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Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners: Ensuring Safe and Ethical Chiropractic Practice in Texas

The Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners (TBCE) plays a crucial role in regulating the chiropractic
profession within the Lone Star State. As the authoritative governing body, it is responsible for licensing
qualified chiropractors, setting professional standards, and ensuring that chiropractic practitioners adhere
to ethical and safety guidelines. For residents seeking chiropractic care or aspiring practitioners, understanding
the functions and responsibilities of the TBCE is essential to ensure quality, safety, and compliance within the
chiropractic field in Texas.

Overview of the Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners

The Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners was established to oversee the licensing, regulation, and discipline
of chiropractors practicing in Texas. Its primary mission is to protect the public by ensuring that those holding
a chiropractic license meet rigorous standards of education, competence, and ethical conduct.

History and Formation

The TBCE was created in response to the growing demand for regulation of chiropractic practice in Texas. It
functions as a state agency governed by a board composed of licensed chiropractors and public members. Over
the years, the TBCE has evolved to address emerging issues in chiropractic care and to uphold the integrity of
the profession.

Legal Authority and Regulations

The board operates under the Texas Occupations Code, specifically Chapter 201, which outlines the scope of
practice, licensing requirements, and disciplinary procedures. Its authority extends to:

Issuing and renewing chiropractic licenses

Establishing educational and professional standards

Investigating complaints and enforcing disciplinary actions

Setting continuing education requirements

Licensing and Certification Process

One of the core responsibilities of the TBCE is to ensure that only qualified individuals practice chiropractic
care in Texas. The licensing process involves several steps designed to verify an applicant’s education, training,
and ethical standing.



Educational Requirements

Applicants must graduate from an accredited chiropractic college recognized by the TBCE. The typical
educational pathway includes:

Completing a Doctor of Chiropractic (D.C.) degree from an accredited institution

Passing the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners (NBCE) exams

Obtaining practical experience through supervised clinical internships

Application and Examination

To obtain licensure, candidates must submit an application to the TBCE, which includes:

Proof of educational qualifications1.

Passing scores on the NBCE exams2.

Background checks and fingerprinting3.

Compliance with other state-specific requirements4.

Once applications are approved, candidates must pass the Texas jurisprudence exam, which tests knowledge of
state laws governing chiropractic practice.

Renewal and Continuing Education

Chiropractors licensed in Texas are required to renew their licenses periodically, typically every two years.
Renewal involves:

Submitting renewal applications and fees

Completing a specified number of continuing education (CE) hours, including ethics and safety courses

Maintaining professional liability insurance

Scope of Practice and Professional Standards

The TBCE delineates the scope of practice for licensed chiropractors, emphasizing safe and ethical treatment.



Authorized Practices

Chiropractors in Texas are permitted to:

Perform spinal adjustments and manipulations

Use diagnostic imaging such as X-rays

Provide patient education on musculoskeletal health

Develop treatment plans tailored to individual needs

However, the scope does not extend to prescribing drugs or performing surgical procedures, which are outside
chiropractic practice.

Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct

The TBCE enforces a strict code of ethics that includes principles such as:

Maintaining patient confidentiality

Obtaining informed consent

Providing honest and competent care

Avoiding conflicts of interest

Violations of these standards can result in disciplinary actions, including suspension or revocation of
licenses.

Disciplinary Actions and Complaint Resolution

The TBCE maintains procedures to investigate complaints against chiropractors and take disciplinary actions
when necessary.

Common Reasons for Disciplinary Action

Disciplinary measures may be taken for issues such as:

Practicing without a valid license

Unprofessional conduct or malpractice

Fraudulent billing or insurance fraud



Substance abuse impairing professional judgment

Complaint Process

Patients or third parties can file complaints with the TBCE, which then:

Investigates the allegations1.

Provides an opportunity for the chiropractor to respond2.

Imposes sanctions if violations are confirmed3.

Sanctions may include fines, probation, suspension, or license revocation, depending on the severity of the
violation.

Public Resources and Support

The TBCE offers various resources to both the public and practitioners to promote transparency and support.

Consumer Protection

Patients can access information about licensed chiropractors, including license status, disciplinary history,
and practice locations via the TBCE website. This transparency helps consumers make informed decisions and
avoid unlicensed practitioners.

Professional Development and Resources

Chiropractors can find guidance on licensing renewal, continuing education opportunities, and updates on legal
or procedural changes through the TBCE’s official channels.

