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Understanding the DD 2808 Form: A Comprehensive Guide

DD 2808 form is an essential document widely used within the United States Department of Defense (DoD)
and military health systems. It serves as a crucial tool for recording and managing military personnel's
medical readiness, immunization status, and health assessments. Whether you are a service member,
military healthcare provider, or someone involved in military administration, understanding the DD 2808
form is vital for ensuring compliance with military health policies and maintaining operational readiness.

In this comprehensive article, we will explore the purpose, components, completion procedures, and
significance of the DD 2808 form, along with tips for accurate completion and common questions related to
its use. This guide aims to help you navigate the complexities of the DD 2808 form efficiently, ensuring
that your medical documentation is complete and compliant with military standards.

What Is the DD 2808 Form?

Definition and Purpose

The DD 2808 form, officially titled "Report of Medical Examination," is a standardized document used by
the Department of Defense to record the results of a service member’s periodic or pre-appointment medical
examinations. It is a critical component of a service member’s medical record, providing a snapshot of their
health status at a specific point in time.

The primary purposes of the DD 2808 include:

- Documenting medical history and physical examination findings
- Assessing fitness for duty or deployment
- Tracking immunizations and vaccines administered
- Identifying medical conditions that may affect military performance or readiness
- Supporting medical and administrative decision-making

This form ensures that all relevant health information is properly documented, accessible, and standardized
across military branches.



Who Uses the DD 2808?

The DD 2808 is used by a wide range of personnel and entities, including:

- Military health providers conducting medical examinations
- Medical administrative staff managing health records
- Commanders and military leaders assessing unit readiness
- Medical boards and review panels evaluating fitness for duty
- Service members reviewing their health documentation

Its use is mandated during periodic health assessments, pre-deployment examinations, and other medical
evaluations.

Components of the DD 2808 Form

Understanding the structure of the DD 2808 form is essential for accurate completion. It contains multiple
sections, each capturing specific health information.

Key Sections of the DD 2808

1. Personal Identification Data
- Name, rank, service branch, social security number, date of birth
2. Medical Examination Details
- Date of examination
- Type of examination (e.g., periodic, pre-deployment)
- Examiner’s name, title, and signature
3. Medical History
- Past illnesses, surgeries, allergies
- Current medications
- Family medical history
4. Physical Examination Findings
- Vital signs (height, weight, blood pressure, pulse)
- General appearance
- System-specific examinations (eyes, ears, throat, cardiovascular, respiratory, etc.)
5. Immunizations and Vaccinations
- List of vaccines administered during the exam
- Dates of immunization
6. Medical Summary and Recommendations
- Fitness classification (fit, temporarily unfit, unfit)



- Restrictions or limitations, if any
- Recommendations for follow-up or treatment
7. Additional Comments
- Any relevant notes or special considerations

Additional Elements

- Signature and Certification: The examiner’s signature certifies the accuracy of the findings.
- Date of Certification
- Review and Approval Sections: For medical review boards or commanding officers, if applicable.

How to Properly Complete the DD 2808 Form

Accurate completion of the DD 2808 is critical for maintaining valid medical records and ensuring service
member readiness. Here are essential steps and tips for filling out the form:

Step-by-Step Completion Guide

1. Gather Necessary Information
- Medical history from previous records
- Immunization records
- Personal identification details
2. Fill in Personal Identification Data
- Ensure accuracy of name, service branch, and SSN
3. Record Examination Details
- Use the correct date and type of examination
- Clearly state the examiner’s full name, title, and credentials
4. Document Medical History
- Be thorough and precise about past conditions, allergies, and medications
- Clarify any ongoing health issues
5. Conduct and Record Physical Examination
- Complete all sections systematically
- Note vital signs and findings accurately
6. Update Immunizations
- List all vaccines administered during the examination
- Include dates and lot numbers if available
7. Assess Fitness and Make Recommendations
- Clearly categorize fitness status



- Note any restrictions or follow-up actions
8. Sign and Date the Form
- The examiner must sign to certify the information
- Ensure the date reflects the completion date

Tips for Accurate and Effective Completion

- Use clear, legible handwriting or electronic forms
- Cross-reference previous medical records for consistency
- Be specific about medical conditions and restrictions
- Follow branch-specific guidelines and protocols
- Double-check all entries before submission

