoners. Still, some think
Prisoner - Definition, Meaning & Synonyms | A prisoner is a person being held in prison as a
punishment. During wartime a prisoner is someone held captive by the enemy. Alternately, if you’re
so attractive you can’t leave the
PRISONER definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary If you say that you are a
prisoner of a situation, you mean that you are trapped by it
prisoner | meaning of prisoner in Longman Dictionary of prisoner meaning, definition, what is
prisoner: someone who is kept in a prison as a leg: Learn more
prisoner, n.² meanings, etymology and more | Oxford English There are five meanings listed in
OED's entry for the noun prisoner, one of which is labelled obsolete. See ‘Meaning & use’ for
definitions, usage, and quotation evidence
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