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dewey decimal chart: A Comprehensive Guide to the Dewey Decimal Classification System

The dewey decimal chart is an essential tool used worldwide in libraries to organize and categorize vast
collections of books and other media. Developed by Melvil Dewey in 1876, this classification system has
stood the test of time, providing a systematic and logical way to arrange library materials for easy retrieval.
Whether you're a librarian, a student, or a book enthusiast, understanding the Dewey Decimal Classification
(DDC) system can greatly enhance your ability to navigate library collections efficiently. This guide offers
an in-depth look into the Dewey Decimal Chart, exploring its structure, main classes, subclasses, and

practical applications.

Overview of the Dewey Decimal Classification System

The Dewey Decimal Classification system assigns a unique numerical code to each subject area, allowing
materials to be grouped by discipline. The system is hierarchical, meaning that broader categories are
subdivided into more specific topics. The core of the system is based on ten main classes, each represented

by a three-digit number, ranging from 000 to 999.

The Structure of the Dewey Decimal Chart

The Dewey Decimal Chart is structured into three primary levels:

1. Main Classes: Represented by the hundreds digit (000-999), covering broad fields of knowledge.
2. Divisions: The tens digit further refines the subject area, providing subclasses within each main class.

3. Sections: The hundreds digit combined with the tens and units digits, allowing detailed

categorization down to specific topics.

For example, a book classified as 641.5 would fall under the main class 600 (Technology & applied sciences),

specifically focusing on cooking, domestic management, or related topics.



Main Classes of the Dewey Decimal Chart

The Dewey Decimal System is divided into ten primary classes, each covering a broad field of knowledge.

Here is an overview of these classes with their respective ranges:

000 — Generalities

¢ Includes works on computers, information, and general encyclopedic topics.

e Examples: 000 — Computer science, 010 — Bibliographies, 020 — Library & information sciences.

100 — Philosophy & Psychology

¢ Encompasses philosophical theories, psychology, and related subjects.

e Examples: 150 — Psychology, 170 — Ethics, 180 — Ancient philosophy.

200 — Religion

o Covers religious beliefs, practices, and institutions across various faiths.

e Examples: 220 — The Bible, 290 — Other religions.

300 — Social Sciences

¢ Includes sociology, anthropology, education, and law.

e Examples: 330 — Economics, 370 — Education, 390 — Customs & folklore.



400 — Language

¢ Focuses on linguistics, language learning, and specific languages.

e Examples: 410 — Linguistics, 430 — German language, 490 — Other languages.

500 — Natural Sciences & Mathematics

¢ Includes mathematics, astronomy, physics, chemistry, and earth sciences.

e Examples: 510 — Mathematics, 520 — Astronomy, 530 — Physics.

600 — Technology (Applied sciences)

¢ Encompasses medicine, engineering, agriculture, home economics, and inventions.

e Examples: 610 — Medicine, 620 — Engineering, 640 — Home economics.

700 — Arts & Recreation

¢ Spans fine arts, music, sports, and recreation.

e Examples: 700 — Arts, 730 — Sculpture, 790 — Recreation & entertainment.

800 — Language & Literature

o Covers literature, poetry, drama, and language studies.

e Examples: 810 — American literature, 820 — English & Old English literatures.



900 - History & Geography

¢ Includes history, geography, biography, and travel.

e Examples: 930 — History of the world, 940 — History of Europe, 950 — History of Asia.

Subdivisions and Decimal Expansions

The Dewey Decimal System allows for extensive subdivision beyond the main classes, enabling precise

subject categorization. These subdivisions are created by adding decimal points and additional digits.

How Decimal Expansions Work

¢ Adding decimal points allows for more specific topics.

¢ For example, within 500 (Natural sciences), the subcategory 530 refers specifically to Physics, while

531 covers Classical mechanics.

e Further subdivisions might include 531.3 for Kinetic theory or 531.7 for Thermodynamics.