Future Trends and Challenges in Chiropractic Regulation

As healthcare evolves, so does the regulatory landscape.

Integration with Mainstream Healthcare

Increasing collaboration between chiropractors and other healthcare professionals calls for clear guidelines
on scope and interdisciplinary practice.



Technological Advancements

With innovations like telehealth and advanced imaging, the TBCE faces the challenge of regulating new
modalities while maintaining safety standards.

Public Awareness and Education

Promoting awareness about the scope of chiropractic practice and the importance of licensure helps protect
consumers from unqualified providers.

Conclusion

The Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners serves as a vital guardian of public health and professional
integrity within the chiropractic community in Texas. By establishing rigorous licensing standards, enforcing
ethical practices, and overseeing disciplinary processes, the TBCE ensures that residents receive safe, effective,
and ethical chiropractic care. Whether you are a patient seeking reputable chiropractic services or a
professional aiming to practice within legal and ethical boundaries, understanding the functions and
regulations of the TBCE is fundamental. Staying informed about licensing requirements, continuing education,
and the board’s initiatives helps foster a trustworthy healthcare environment in Texas.

For more information, visit the official Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners website, where you can access
licensing resources, complaint procedures, and educational updates.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the role of the Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners?

The Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners regulates the licensing, practice, and standards of chiropractors in
Texas to ensure public safety and professional competence.

How can I verify a chiropractor's license in Texas?

You can verify a chiropractor's license through the Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners' official online
license verification portal on their website.

What are the requirements to become licensed as a chiropractor in Texas?

Applicants must graduate from an accredited chiropractic college, pass the National Board of Chiropractic
Examiners exams, and pass the Texas jurisprudence exam, among other requirements.

How does the Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners handle complaints
against chiropractors?

The board investigates all complaints thoroughly and may take disciplinary action, including suspension or
revocation of licenses, if violations of laws or standards are found.

https://www.tbce.state.tx.us


Are there continuing education requirements for licensed chiropractors in
Texas?

Yes, licensed chiropractors in Texas must complete a specified number of continuing education hours every
renewal period to maintain their license.

How can I contact the Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners for more
information?

You can contact the Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners via their official website, email, or phone number
listed on their contact page for assistance and inquiries.

Additional Resources
Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners

The Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners (TBCE) is a pivotal regulatory authority responsible for
overseeing the licensure, regulation, and discipline of chiropractic practitioners within the state of Texas. As a
cornerstone in maintaining high standards of chiropractic care, the TBCE ensures that licensed chiropractors
adhere to legal, ethical, and professional guidelines, thereby safeguarding public health and promoting the
integrity of chiropractic practice. For anyone considering entering the chiropractic profession in Texas or
seeking chiropractic services, understanding the role, functions, and standards set forth by the TBCE is
essential.

---

Overview of the Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners

The Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners was established to regulate the practice of chiropractic medicine
within Texas. Its primary mission is to protect the public by ensuring chiropractors meet established standards
of competency, ethics, and professionalism. The TBCE operates under the authority of the Texas Medical Board
and the Texas Occupations Code, specifically Title 3, Chapter 201, which defines the scope and regulation of
chiropractic practice.

The Board’s responsibilities include licensure, renewal, discipline, and enforcement activities. Additionally, it
provides resources for licensees, maintains public records, and advocates for best practices within the
profession. The TBCE also engages in public education efforts to inform consumers about chiropractic care and
how to verify licensed practitioners.

---

Licensing Process and Requirements

Obtaining a license from the Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners involves several steps designed to verify
the applicant’s qualifications and ensure readiness to practice safely and ethically.

Educational Requirements

- Completion of an accredited Doctor of Chiropractic (D.C.) program approved by the Council on Chiropractic



Education (CCE).
- Submission of official transcripts demonstrating graduation from an approved program.
- Fulfillment of coursework in anatomy, physiology, microbiology, and other related sciences.

Examinations

- Passing scores on the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners (NBCE) Parts I, II, III, and IV.
- Successful completion of a jurisprudence examination specific to Texas law.
- Additional clinical competency assessments may be required.

Application Process

- Submission of a completed application form along with applicable fees.
- Providing proof of education, examination results, and good moral character.
- Background checks and fingerprinting are often part of the process.

