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Understanding Amy Tan's essay, Mother Tongue, involves exploring its themes,
analyzing its messages, and engaging with questions that deepen
comprehension. This article provides a comprehensive set of questions and
answers designed to facilitate a thorough understanding of Tan's essay,
making it suitable for students, educators, or anyone interested in exploring
the nuances of her work. By dissecting the content, language, and underlying
messages, readers can appreciate the significance of language in cultural
identity and personal expression.

Overview of "Mother Tongue"

What is the main theme of Amy Tan’s essay?
The central theme of Mother Tongue is the exploration of language as a
reflection of identity and cultural background. Amy Tan discusses how her
mother’s limited English affected her life and perceptions while emphasizing
the importance of embracing different forms of language as part of one’s
identity. The essay delves into issues of linguistic prejudice, the power of
language in shaping perceptions, and the connection between language and
personal authenticity.

What personal experiences does Amy Tan share in her
essay?
Tan recounts her experiences growing up with her mother’s "broken" English
and how society’s perception of her mother’s language influenced her own
understanding of language and identity. She describes instances where her
mother's language affected her academic and social life, as well as her own
use of language in different contexts—formal, informal, and literary.

Key Questions and In-Depth Answers

1. How does Amy Tan describe her mother’s way of



speaking, and what does it reveal about her cultural
background?
Tan describes her mother’s English as "broken" or "limited," characterized by
grammatical errors and unconventional usage. Despite this, her mother’s
language is rich with idioms and expressions that reflect her Chinese
heritage. Tan emphasizes that her mother's way of speaking is a natural
reflection of her cultural background and life experiences. It reveals the
importance of understanding and respecting linguistic diversity, highlighting
that language is deeply tied to cultural identity and personal history.

2. What does Amy Tan mean when she says she has “two
different kinds of English”? How does this affect
her communication?
Tan explains that she speaks two forms of English: the formal, polished
English used in academic and professional settings, and the more informal,
expressive English influenced by her mother’s speech. This duality affects
her communication by requiring her to switch between different linguistic
registers depending on the context. It also influences how others perceive
her—sometimes underestimating her because of her mother’s English, but also
enabling her to connect authentically with her cultural roots.

3. How does societal perception of language
influence the way Amy Tan’s mother is treated?
Tan describes instances where her mother’s limited English leads to
discrimination or condescension, such as being ignored in service settings or
dismissed as unintelligent. These experiences illustrate society’s tendency
to equate linguistic proficiency with intelligence and worth. Tan highlights
how these perceptions can marginalize individuals based on language and
underscores the importance of recognizing linguistic diversity as valid and
valuable.

4. In what ways does Amy Tan argue that language
shapes identity?
Tan contends that language is an integral part of personal and cultural
identity. She argues that the way we speak and express ourselves reflects our
backgrounds, beliefs, and experiences. For her, her mother’s language is a
source of pride and authenticity, shaping her understanding of her cultural
roots. Tan emphasizes that embracing one’s language, including non-standard
forms, is essential to maintaining one’s identity and integrity.



5. How does Tan challenge the stereotypes associated
with non-standard English?
Tan challenges the stereotype that non-standard English is inferior or
unintelligent. She demonstrates through her own experiences that an
individual’s language does not determine their intelligence or worth. Her
essay advocates for a broader acceptance of linguistic diversity and
questions societal biases that devalue forms of speech associated with
minority cultures.

6. What role does Amy Tan’s personal narrative play
in conveying her message?
Tan’s personal narrative makes her message relatable and compelling. By
sharing her own experiences, she humanizes the issues surrounding language
and identity. Her storytelling illustrates how language influences
perceptions and opportunities, encouraging readers to consider their own
biases and assumptions about language and culture.

7. How does Amy Tan use anecdotes and examples to
support her arguments?
Tan employs vivid anecdotes, such as her mother’s interactions in restaurants
or her own experiences with academic institutions, to exemplify the societal
biases and personal challenges related to language. These stories serve to
personalize abstract concepts, making her arguments more tangible and
impactful.

8. What is the significance of the title "Mother
Tongue"?
The title “Mother Tongue” refers to the native language or dialect that one
learns from their mother, symbolizing cultural heritage and personal
identity. It also alludes to the different “tongues” or forms of language Tan
navigates—her mother’s language, her own informal speech, and her polished
academic language—highlighting the multifaceted nature of linguistic
identity.