Importance of the DD 2808 Form in Military Operations

The DD 2808 form plays a pivotal role in maintaining the health and operational readiness of military
personnel. Its significance can be summarized as follows:

- Ensures Medical Readiness: Accurate records help determine whether service members are fit for
deployment or specific duties.
- Supports Medical and Administrative Decisions: Facilitates medical evaluations, fitness determinations, and
administrative actions.
- Aids in Tracking Vaccination Compliance: Ensures immunizations are up-to-date, which is crucial for
disease prevention.
- Provides Legal and Medical Documentation: Serves as an official record for medical histories and physical
assessments.
- Helps Identify Medical Conditions: Early detection and documentation of health issues prevent potential
complications during missions.

Common Questions About the DD 2808 Form

1. Who is responsible for completing the DD 2808?
The form must be completed by a qualified medical examiner, such as a military healthcare provider or
authorized civilian medical personnel.



2. How often should the DD 2808 be updated?
It is typically completed during periodic health assessments, pre-deployment exams, or when there is a
significant change in health status. The frequency depends on branch policies and individual health needs.

3. Can the DD 2808 form be completed electronically?
Yes, many military health systems now utilize electronic health records (EHR) systems that include digital
versions of the DD 2808, ensuring easier storage, retrieval, and sharing.

4. What are common errors to avoid when filling out the DD 2808?
Common errors include illegible handwriting, incorrect dates, incomplete sections, and inaccurate medical
history documentation. Always review carefully before finalizing.

5. How does the DD 2808 relate to other military medical forms?
The DD 2808 is often used alongside other forms such as the DD 2795 (Pre-Deployment Health Assessment)
and DD 2796 (Post-Deployment Health Assessment) to provide comprehensive health monitoring.

Conclusion

The DD 2808 form is a fundamental document in the military healthcare system, ensuring that service
members’ health statuses are accurately recorded and maintained. Proper understanding of its components,
accurate completion, and timely updates are vital for operational readiness, medical decision-making, and
overall force health protection. Whether you are a healthcare provider, a service member, or an
administrative professional, mastering the nuances of the DD 2808 form will enhance your ability to
manage and utilize military medical documentation effectively.

By adhering to best practices and understanding its importance, you contribute to a healthier, ready, and
resilient military force.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the DD 2808 form?
The DD 2808 form is used to record the results of a military entrance examination, including the candidate's
test scores and eligibility for enlistment.



Who is responsible for completing the DD 2808 form?
The test administrator or military recruiter typically completes the DD 2808 form based on the candidate's
examination results.

How do I interpret the scores on the DD 2808 form?
The scores on the DD 2808 indicate the candidate's performance in various test areas, which determine
their qualification for different military roles and enlistment options.

Can I get a copy of my DD 2808 form after testing?
Yes, candidates can request a copy of their DD 2808 form from their recruiting office or testing center for
personal records.

Is the DD 2808 form used for all branches of the military?
Yes, the DD 2808 form is a standardized document used across all branches of the United States military to
record test results.

What should I do if there is an error on my DD 2808 form?
If you notice an error on your DD 2808 form, contact your recruiter or testing center immediately to have
it corrected and reissued if necessary.

How does the DD 2808 affect my enlistment process?
Your DD 2808 scores are used to determine your eligibility for specific military roles and influence your
overall enlistment qualification.

When is the DD 2808 form typically issued?
The DD 2808 form is issued immediately after the military entrance examination, usually during the
testing session or shortly thereafter.

Additional Resources
dd 2808 form: A Comprehensive Guide to its Purpose, Structure, and Usage

Introduction

dd 2808 form is a critical document within the framework of military personnel management, serving as



an essential tool for recording and updating service-related information. Widely used by the United States
Department of Defense (DoD), this form plays a pivotal role in ensuring accurate data collection, personnel
tracking, and administrative processing. Whether for administrative updates, personnel record
management, or operational planning, understanding the intricacies of the dd 2808 form is vital for military
personnel, administrative staff, and related stakeholders.

In this article, we delve into the details surrounding the dd 2808 form, exploring its purpose, structure,
how it is filled out, and its significance within military administrative processes. We will also examine the
context in which it is used, common challenges, and best practices for its proper completion.