Examples of Dewey Decimal Expansions

641.5: Cookery (within the 600s, specifically Domestic life)

796.33: Football (Soccer) — Sports

919.4: History of a specific region or country

973.04: United States history (specific period or event)



Using the Dewey Decimal Chart in Libraries

The Dewey Decimal Chart is integral to library organization and cataloging. It ensures that books on similar

topics are grouped together, facilitating easy browsing and location of materials.

Cataloging Process

1. Assess the subject matter of the book or media.
2. Identify the appropriate Dewey Decimal number based on the content.

3. Assign the classification number to the item, often accompanied by the author's cutter number and

publication year.

4. Arrange items on shelves according to their Dewey numbers, creating a logical and accessible order.

Benefits of the Dewey Decimal System

Standardized classification across libraries worldwide.

Facilitates efficient cataloging and retrieval.

Supports browsing by subject, aiding users in discovering related materials.

Enables easy expansion and updating with new topics and disciplines.

Limitations and Criticisms of the Dewey Decimal System

While the Dewey Decimal Classification system is widely used, it is not without its limitations:

e Complexity: The hierarchical structure can be intricate, requiring training for accurate classification.

¢ Cultural Bias: Some critics argue that the system reflects Western-centric perspectives, potentially



marginalizing non-Western topics.

¢ Rigidity: The fixed numerical system might not adapt quickly to emerging disciplines or

interdisciplinary studies.

¢ Physical Limitations: The decimal system may become cumbersome as the number of categories

expands, especially in large collections.

Modern Adaptations and Digital Versions

With technological advances, the Dewey Decimal System has evolved beyond traditional card catalogs.

Many modern libraries utilize digital cataloging systems that incorporate Dewey numbers, making searches

more efficient.

Digital Integration

¢ Online catalogs often allow users to search by Dewey number or subject keywords.
e Automated classification tools assist librarians in assigning accurate Dewey numbers quickly.

e Integrated systems can link Dewey numbers with other classification standards like Library of

Congress.

Global Variations and Updates

e The Dewey Decimal Classification is regularly revised to incorporate new fields of knowledge and

reflect societal changes.

¢ Different countries may customize the system to suit local needs, but core principles remain

consistent.



Conclusion

The dewey decimal chart remains a cornerstone of library science, providing a logical framework for
organizing and accessing vast amounts of information. Its hierarchical structure, extensive subdivisions, and
global adoption make it indispensable for librarians and users alike. Understanding its main classes,
subdivisions, and practical applications enhances the ability to navigate library collections effectively. As
technology continues to evolve, the Dewey Decimal Classification system adapts, ensuring its relevance in
the digital age. Whether for cataloging new materials or for educational purposes, mastering the Dewey

Decimal Chart is a valuable skill for anyone engaged in library sciences or avid reading.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Dewey Decimal Chart used for?

The Dewey Decimal Chart is used to organize and categorize library materials by subject, making it easier

to locate books and resources efficiently.

How are numbers assigned in the Dewey Decimal System?

Numbers in the Dewey Decimal System are assigned based on the subject matter of the book, with each

main class and subclass representing different fields of knowledge.

What are the main classes in the Dewey Decimal Chart?

The main classes are numbered from 000 to 999 and include categories like 000 — General Works, 100 —

Philosophy and Psychology, 200 — Religion, up to 900 — History and Geography.

Can the Dewey Decimal Chart be customized for specific libraries?

Yes, libraries often customize the Dewey Decimal Chart to better suit their collection needs, adding special

classifications or rearranging categories.

Is the Dewey Decimal System suitable for digital and online resources?

While traditionally used for physical books, the Dewey Decimal System can also be adapted for digital

resources, though many libraries now use other classification systems for online materials.



How does the Dewey Decimal Chart help in cataloging?

It provides a standardized numerical system that helps librarians assign classification numbers to materials,

ensuring consistency and ease of retrieval.

What is the difference between Dewey Decimal and Library of Congress

classification systems?

The Dewey Decimal System uses a numeric, decimal-based classification, while the Library of Congress

system employs a combination of letters and numbers, often used by larger research libraries.