Discussion Questions and Analytical Insights



1. Why does Amy Tan believe that her mother’s
English is “perfectly acceptable”?
Tan believes her mother’s English is "perfectly acceptable" because it
effectively communicates her thoughts and feelings. It is a natural,
authentic expression of her cultural background and life experiences. Tan
argues that linguistic correctness should not be measured solely by adherence
to standard grammar but by the ability to convey meaning and identity.

2. How does Tan’s perspective on language challenge
traditional notions of linguistic correctness?
Tan challenges the idea that Standard English is the only "correct" form of
language. She advocates for recognizing the validity of diverse linguistic
expressions, especially those rooted in cultural heritage. Her perspective
underscores that language variation is natural and valuable, not a sign of
deficiency.

3. In what ways does Tan’s essay address issues of
societal prejudice?
Tan’s essay addresses prejudice by illustrating how society often judges
individuals based on their language proficiency. She exposes stereotypes that
associate non-standard English with stupidity or incompetence, urging readers
to look beyond superficial judgments and appreciate the richness of
linguistic diversity.

4. How can Tan’s insights be applied to contemporary
discussions about language and identity?
Tan’s insights encourage inclusivity and respect for linguistic differences
today. They remind us to value cultural heritage expressed through language
and to challenge biases that marginalize speakers of non-standard dialects.
Her perspective promotes a more equitable understanding of language as a
vital aspect of individual identity.

Conclusion

What is the overall message of Amy Tan’s "Mother



Tongue"?
The overall message of Mother Tongue is that language is a powerful
reflection of cultural identity and personal history. It emphasizes the
importance of embracing linguistic diversity and resisting societal
stereotypes that devalue non-standard English. Tan advocates for
acknowledging the richness of different linguistic expressions and
recognizing that one’s language does not define their intelligence or worth.

Why is it important to study questions and answers
related to "Mother Tongue"?
Studying questions and answers about Mother Tongue helps deepen understanding
of complex issues surrounding language, identity, and cultural perception. It
encourages critical thinking about societal biases and promotes empathy for
linguistic minorities. Engaging with these questions fosters appreciation for
the diversity of human expression and the importance of respecting all forms
of language.

Final Thoughts

Engage with the text critically and reflect on your own perceptions of
language.

Recognize the cultural significance behind different speech patterns and
dialects.

Advocate for inclusivity and respect for linguistic diversity in your
community.

This comprehensive exploration of Mother Tongue through questions and answers
aims to provide clarity, provoke thought, and foster a deeper appreciation
for Amy Tan’s insights on language and identity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in Amy Tan's
'Mother Tongue'?
Amy Tan's 'Mother Tongue' explores themes such as language and identity,
cultural assimilation, the power of language in shaping perceptions, and the



challenges faced by non-native speakers in society.

How does Amy Tan describe her mother's use of
language in 'Mother Tongue'?
Amy Tan describes her mother's use of 'broken' or non-standard English as a
reflection of her cultural identity and intelligence, emphasizing that her
mother's language does not diminish her worth or capabilities.

What is the significance of the title 'Mother
Tongue' in Amy Tan's essay?
The title 'Mother Tongue' signifies the language spoken by one's mother,
highlighting its emotional and cultural importance, and emphasizing how
language shapes personal and cultural identity.

How does Amy Tan illustrate the impact of language
stereotypes in her essay?
Amy Tan illustrates the impact of stereotypes by recounting experiences where
her mother's English led others to underestimate her intelligence,
demonstrating societal biases based on language.

What message does Amy Tan convey about the
relationship between language and cultural identity?
Amy Tan conveys that language is a vital part of cultural identity and that
embracing one's 'mother tongue' is essential to understanding oneself and
fostering cultural pride.

In what ways does 'Mother Tongue' challenge societal
perceptions of language proficiency?
The essay challenges perceptions by showing that language proficiency does
not equate to intelligence or worth, and that non-standard English can still
carry depth, meaning, and cultural significance.

Additional Resources
Mother Tongue by Amy Tan Questions and Answers: A Comprehensive Guide

Amy Tan’s essay, "Mother Tongue," offers a profound exploration of language,
identity, and cultural perception. As a thought-provoking piece, it invites
readers to reflect on the ways language shapes our understanding of ourselves
and others. For students and literature enthusiasts alike, engaging with
"Mother Tongue" through questions and answers provides a deeper grasp of



Tan’s themes, stylistic choices, and underlying messages. This guide aims to
dissect key questions often posed about the essay, providing detailed answers
that illuminate Tan’s insights and intentions.

