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matrix hair socolor color chart: An Essential Guide to Achieving Stunning Hair Colors

Understanding the world of professional hair coloring can be overwhelming, especially with the
plethora of options available. Among the most popular and trusted brands in the industry is Matrix,
renowned for its innovative products and vibrant color solutions. One of its standout offerings is the
Matrix SoColor line, which boasts a comprehensive color chart designed to help stylists and hair
enthusiasts select the perfect shade. This guide aims to provide an in-depth look at the Matrix
SoColor color chart, its features, how to interpret it, and tips for choosing the right color for your
hair.

---

What is the Matrix SoColor Color Chart?

The Matrix SoColor color chart is a visual and informational tool that displays the full spectrum of
available shades within the SoColor line. It serves as a reference for professionals and consumers
alike, mapping out the various hues, tones, and intensities to facilitate precise color selection.

Key Features of the SoColor Color Chart

- Comprehensive Color Spectrum: The chart showcases a wide array of shades, from natural blondes
and brunettes to vibrant reds and fashion colors.
- Organized by Color Families: Shades are grouped logically—blondes, brunettes, reds, and fashion
shades—making it easier to navigate.
- Tone and Level Indicators: Each color swatch is accompanied by level and tone information,
indicating depth and hue.
- Compatibility Information: The chart details how colors can be mixed or used with other products
like SoColor Cloud or SoColor Cult for customized results.

Importance of the Color Chart

- Visual Guidance: Helps clients visualize potential results before coloring.
- Color Accuracy: Ensures stylists can select the exact shade matching client preferences.
- Design Flexibility: Facilitates creative color blends and customizations.

---

Understanding the Structure of the Matrix SoColor
Color Chart

The color chart is systematically structured to provide clarity and ease of use. Here’s how it’s
typically organized:



Color Families

1. Blonde Shades: Ranging from platinum to golden blonde.
2. Brunette Shades: From light brown to dark chocolate.
3. Red Shades: Vibrant reds, auburns, and copper tones.
4. Fashion Colors: Bright, pastel, and unconventional hues like violet, blue, and green.

Level System

- Levels 1-10: Indicate the lightness or darkness of the shade.
- Level 1: Black
- Level 2-3: Dark browns
- Level 4-6: Medium browns
- Level 7-9: Blonde shades
- Level 10: Lightest blonde or platinum

Tone Indicators

- N (Neutral): Balanced, natural tones.
- C (Cool): Ashy, icy shades.
- W (Warm): Gold, copper, or red undertones.
- V (Vivid): Bright, saturated colors for fashion shades.

---

How to Read and Interpret the Matrix SoColor Color
Chart

Understanding the chart is essential for making informed color choices. Here are steps to effectively
interpret it:

Step 1: Determine Your Base Level and Tone

- Identify your current hair color level (dark, medium, light).
- Decide on the desired tone (warm, cool, neutral).

Step 2: Locate the Corresponding Color Family

- For natural results, select from blonde, brunette, or red sections.
- For bold or fashion colors, explore the vibrant shades.

Step 3: Match the Level and Tone

- Find shades that match your desired level (e.g., Level 6 for medium brown).
- Select the tone indicator that aligns with your preference (e.g., C for cool).

Step 4: Consider Mixing and Customization



- Use the chart as a base for mixing shades.
- Combine different tones to achieve a personalized color.

Visual Example

Suppose you want a cool, medium brown with a level 5:

- Locate the Brunette section.
- Find the Level 5 shades.
- Choose a shade marked with C for cool undertone.

---

Popular Matrix SoColor Shades and Their Uses

Here are some of the most popular shades from the Matrix SoColor color chart, along with their
typical uses:

Blonde Shades

- Silver Platinum (Level 10, V): Achieve icy, metallic blonde looks.
- Golden Blonde (Level 8-9, W): Warm, luminous blonde tones ideal for brightening hair.
- Honey Blonde (Level 7-8, W): Rich, warm shades perfect for natural-looking highlights.

Brunette Shades

- Dark Chocolate (Level 3-4, N): Deep, rich brown for sophisticated styles.
- Ash Brown (Level 4-5, C): Neutral to cool tones suited for those seeking a muted look.
- Mahogany (Level 4-5, W): Adds depth with reddish undertones, great for warm complexions.

Red Shades

- Auburn (Level 5-6, W): Vibrant, warm red with natural appeal.
- Copper (Level 6-7, W): Bright and fiery, ideal for bold statements.
- Deep Red (Level 4-5, C): Darker red for a subtle, intense look.