---

What is the DD 2808 Form?

Definition and Purpose

The DD 2808, officially titled "Report of Medical Examination," is a standardized form used by the U.S.
military to document an individual's medical status during various stages of their service. It is part of a
broader system of medical record-keeping that informs medical evaluations, fitness for duty, deployment
readiness, and administrative decisions.

The primary purpose of the DD 2808 form is to provide a comprehensive snapshot of a service member’s
medical condition at the time of examination. It serves multiple functions:

- To record detailed medical history and current health status
- To determine fitness for specific duties, assignments, or deployments
- To support medical and administrative decision-making
- To serve as a legal document in cases of medical claims or disputes
- To facilitate ongoing health monitoring and care

Who Uses the DD 2808?

The form is typically completed by military medical personnel during routine physical examinations,
medical evaluations, or pre-deployment screenings. It is used across various branches, including the Army,
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard.

Additionally, it is utilized by medical boards, personnel administrators, and legal entities when reviewing
medical records or making administrative decisions related to a service member’s health status.

---

Structure and Components of the DD 2808 Form



The DD 2808 is a detailed document that consolidates various health-related data points. While the exact
layout may vary depending on updates or specific branch requirements, it generally includes the following
sections:

1. Personal Identification Information

- Service member’s full name
- Service number or social security number
- Rank and unit
- Date of examination
- Date of birth
- Gender

2. Medical History

- Past medical conditions
- Surgeries
- Allergies
- Medications
- Prior injuries or illnesses
- Family medical history

3. Physical Examination Findings

- Vital signs (height, weight, blood pressure, pulse)
- General appearance
- Vision and hearing assessments
- Dental health
- Skin condition
- Musculoskeletal assessment
- Neurological status

4. Medical Tests and Laboratory Results

- Blood work
- Urinalysis
- Imaging results (X-rays, MRIs)
- Other diagnostic tests

5. Medical Evaluation and Findings

- Assessment of fitness or unfitness for duty
- Specific medical conditions or limitations



- Recommendations for treatment or follow-up

6. Medical Disposition

- Fit for duty
- Temporarily unfit (with restrictions)
- Permanently unfit
- Need for medical referral or further evaluation

7. Medical Officer’s Certification

- Signature of the medical officer
- Certification date
- Official stamp or seal

---

How to Properly Complete a DD 2808 Form

Accurate completion of the DD 2808 is essential to ensure the integrity of the medical record and
appropriate administrative actions. The process involves meticulous attention to detail and adherence to
military medical standards.

Step-by-Step Guide

1. Preparation and Verification of Personal Details
- Confirm the service member’s identity and service information.
- Ensure all personal data is current and accurate.

2. Review Medical History Thoroughly
- Collect comprehensive health background from the service member.
- Verify past medical records for consistency.

3. Conduct a Detailed Physical Examination
- Follow standard medical protocols.
- Document findings clearly and accurately.
- Use standardized measurement techniques.

4. Order and Record Diagnostic Tests
- Determine necessary tests based on medical history and initial findings.
- Record results precisely, including units and reference ranges.

5. Assess and Document the Medical Findings



- Evaluate whether the service member is fit for duty.
- Note any limitations, restrictions, or medical concerns.

6. Complete the Medical Disposition Section
- Select the appropriate fitness status.
- Provide detailed comments if necessary.

7. Sign and Seal the Form
- The examining medical officer must sign, date, and stamp the form.
- Ensure all sections are completed before submission.

---

Significance and Usage of the DD 2808

Administrative and Operational Implications

The information captured in the DD 2808 influences numerous aspects of military operations:

- Deployment Readiness: Determines if a service member is medically fit for deployment or specific
missions.
- Medical Records Management: Serves as an official document for ongoing health monitoring and legal
purposes.
- Personnel Decisions: Influences decisions related to medical retirement, profile adjustments, or special
accommodations.
- Legal and Claims Processing: Acts as supporting documentation for medical claims or legal disputes.

Integration with Other Military Medical Systems

The DD 2808 is integrated into broader electronic health record systems such as the Armed Forces Medical
Surveillance System (AFMSS) and Defense Medical Information System (DMIS), enabling seamless data
sharing and management.