---

Understanding the Context of "Mother Tongue"

Before delving into specific questions, it’s crucial to appreciate the
background of Amy Tan’s essay. Published in 1990 as part of her collection
"The Opposite of Fate," "Mother Tongue" examines her experiences growing up
with a mother whose English was considered "broken" by societal standards.
Tan reflects on how her mother’s language influenced her identity and how
societal perceptions of language can lead to stereotypes and
misunderstandings.

---

Key Questions and In-Depth Answers on "Mother Tongue"

1. What is the central theme of "Mother Tongue"?

Answer:

The central theme of "Mother Tongue" is the relationship between language and
identity. Amy Tan explores how her mother’s "broken" English impacted her
life, both personally and professionally. She emphasizes that language is
more than just a tool for communication; it’s a reflection of cultural
identity, social status, and personal experience. Tan advocates for
recognizing the validity and richness of different forms of English,
challenging societal stereotypes that equate language proficiency with
intelligence or worth. The essay also discusses how societal biases can
marginalize non-standard language speakers and how this affects perceptions
of competence and credibility.

---

2. How does Amy Tan describe her mother’s English, and what significance does
it hold?

Answer:

Amy Tan describes her mother’s English as "Limited English," which is often
misunderstood or dismissed by others. She refers to it as a unique,
expressive form of language—"Mother Tongue"—that reflects her mother’s
cultural background and life experiences. Tan emphasizes that her mother’s
English, though imperfect by standard standards, is a form of linguistic
expression that conveys her love, wisdom, and perspective.

The significance of her mother’s English lies in its authenticity and
emotional richness. Tan argues that her mother’s language, though considered



"broken" by societal standards, is a legitimate and powerful form of
communication. This recognition becomes a central point in Tan’s argument
against stereotypes, highlighting that language should not be a measure of a
person’s intelligence or value.

---

3. Why does Amy Tan choose the title "Mother Tongue"?

Answer:

The title "Mother Tongue" symbolizes the language that a person learns from
their mother—a language deeply intertwined with cultural identity and
emotional connection. Tan uses this title to emphasize the importance of her
mother’s language, which is different from the standardized English often
deemed "correct." The phrase also evokes notions of origin, heritage, and
personal roots, suggesting that the language spoken at home shapes one’s
sense of self.

Furthermore, the title underscores the essay’s core message: that all forms
of language, including non-standard or regional dialects, are valid and
meaningful. By choosing this title, Tan seeks to elevate the status of her
mother’s language and challenge societal prejudices associated with
linguistic correctness.

---

4. How does Amy Tan illustrate the impact of societal stereotypes on
language?

Answer:

Amy Tan illustrates societal stereotypes through her personal anecdotes and
observations. She recounts how her mother’s English was often misunderstood
or underestimated, leading to discrimination and diminished credibility. For
example, Tan describes instances where her mother’s speech was dismissed, and
how this affected her own perceptions of her mother’s intelligence.

Tan also discusses how society tends to equate language proficiency with
intelligence, often marginalizing those who speak with accents or dialects
different from standard English. She highlights that these stereotypes can
reinforce social inequalities, affecting employment opportunities, social
acceptance, and self-esteem.

Through her narrative, Tan demonstrates that such stereotypes are superficial
and unjust, emphasizing the need to appreciate linguistic diversity and
recognize the depth and intelligence behind different ways of speaking.

---

5. What is Tan’s perspective on code-switching and linguistic versatility?



Answer:

Amy Tan views code-switching—the practice of shifting between different
language styles depending on context—as a natural and valuable skill. She
acknowledges that her ability to adapt her language to fit different
audiences has been crucial in her career as a writer and speaker. Tan sees
code-switching as a form of linguistic versatility that allows individuals to
navigate various social settings effectively.

She also suggests that code-switching is a reflection of cultural identity
and adaptability. For her, speaking "standard" English in professional
settings and "mother tongue" at home are both legitimate expressions of her
identity. Tan encourages embracing this versatility, asserting that it
enriches one’s linguistic repertoire and helps break down barriers created by
linguistic prejudices.