Are there any online tools to help understand or use the Dewey Decimal
Chart?

Yes, many websites and digital tools provide interactive Dewey Decimal Chart guides, classification lookup

tables, and tutorials for educators and librarians.

How often is the Dewey Decimal Chart updated?

The Dewey Decimal Classification is periodically revised, with updates to reflect changes in knowledge and

new subject areas, typically released every few years by OCLC.

Additional Resources

Dewey Decimal Chart

The Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) system is a cornerstone of modern library organization, serving as
a universal framework that categorizes and arranges books and other materials in a logical, accessible
manner. As one of the most enduring classification systems in the world, its importance extends beyond
mere shelving—it influences library operations, cataloging efficiency, and even the way knowledge is
structured and accessed globally. In this comprehensive review, we’ll explore the Dewey Decimal Chart in
depth, examining its structure, how it functions, its evolution, and its significance in the modern library

landscape.

Understanding the Dewey Decimal Classification System

The Dewey Decimal Classification was created by Melvil Dewey in 1876, with the goal of simplifying and



standardizing the organization of library materials. Its design allows for a hierarchical and systematic

approach to categorizing knowledge, enabling both librarians and users to locate resources efficiently.

Core Principles of the Dewey System

- Numeric Hierarchy: The system uses a numeric notation, typically consisting of three digits, with

optional decimal points for further specificity. This numeric structure facilitates precise categorization.

- Subject-Based Organization: Materials are arranged based on subject matter, with broad topics subdivided

into narrower categories, allowing for granular organization.

- Universal Applicability: Designed to be applicable to all types of knowledge and adaptable across diverse

languages and cultures.

- Flexibility and Scalability: The decimal system permits expansion as new fields of knowledge emerge,

with new classifications added as needed.

Basic Structure of the Dewey Decimal Chart

At its core, the Dewey Decimal Chart is divided into ten main classes, each representing a broad area of

human knowledge:

| Main Class Number | Description | Example Subjects |

[ —— N —— S |
| 000 — 099 | Generalities, Computer Science, Information & Bibliography | Encyclopedias, libraries, data
processing |

| 100 — 199 | Philosophy & Psychology | Metaphysics, ethics, psychology |

| 200 — 299 | Religion | Christianity, other religions |

| 300 — 399 | Social Sciences | Sociology, law, education |

| 400 — 499 | Language | Linguistics, language learning |

| 500 — 599 | Natural Sciences & Mathematics | Biology, chemistry, physics |

| 600 — 699 | Technology & Applied Sciences | Medicine, engineering, agriculture |
| 700 — 799 | Arts & Recreation | Visual arts, music, sports |

| 800 — 899 | Literature | Poetry, drama, literary history |

| 900 — 999 | History & Geography | World history, travel, geography |

Each main class is further subdivided into ten divisions, which in turn are broken down into sections,

allowing for an incredibly detailed hierarchy. For example, within 500 (Natural Sciences & Mathematics):

- 510: Mathematics



- 520: Astronomy
- 530: Physics
- 540: Chemistry

- 550: Earth sciences

This layered structure grants flexibility and precision, ensuring that virtually any subject can be accurately

classified.

Detailed Breakdown of the Dewey Decimal Chart

To truly appreciate the depth of the Dewey system, it’s essential to explore the subdivisions within each

main class. Here, we’ll provide an overview of some key classes and their typical subdivisions.

000 — Generalities, Computer Science, & Information

This category includes works on library science, information technology, and general reference materials.

- 000: Computer science, information, and general works
- 010: Bibliographies

- 020: Library & information sciences

- 030: Encyclopedias & books of facts

- 040: Not assigned or miscellaneous

- 050: General serial publications

- 060: Organizations & management

- 070: News media, journalism, publishing

- 080: General collections

- 090: Manuscripts & rare books

Key Feature: The inclusion of technology and information sciences reflects the modern library’s evolution

from purely physical collections to digital and multimedia resources.

100 — Philosophy & Psychology

This class encompasses the core areas of human thought and mental processes.