Pros:

- Ensures only qualified individuals are licensed.
- Maintains high standards for patient safety.

Cons:

- The process can be lengthy and costly for applicants.
- Some applicants may find the examination requirements challenging.

---

Licensing Renewal and Continuing Education

Once licensed, chiropractors in Texas must renew their licenses periodically, typically every two years, and
complete continuing education (CE) requirements to maintain their license validity.

Renewal Process

- Submission of renewal application and fee.
- Completion of required CE credits.
- Submission of any necessary documentation or disclosures.

Continuing Education Requirements

- A minimum of 24 hours of CE every renewal cycle.
- Courses must be approved by the TBCE and relevant to chiropractic practice.
- Topics often include ethics, patient safety, new techniques, and legal updates.

Features:

- Online renewal options for convenience.



- Access to approved CE providers on the TBCE website.

Pros:

- Promotes ongoing professional development.
- Keeps practitioners updated with current best practices.

Cons:

- The CE requirement may be burdensome for busy practitioners.
- Variability in course quality if not carefully vetted.

---

Discipline, Complaints, and Enforcement

The TBCE maintains a strict discipline process to address violations of laws, regulations, or professional
standards. This helps uphold the integrity of the chiropractic profession and protect the public.

Complaint Handling

- Public or peer complaints are investigated thoroughly.
- The Board may conduct hearings or audits.
- Violations can include unlicensed practice, malpractice, fraud, or ethical breaches.

Disciplinary Actions

- Reprimands or censure.
- License suspension or revocation.
- Fines or other penalties.
- Required remedial education or monitoring.

Features:

- Transparent disciplinary process with public records.
- Options for licensee appeals.

Pros:

- Ensures accountability among practitioners.
- Protects patients from substandard care.

Cons:

- Process can be lengthy and stressful for licensees.
- Possible perception of over-regulation if overly strict.

---



Public Resources and Education

The TBCE offers numerous resources aimed at both consumers and practitioners to foster transparency,
education, and safety.

For Consumers

- License verification tool on the official website.
- Educational materials on choosing a qualified chiropractor.
- Information on patient rights and complaint procedures.

For Practitioners

- Guidelines on legal and ethical standards.
- Updates on regulatory changes.
- Continuing education directories and approved courses.

Features:

- User-friendly online portal.
- Regular updates and newsletters.

Pros:

- Empowers consumers to make informed choices.
- Assists practitioners in maintaining compliance.

Cons:

- Information overload can be confusing for newcomers.
- Limited outreach in rural or underserved areas.

---

Challenges and Future Outlook

While the Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners has established a robust framework for regulation, it faces
ongoing challenges such as adapting to technological advances, managing increasing licensee numbers, and
addressing public perceptions of chiropractic care.

Emerging Trends

- Incorporation of telehealth and digital consultations.
- Emphasis on evidence-based practices.
- Greater integration with multidisciplinary health teams.



Potential Improvements

- Streamlining licensing and renewal processes through automation.
- Expanding public education campaigns.
- Enhancing interdisciplinary collaborations.

Prospects:

- Continued emphasis on high standards.
- Opportunities for innovation in regulation and practice.

Concerns:

- Balancing regulation with accessibility.
- Ensuring equitable outreach and education.

---

Conclusion

The Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners plays a vital role in shaping the chiropractic landscape in Texas.
Its comprehensive regulatory functions help maintain high standards of safety, ethics, and professionalism
within the profession. While the processes involved—licensing, renewal, discipline—are rigorous, they
ultimately serve to protect the public and uphold the integrity of chiropractic care. For practitioners,
adherence to TBCE regulations ensures legitimacy and fosters trust with patients. For consumers, the TBCE
provides valuable resources to verify practitioners and understand their rights. As chiropractic medicine
continues to evolve, the TBCE’s commitment to regulation and public safety will remain central to its mission,
with ongoing adaptations needed to meet emerging healthcare challenges.

---

Summary of Key Features:

- Rigorous licensure and renewal standards ensure qualified practitioners.
- Continuing education mandates promote ongoing professional development.
- Transparent disciplinary processes uphold accountability.
- Public resources foster informed decision-making.
- Challenges include adaptation to new technologies and maintaining accessibility.

Overall, the Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners exemplifies a proactive regulatory body dedicated to
balancing practitioner competence with public safety, ensuring that the chiropractic profession in Texas
remains reputable and trustworthy.
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