---

Analytical Questions for Deeper Understanding

6. How does Tan use personal anecdotes to support her arguments?

Answer:

Tan employs personal anecdotes as compelling evidence of her claims about
language and identity. For instance, she shares stories about her mother’s
English, her own experiences with societal judgments, and her career as a
writer. These stories humanize her arguments, making abstract issues concrete
and relatable.

By recounting specific incidents—such as her mother’s interactions with
doctors, her own struggles to be taken seriously, or her reflections on her
writing—Tan illustrates how language influences perceptions and
opportunities. These anecdotes serve to evoke empathy and underscore her main
message: that linguistic prejudice is unjust and that all forms of language
deserve respect.

---

7. What stylistic devices does Amy Tan use to enhance her essay?

Answer:

Amy Tan employs several stylistic devices to strengthen her essay:

- Anecdotes: Personal stories add authenticity and emotional appeal.
- Repetition: The phrase "mother tongue" is repeated to emphasize its
importance.
- Imagery: Descriptions of her mother’s speech and interactions evoke vivid
mental pictures.
- Contrasts: Tan contrasts her mother’s "broken" English with her own



polished writing to highlight societal biases.
- Tone: A respectful, reflective tone encourages readers to reconsider their
perceptions of language.

These devices work together to create a compelling narrative that challenges
stereotypes and fosters appreciation for linguistic diversity.

---

Critical Thinking and Reflection

8. How does "Mother Tongue" challenge traditional notions of linguistic
correctness?

Answer:

"Mother Tongue" challenges traditional notions of correctness by asserting
that language validity is not determined by adherence to standard grammar or
pronunciation. Tan emphasizes that all linguistic forms—be they dialects,
accents, or regional variations—are valid expressions of cultural identity
and personal experience. She advocates for recognizing the richness and
complexity of different language forms rather than dismissing them as
inferior.

By sharing her own journey as a writer who draws inspiration from her
mother’s language, Tan demonstrates that non-standard English can be powerful
and expressive. Her essay encourages a reevaluation of societal standards
that equate linguistic "correctness" with intelligence, prompting readers to
embrace diversity in language.

---

9. In what ways does Tan’s essay relate to broader issues of cultural
identity and social inequality?

Answer:

Tan’s essay touches on broader issues of cultural identity by illustrating
how language embodies cultural roots and personal history. Her depiction of
her mother’s English highlights how societal perceptions can marginalize
individuals based on linguistic differences, often intersecting with race,
class, and ethnicity.

The essay also addresses social inequality, showing how linguistic prejudices
can limit opportunities and reinforce stereotypes. By advocating for a
broader appreciation of linguistic diversity, Tan calls for social
change—encouraging society to value all forms of language and, by extension,
the cultures they represent. Her work underscores the importance of
respecting cultural identities and challenging systemic biases that
perpetuate inequality.