---

Common Challenges and Best Practices

Challenges

- Incomplete or Inaccurate Data Entry: Errors can lead to misclassification of fitness status.
- Misinterpretation of Findings: Medical officers must be well-trained to interpret test results accurately.
- Updating Records: Ensuring that the form reflects recent health changes requires diligence.
- Compliance with Privacy Laws: Protecting sensitive medical information is paramount.



Best Practices

- Standardized Training: Medical personnel should undergo regular training on form completion standards.
- Double-Check Procedures: Implement review protocols to catch errors before submission.
- Use of Electronic Forms: Transitioning to electronic medical records reduces manual errors and improves
efficiency.
- Clear Documentation: Write legible, precise notes and avoid ambiguous language.
- Confidentiality Measures: Follow strict protocols to safeguard medical data.

---

Recent Developments and Future Outlook

The military continuously updates its medical documentation standards to incorporate advances in medical
technology and data management. Recent trends include:

- Digitization: Moving toward electronic forms and integrated health record systems for real-time updates.
- Enhanced Data Analytics: Using data from forms like the DD 2808 to improve health surveillance and
readiness assessments.
- Telemedicine Integration: Incorporating telehealth assessments into the examination process.

Looking ahead, the focus is on improving the accuracy, accessibility, and interoperability of medical records,
including the DD 2808, to support a healthier, more prepared force.

---

Conclusion

The DD 2808 form stands as a cornerstone of medical documentation within the U.S. military, ensuring that
health information is accurately recorded, accessible, and actionable. Its proper completion and management
are vital for personnel readiness, legal compliance, and medical decision-making. As military medicine
evolves, so too will the tools and systems surrounding the DD 2808, emphasizing the importance of
adherence to best practices and continuous training.

Understanding its purpose, structure, and significance equips military personnel and medical professionals
alike to contribute effectively to the health and operational readiness of service members. Whether for
routine checkups or critical deployment evaluations, the DD 2808 remains an indispensable element of
military healthcare infrastructure.
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  dd 2808 form: AR 601-270 03/23/2007 MILITARY ENTRANCE PROCESSING STATION
(MEPS) , Survival Ebooks Us Department Of Defense, www.survivalebooks.com, Department of
Defense, Delene Kvasnicka, United States Government US Army, United States Army, Department of
the Army, U. S. Army, Army, DOD, The United States Army, AR 601-270 03/23/2007 MILITARY
ENTRANCE PROCESSING STATION (MEPS) , Survival Ebooks
  dd 2808 form: AR 601-210 02/08/2011 ACTIVE AND RESERVE COMPONENTS
ENLISTMENT PROGRAM , Survival Ebooks Us Department Of Defense,
www.survivalebooks.com, Department of Defense, Delene Kvasnicka, United States Government US
Army, United States Army, Department of the Army, U. S. Army, Army, DOD, The United States
Army, AR 601-210 02/08/2011 ACTIVE AND RESERVE COMPONENTS ENLISTMENT PROGRAM ,
Survival Ebooks
  dd 2808 form: AR 350-51 06/11/2001 UNITED STATES ARMY OFFICER CANDIDATE
SCHOOL , Survival Ebooks Us Department Of Defense, www.survivalebooks.com, Department of
Defense, Delene Kvasnicka, United States Government US Army, United States Army, Department of
the Army, U. S. Army, Army, DOD, The United States Army, AR 350-51 06/11/2001 UNITED STATES
ARMY OFFICER CANDIDATE SCHOOL , Survival Ebooks
  dd 2808 form: AR 40-501 12/14/2007 STANDARDS OF MEDICAL FITNESS , Survival Ebooks
Us Department Of Defense, www.survivalebooks.com, Department of Defense, Delene Kvasnicka,
United States Government US Army, United States Army, Department of the Army, U. S. Army,
Army, DOD, The United States Army, AR 40-501 12/14/2007 STANDARDS OF MEDICAL FITNESS ,
Survival Ebooks
  dd 2808 form: AR 40-66 06/17/2008 MEDICAL RECORD ADMINISTRATION AND
HEALTH CARE DOCUMENTATION , Survival Ebooks Us Department Of Defense,
www.survivalebooks.com, Department of Defense, Delene Kvasnicka, United States Government US
Army, United States Army, Department of the Army, U. S. Army, Army, DOD, The United States
Army, AR 40-66 06/17/2008 MEDICAL RECORD ADMINISTRATION AND HEALTH CARE
DOCUMENTATION , Survival Ebooks
  dd 2808 form: U.S. Army 68W10 Fieldcraft Student Handouts , CONTENTS By SUBJECT:
Abdominal Primary Care Basic Wound Primary Care EENT Primary Care Infection Asepsis Sterile
Technique Injections Medication Administration Orthopedics Primary Care Pharmacology
Respiratory Primary Care Sick Call and Medical Documentation Skin Disease Primary Care
Venipuncture
  dd 2808 form: AR 420-1 02/12/2008 ARMY FACILITIES MANAGEMENT , Survival
Ebooks Us Department Of Defense, www.survivalebooks.com, Department of Defense, Delene
Kvasnicka, United States Government US Army, United States Army, Department of the Army, U. S.
Army, Army, DOD, The United States Army, AR 420-1 02/12/2008 ARMY FACILITIES
MANAGEMENT , Survival Ebooks
  dd 2808 form: AR 612-201 02/24/2011 INITIAL ENTRY/PRIOR SERVICE TRAINEE SUPPORT ,
Survival Ebooks Us Department Of Defense, www.survivalebooks.com, Department of Defense,
Delene Kvasnicka, United States Government US Army, United States Army, Department of the
Army, U. S. Army, Army, DOD, The United States Army, AR 612-201 02/24/2011 INITIAL
ENTRY/PRIOR SERVICE TRAINEE SUPPORT , Survival Ebooks
  dd 2808 form: AR 611-75 07/20/2007 MANAGEMENT OF ARMY DIVERS , Survival Ebooks Us
Department Of Defense, www.survivalebooks.com, Department of Defense, Delene Kvasnicka,
United States Government US Army, United States Army, Department of the Army, U. S. Army,
Army, DOD, The United States Army, AR 611-75 07/20/2007 MANAGEMENT OF ARMY DIVERS ,
Survival Ebooks
  dd 2808 form: AR 40-400 07/08/2014 PATIENT ADMINISTRATION , Survival Ebooks Us
Department Of Defense, www.survivalebooks.com, Department of Defense, Delene Kvasnicka,
United States Government US Army, United States Army, Department of the Army, U. S. Army,
Army, DOD, The United States Army, AR 40-400 07/08/2014 PATIENT ADMINISTRATION , Survival