- 100: Philosophy



- 110: Metaphysics

- 120: Epistemology, causation, and human nature
- 130: Parapsychology and occultism

- 140: Philosophical schools

- 150: Psychology

- 160: Logic

- 170: Ethical systems

- 180: Ancient, medieval, and eastern philosophy

- 190: Modern western philosophy

Highlights: The division between philosophy and psychology underscores their interconnected yet distinct

focus areas.

300 — Social Sciences

This broad class covers societal structures, social behavior, and institutions.

- 300: Social sciences, sociology, anthropology

- 310: Statistics

- 320: Political science

- 330: Economics

- 340: Law

- 350: Public administration & military science
- 360: Social problems & services

- 370: Education

- 380: Commerce, communications

- 390: Customs, etiquette, folklore

Note: The system’s organization facilitates interdisciplinary research, allowing users to trace related topics

across categories.

500 — Natural Sciences & Mathematics

Science classifications are robust and detailed.

- 500: Natural sciences & mathematics
- 510: Mathematics

- 520: Astronomy

- 530: Physics

- 540: Chemistry



- 550: Earth sciences

- 560: Paleontology; fossils
- 570: Life sciences; biology
- 580: Plants

- 590: Animals

Specialty: The specific focus on sciences supports scientific research and education, with detailed

subdivisions aiding precise classification.

The Evolution and Modern Relevance of the Dewey Decimal
Chart

Since its inception in the late 19th century, the Dewey Decimal Classification has undergone numerous
revisions to stay current with the rapid growth of knowledge. The system’s adaptability has been a key
factor in its longevity, with updates incorporating new fields such as computer science and environmental

studies.

Key Developments in Dewey’s Evolution

- First Edition (1876): The initial framework covering broad disciplines.

- 20th Century Revisions: Introduced decimal extensions, expanded categories, and refined subdivisions.

- Digital Integration: The rise of digital catalogs and integrated library systems (ILS) has embedded Dewey
codes into software, enabling automated cataloging and search functionalities.

- Global Adoption and Localization: While the Dewey system is used worldwide, many libraries adapt

classifications based on local needs, translating or modifying categories as necessary.

Advantages of the Dewey Decimal Chart in Modern Libraries

- Consistency: Provides a standardized method that enhances interoperability between libraries.

- Efficiency: Simplifies cataloging and shelving processes, reducing errors and increasing speed.

- User-Friendly: Enables patrons to navigate collections intuitively, especially in well-organized libraries.
- Scalability: Accommodates new knowledge domains via decimal expansions.

- Integration with Technology: Compatible with digital cataloging systems, facilitating online searches and

virtual browsing.



Limitations and Criticisms

Despite its strengths, the Dewey Decimal Chart is not without criticisms:

- Complexity for Beginners: The hierarchical structure can be challenging for new users to understand.

- Eurocentrism and Cultural Bias: Some argue that the system reflects Western perspectives, potentially
marginalizing non-Western knowledge systems.

- Rigidity: While flexible, certain categories may become outdated or overly broad, requiring ongoing
updates.

- Alternative Systems: Some libraries prefer the Library of Congress Classification (LCC), which offers more

detailed subject subdivisions, especially for academic and research libraries.

Conclusion: The Dewey Decimal Chart’s Continuing Significance

The Dewey Decimal Classification system remains a foundational element of library science, underpinning
the organization of millions of items worldwide. Its logical, hierarchical structure makes it a powerful tool
for both librarians and users, fostering efficient access to knowledge. As digital technology continues to
evolve, the Dewey system’s integration into library management software ensures its relevance well into

the future.