---

Final Thoughts

"Mother Tongue" by Amy Tan is a powerful reflection on the significance of
language beyond mere communication. It challenges readers to reconsider their
perceptions of linguistic correctness, recognize the beauty in diverse
language forms, and appreciate the cultural identities intertwined with
language. Engaging with questions and answers about the essay deepens our
understanding of these themes, fostering empathy and promoting linguistic
inclusivity. Whether for academic study or personal growth, exploring Tan’s
insights offers valuable lessons on the profound connection between language
and identity.
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  mother tongue by amy tan questions and answers: Paulo Freire and Multilingual Education
Sandro R. Barros, Luciana C. de Oliveira, 2022-04-19 This collection celebrates the work of Paulo
Freire by assembling transnational perspectives on Freirean-based educational models that
reconsider and reimagine language and literacy instruction, especially for multilingual learners.
Offering an international and comparative overview of Freire’s theories and critical pedagogies in
relation to multilingualism, this volume presents innovative analyses and applications of theories and
methods and features case studies in public schools, after-school and community literacy programs,
and grassroots activism. Part I features chapters that expand on Freire’s concepts and ideas,
including critical literacies, critical consciousness, and liberatory teaching principles. Part II
features chapters that discuss empirical analyses from applied research studies that draw from
these philosophical concepts, making important connections to key topics on supporting students,
curriculum development, and teaching. Ideal for students and scholars in language education,
bilingual/multilingual methods, and sociology of education, the volume informs teacher knowledge
and practice. In offering alternative paradigms to our dominant, homogenized monolingual status
quo, the chapters present a shared vision of what multilingual literacy can offer students and how it
can transform educational spaces into sites of imagination, creativity, and hope.
  mother tongue by amy tan questions and answers: Annotated Instructor's Edition Kim
Flachmann, 2004-02
  mother tongue by amy tan questions and answers: College Admission Essays For Dummies
Geraldine Woods, 2011-06-15 The competition to get into your college of choice has never been
fiercer. Unfortunately, much of the application process is out of your hands. But one major aspect of
the admission process is under your control—your personal statement. Your application essay
provides you with the opportunity to let your true, unique and totally irresistible self shine through.
College Admission Essays For Dummies is your total guide to crafting application essays that will
make people sit up and take notice. It demystifies the authority figures who’ll judge your work, helps
you decide what to write, and then arms you with the knowledge and skills you need to write your
essay on time and on target. Step by step, it walks you through the entire essay-writing process,
offering priceless tips on how to: Choose the best topic, tone, and structure for your essay Capture
the crucial stories that reveal who you are Avoid common pitfalls that can sabotage your application
Overcome writer’s block Know how to respond to unusual and off-the-wall essay questions Write
successful short answers to specific application questions College admission guru Geraldine Woods
punctures common myths about application essays and tells you what you absolutely must do to
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write a good one. With the help of many inspiring and instructive killer essays, she shows you how
to: Put yourself in the right mental state for writing well Gather ideas, focus on a topic and choose
the best structure for your essay Use topic sentences, detail, and strong introductions and
conclusions Write a rough draft Show rather than tell your story Make sure your spelling and
grammar are pitch perfect Create smooth transitions and avoid repetitions Your college application
essay is your chance to show the committee that you’re more than just a statistic. Let College
Admission Essays For Dummies show you how to write “admit-clinching” college essays.
  mother tongue by amy tan questions and answers: Instructors Manual Stephen Reid,
2001-05
  mother tongue by amy tan questions and answers: Reading from the Inside Out Deborah
Silvey, 2002-12 A comprehensive examination of one of the twentieth century's most innovative
writers and critics.
  mother tongue by amy tan questions and answers: Exploring Literature Frank Madden,
2004 Exploring Literature invites students to connect with works of literature in light of their own
experiences and, ultimately, put those connections into writing. With engaging selections,
provocative themes, and comprehensive coverage of the writing process, Madden's anthology is sure
to capture the reader's imagination. Exploring Literature opens with five chapters dedicated to
reading and writing about literature. An anthology follows, organized around five themes. Each
thematic unit includes a rich diversity of short stories, poems, plays, and essays, as well as a case
study to help students explore literature from various perspectives.
  mother tongue by amy tan questions and answers: Touchstone Anthology of Contemporary
Creative Nonfiction Lex Williford, Michael Martone, 2007-12-11 From memoir to journalism,
personal essays to cultural criticism, this indispensable anthology brings together works from all
genres of creative nonfiction, with pieces by fifty contemporary writers including Cheryl Strayed,
David Sedaris, Barbara Kingsolver, and more. Selected by five hundred writers, English professors,
and creative writing teachers from across the country, this collection includes only the most highly
regarded nonfiction work published since 1970. Contributers include: Jo Ann Beard, Wendell Berry,
Eula Biss, Mary Clearman Blew, Charles Bowden, Janet Burroway, Kelly Grey Carlisle, Anne Carson,
Bernard Cooper, Michael W. Cox, Annie Dillard, Mark Doty, Brian Doyle, Tony Earley, Anthony
Farrington, Harrison Candelaria Fletcher, Diane Glancy, Lucy Grealy, William Harrison, Robin
Hemley, Adam Hochschild, Jamaica Kincaid, Barbara Kingsolver , Ted Kooser, Sara Levine, E.J. Levy,
Phillip Lopate, Barry Lopez, Thomas Lynch, Lee Martin, Rebecca McCLanahan, Erin McGraw, John
McPhee, Brenda Miller, Dinty W. Moore, Kathleen Norris, Naomi Shihab Nye, Lia Purpura, Richard
Rhodes, Bill Roorbach, David Sedaris, Richard Selzer, Sue William Silverman, Floyd Skloot, Lauren
Slater, Cheryl Strayed, Amy Tan, Ryan Van Meter, David Foster Wallace, and Joy Williams.
  mother tongue by amy tan questions and answers: The Blair Reader Laurie G. Kirszner,
1999-04-08
  mother tongue by amy tan questions and answers: The Prentice Hall Reader , 2003-05
This best-selling collection features ten chapters focusing on the classic methods of narration,
description, argument, and persuasion. It contains classic and contemporary essays about popular
culture, along with advice about how to read analytically, and how to write persuasively and
effectively. Each chapter is organized clearly and effectively, enabling the reader to not only
understand each essay and but also what the writer was trying to convey. An excellent reference
work as well as an interesting and thoughtful collection of essays.
  mother tongue by amy tan questions and answers: The Short Prose Reader Gilbert H.
Muller, Harvey S. Wiener, 2006
  mother tongue by amy tan questions and answers: Reasoning and Writing Well Betty Mattix
Dietsch, Dietsch, 1999-10
  mother tongue by amy tan questions and answers: We Are America JOY, 2004-09
  mother tongue by amy tan questions and answers: The World is a Text Jonathan Silverman,
Dean Rader, 2006 The book teaches readers the usefulness of learning to actively read their