Ebooks
  dd 2808 form: Medical Supply Catalog Health and Human Services Supply Service Center
(U.S.), 1996*
  dd 2808 form: AR 12-15 01/03/2011 JOINT SECURITY COOPERATION EDUCATION AND
TRAINING , Survival Ebooks Us Department Of Defense, www.survivalebooks.com, Department of
Defense, Delene Kvasnicka, United States Government US Army, United States Army, Department of
the Army, U. S. Army, Army, DOD, The United States Army, AR 12-15 01/03/2011 JOINT SECURITY
COOPERATION EDUCATION AND TRAINING , Survival Ebooks
  dd 2808 form: AR 600-110 04/22/2014 IDENTIFICATION, SURVEILLANCE, AND
ADMINISTRATION OF PERSONNEL INFECTED WITH HUMAN IMMUNODEFICIENCY VIRUS ,
Survival Ebooks Us Department Of Defense, www.survivalebooks.com, Department of Defense,
Delene Kvasnicka, United States Government US Army, United States Army, Department of the
Army, U. S. Army, Army, DOD, The United States Army, AR 600-110 04/22/2014 IDENTIFICATION,
SURVEILLANCE, AND ADMINISTRATION OF PERSONNEL INFECTED WITH HUMAN
IMMUNODEFICIENCY VIRUS , Survival Ebooks
  dd 2808 form: AR 611-110 06/15/2005 SELECTION AND TRAINING OF ARMY AVIATION
OFFICERS , Survival Ebooks Us Department Of Defense, www.survivalebooks.com, Department of
Defense, Delene Kvasnicka, United States Government US Army, United States Army, Department of
the Army, U. S. Army, Army, DOD, The United States Army, AR 611-110 06/15/2005 SELECTION
AND TRAINING OF ARMY AVIATION OFFICERS , Survival Ebooks
  dd 2808 form: AR 601-1 10/12/2007 ASSIGNMENT OF ENLISTED PERSONNEL TO THE U.S.
ARMY RECRUITING COMMAND , Survival Ebooks Us Department Of Defense,
www.survivalebooks.com, Department of Defense, Delene Kvasnicka, United States Government US
Army, United States Army, Department of the Army, U. S. Army, Army, DOD, The United States
Army, AR 601-1 10/12/2007 ASSIGNMENT OF ENLISTED PERSONNEL TO THE U.S. ARMY
RECRUITING COMMAND , Survival Ebooks
  dd 2808 form: Guide to Joining the Military Peterson's, 2013-11-12 Guide to Joining the
Military includes topics like: women in the military, details on opportunities available within all
branches of the military, what to expect from a military career, information on joining the national
guard and reserve, coverage of the ASVAB examination, details on the physical exam and
background investigation, basic training facts (daily schedules, training regimens, physical
conditioning and more).
  dd 2808 form: Aeromedical Psychology Carrie H. Kennedy, Gary G. Kay, 2017-11-01
Aeromedical psychology is that branch of psychology pertaining to the assessment, selection and
evaluation of aviation personnel. This book, Aeromedical Psychology, is designed to provide the
means for a variety of clinicians to carry out sound assessment and selection procedures, perform
informed evaluations and make subsequent recommendations regarding flight status and treatment
strategies geared to the aviation environment. To facilitate a dynamic understanding of the field, the
book emphasizes an integration of applications and theory, case examples and research. The book is
divided into three parts. The first presents assessment and selection procedures for aviation
personnel (i.e. air traffic controllers, flight officers and pilots) and astronauts and the many ways in
which both psychologists and psychiatrists are involved in these roles. In the second part, the waiver
standards put forth by both the FAA and the various branches of the military are presented, as well
as the waiver decision process. Clinical issues unique to aviation - notably fear of flying, motivation
to fly and airsickness - are addressed, as well as possible courses of intervention, treatment and
disposition. In the final part, more specialized issues pertaining to aeromedical psychology are dealt
with, namely the psychopharmacological research and regulations applicable to recreational pilots
and aviation personnel, managing the aftermath of aviation mishaps and the psychologist's role in
accident investigations.
  dd 2808 form: Corpsman Student Handbooks I, II and III Combined: U.S. Navy Basic
Hospital Corps School Training Manuals U.S. NAVAL HOSPITAL CORPS SCHOOL, MISSION OF