While it faces challenges related to cultural inclusivity and complexity, ongoing revisions and adaptations
demonstrate its resilience and utility. For anyone involved in library management, information science, or
simply a passionate reader, understanding the Dewey Decimal Chart provides invaluable insight into how

knowledge is structured, accessed, and preserved in our societies.
In summary, the Dewey Decimal Chart is not just a classification tool—it is a reflection of human efforts to

organize and make sense of the vast universe of knowledge. Its enduring legacy and adaptability make it

an indispensable part of the modern library landscape.
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astrological secret for millennia and formerly accessible only to royalty. The most accurate and
profound divination tool ever discovered—a sort of Dewey decimal system of the universe—this
system of astrology will help you identify your inborn capabilities, achievement potential, and life
path. Finally, you will learn about the Eastern astrological subspecialties, including the I-Ching, feng
shui, 9 Star Ki, and Chinese palmistry. The included interactive CD-Rom makes it easy to create
Chinese astrological charts for yourself, your friends, and family members. *The CD contains 1391
KB of information in total so it is not blank. If the customer's operating system is not any of the
following (Windows 7, 98se, 2000, XP, or Vista), he or she will not be able to install the program and
hence will not be able to view the instructional text.

dewey decimal chart: Business Accounting ...: Cost accounting, by D.C. Eggleston Harold
Dudley Greeley, 1920

dewey decimal chart: Make Your Kids Smarter Erika V. Shearin Karres, 2001 Make Your
Kids Smarter is chock-full of drills, tips, and exercises to enhance children's learning. The skill
builders encompass areas ranging from general school smarts to library use, computer literacy to
study skills, writing and verbal skills to strategic thinking. Devoted parents will use this book to give
their kids the advantage that will make all the difference.Dr. Karres, both a parent and an educator,
understands the busy and often stressful lifestyles of today's parents. Parent pointers, FYI
explanations, and guided minilessons are all included to make the parents' job a little bit easier and
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Recinto de Carolina - Dewey University El recinto de Carolina de Dewey University, cuenta con
servicios de mentorias, tutorias y coaching en el edificio C, de la universidad. Edificio mejor
conocido como el STEM Success

Dewey University - Educacion que Transforma Mantente al tanto de los logros académicos,
eventos emocionantes y actualizaciones esenciales que forman parte del vibrante mundo académico
de Dewey University

Estudiantes - Dewey University Email Dewey University le provee un correo electronico a sus
estudiantes que incluye herramientas y espacio ilimitado en la nube

Programas Académicos - Dewey University Ciencias en Enfermeria con Especialidad en Trauma
y Sala de Emergencias Dewey University ofrece maestrias en enfermeria. Nuestra maestria en
Trauma y Sala de Emergencia pretende

Division de Educacion a Distancia - Dewey University La Division de Educacién a Distancia de
Dewey University confia en Canvas, un sistema de gestion de aprendizaje en linea, conocido como
LMS, que nuestra comunidad utiliza para

Centro Universitario de Hato Rey - Dewey University El Centro Universitario de Hato Rey
ofrece un entorno educativo con instalaciones de calidad que favorecen el aprendizaje, la
investigacion y la formacion en diversas areas del conocimiento.

Admisiones - Dewey University ¢Interesado en estudiar en Dewey University? Aprende sobre
nuestros Requisitos de Admision y comienza tu viaje hacia el éxito académico. Requisitos de
Admisién Estudios SubGraduados

Estudiantes - Dewey University Manual del estudiante para el uso del campus Estudiante, este
manual te servird como guia para saber cémo utilizar y que elementos hay el Portal estudiantil de
Dewey

John Dewey (1859 - 1952) - Dewey University John Dewey nacié el 20 de octubre de 1859 en



Burlington, Vermont, Estados Unidos. Graduado en Artes en la Universidad de Vermont en 1879, se
doctoré en Filosofia en la Universidad de

Ciencias en Enfermeria con Especialidad en Anestesia - Dewey Conviértete en Especialista:
Estudia Anestesiologia en nuestra Maestria en Enfermeria Este programa proporciona a los
estudiantes las habilidades necesarias para la anestesia y los

Recinto de Carolina - Dewey University El recinto de Carolina de Dewey University, cuenta con
servicios de mentorias, tutorias y coaching en el edificio C, de la universidad. Edificio mejor
conocido como el STEM Success
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