surroundings. The new edition features a greatly expanded section on writing, editing, and making
arguments. This cultural studies reader directly engages the process of writing about the texts one
sees in everyday life. Its comprehensive and inclusive approach focuses on the relationship between
reading traditional works-such as short stories, and poems-and other less-traditional ones-such as
movies, the Internet, race, ethnicity, and television. For anyone who enjoys provocative and
engaging material, and is interested in developing an appreciation for diverse cultural literary
works.
  mother tongue by amy tan questions and answers: Literature Prentice-Hall Staff, 편집부,
2001-08 It's a powerful combination of the world's best literature and superior reading and skills
instruction! Prentice Hall Literature Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes helps students grasp the
power and beauty that lies within the written word, while the program's research-based reading
approach ensures that no child is left behind.
  mother tongue by amy tan questions and answers: The Longwood Reader , 1993
  mother tongue by amy tan questions and answers: Dreams and Inward Journeys Marjorie
A. Ford, Jon Ford, 2003-05 This best-selling collection of readings explores the theme of dreams, the
imagination, and the heart connected to the reasoning mind. Supporting a creative approach to the
teaching of writing, Dreams and Inward Journeys presents a rich mixture of reflective essays,
stories, and poems. Thematically focused on dream-related topics, the readings chapters discuss
such topics as memory, myths/fairy tales, obsessions, sexuality, gender roles, the other, technology,
popular culture, nature, and spirituality. Readings move from the personal to the abstract,
encouraging students to investigate new ways of seeing and understanding themselves and their
relationship to fundamental social issues and universal human concerns. Featuring a dual thematic
and rhetorical organization, each chapter also provides practical writing advice on a specific
rhetorical pattern, strategies for writing, critical thinking questions, and two to three student sample
papers. Beautiful, stimulating art opens each chapter to support the theme and provide prompts for
prewriting.
  mother tongue by amy tan questions and answers: Prentice Hall Literature: Timeless
Voices Timeless Themes 7e Beyond Literature Grade 11 2002c 편집부, 2001-07-15 It's a powerful
combination of the world's best literature and superior reading and skills instruction! Prentice Hall
Literature Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes helps students grasp the power and beauty that lies
within the written word, while the program's research-based reading approach ensures that no child
is left behind.
  mother tongue by amy tan questions and answers: 75 Readings Plus Santi V. Buscemi,
Charlotte Smith, 2004 75 Readings Plus is a version of the best-selling 75 Readings that supplies
additional guidance for student readers. Both books are rhetorically arranged and collect the most
popular essays for first-year writing. The readings represent a wide variety of authors, disciplines,
issues, and interests.
  mother tongue by amy tan questions and answers: Writer's Choice GLENCOE, Jacqueline
Jones Royster, 1996 An elementary level language arts textbook which develops good writing skills
through exercises in reading, writing, and grammar.
  mother tongue by amy tan questions and answers: Under Western Eyes Garrett Kaoru
Hongo, 1995 Using personal experience as a way of addressing difficult social and political issues,
these contributors look to their own lives to assess how assimilation, generational differences,
racism, language, family, and stereotypes affect their identities as Americans. Amy Tan, Li-Young
Lee, David Mura and Chang-rae Lee are among the contributors. Photos.
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