NAVAL HOSPITAL CORPS SCHOOL To train Sailors to perform as basic Navy Hospital Corpsmen.
The Student Handbook series was written to be used in the fourteen-week curriculum of the Basic
Hospital Corps School. There are three Handbooks in the series: Handbook I - Fundamentals
Handbook II - Emergency Care Handbook III - Nursing Care The Student Handbooks contain reading
and study material to supplement the classroom lectures and demonstrations conducted during the
course. Each topic in the course has a section in one of the Handbooks. The text is followed by a
Worksheet, which provides study questions based on the learning objectives. The Worksheet
questions are similar to those on the written examinations. Tips for Success, eight pages of study
techniques, test taking strategies, and suggestions for time management follow the Foreword in
Handbook I. The Student Handbooks are best used to read and prepare for upcoming classroom
lectures, to re-read and fill-in the worksheet assignments and finally, re-reading as many times as
necessary in preparation for written examinations and laboratory performance. Students who keep
their Handbooks after graduation will find them to be an excellent study guide for advancement
examinations and an outstanding reference during future duty assignments. Study smart or study
hard, the choice is yours.
  dd 2808 form: AR 635-40 02/08/2006 PHYSICAL EVALUATION FOR RETENTION,
RETIREMENT, OR SEPARATION , Survival Ebooks Us Department Of Defense,
www.survivalebooks.com, Department of Defense, Delene Kvasnicka, United States Government US
Army, United States Army, Department of the Army, U. S. Army, Army, DOD, The United States
Army, AR 635-40 02/08/2006 PHYSICAL EVALUATION FOR RETENTION, RETIREMENT, OR
SEPARATION , Survival Ebooks
  dd 2808 form: Wounded Army Guard and Reserve Forces United States. Congress. House.
Committee on Government Reform, 2005
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