Fashion & Vivid Colors

- Violet (V): Bright, bold violet for creative styles.
- Blue (V): Vibrant blue shades for standout looks.
- Pastel Pink (V): Soft, trendy pinks for fun and fashion.

---

Tips for Using the Matrix SoColor Color Chart



Effectively

To maximize the benefits of the color chart, consider these tips:

1. Consult a Professional

- For complex color changes or drastic transformations, seek advice from a licensed stylist.

2. Conduct a Strand Test

- Always perform a strand test to see how the color reacts with your hair type and current color.

3. Understand Color Longevity

- Some shades, especially fashion colors, may fade faster; choose quality products and proper
maintenance.

4. Use the Right Developer

- The developer strength (10, 20, 30, 40 volume) impacts the final result; follow manufacturer
recommendations.

5. Maintain Color Vibrancy

- Use color-safe shampoos and conditioners.
- Limit heat styling to prolong vibrancy.

---

Benefits of Using the Matrix SoColor Color Chart

Utilizing the Matrix SoColor color chart offers several advantages:

- Precision: Helps select the exact shade for desired outcomes.
- Creativity: Inspires innovative color combinations and customizations.
- Confidence: Empowers both professionals and consumers to make informed choices.
- Consistency: Ensures predictable results across different applications.

---

Conclusion

The Matrix SoColor color chart is an invaluable resource for anyone interested in professional hair
coloring. Its organized structure, detailed shade information, and versatility make it ideal for
achieving a wide variety of looks—from natural and subtle to bold and avant-garde. Whether you're a



stylist aiming for perfect client results or a hair enthusiast experimenting with new shades,
understanding how to read and utilize this color chart is essential.

By familiarizing yourself with the levels, tones, and color families outlined in the chart, you can
confidently select shades that enhance your natural beauty or express your personal style.
Remember, the key to stunning hair color lies in proper planning, consultation, and
maintenance—all of which are supported by the comprehensive Matrix SoColor color chart.

Embark on your coloring journey with confidence, and let the vibrant spectrum of the Matrix
SoColor line inspire your next transformation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Matrix Hair SoColor Color Chart?
The Matrix Hair SoColor Color Chart is a visual guide that displays the range of available hair color
shades, tones, and formulas offered by Matrix's SoColor line, helping stylists and clients select the
perfect hair color.

How can I use the Matrix Hair SoColor Color Chart to choose
the right shade?
You can refer to the chart to identify the desired color family, tone, and level. It provides a visual
reference for selecting shades based on your current hair color and the final look you want to
achieve.

Are the shades on the Matrix Hair SoColor Color Chart
suitable for all hair types?
While the chart showcases a variety of shades suitable for most hair types, it's important to consult
with a professional stylist to determine the best options for your specific hair condition and desired
results.

Does the Matrix Hair SoColor Color Chart include permanent
and semi-permanent color options?
Yes, the chart covers a wide range of permanent and semi-permanent shades, allowing for versatile
coloring options based on maintenance preferences and hair goals.

Can I find trending hair colors like balayage or pastel shades
on the Matrix Hair SoColor Color Chart?
The chart features a broad spectrum of shades, including trendy options like pastels, balayage tones,
and vibrant colors, making it easy to select fashionable looks.



Where can I access the latest Matrix Hair SoColor Color
Chart?
You can access the latest chart through the official Matrix website, professional salon distributors,
or by consulting your hairstylist who uses Matrix products.

How often is the Matrix Hair SoColor Color Chart updated
with new shades?
Matrix periodically updates its color chart to include new trending shades and formulations, so it's
recommended to check the official sources regularly for the latest versions.

Additional Resources
Matrix Hair SoColor Color Chart: An In-Depth Review and Guide

When it comes to professional hair coloring, Matrix Hair SoColor Color Chart stands out as a
comprehensive and versatile palette that caters to a wide spectrum of hair coloring needs. Known
for its vibrant hues, excellent coverage, and innovative formulation, the SoColor line has become a
favorite among salon professionals and hair enthusiasts alike. In this detailed review, we'll explore
every aspect of the Matrix Hair SoColor Color Chart, from its color range and formulation to
application techniques and maintenance tips, ensuring you have all the information needed to make
informed decisions about your coloring journey.

---

Introduction to Matrix Hair SoColor

Matrix, a renowned brand in the professional haircare industry, launched its SoColor line to offer a
high-quality, permanent hair color solution that combines rich pigmentation with ease of use.
Designed to meet the demands of modern hair artistry, SoColor delivers consistent results, excellent
gray coverage, and a broad spectrum of shades suitable for various skin tones and personal styles.

Key Features of Matrix Hair SoColor:

- Permanent Hair Color: Provides long-lasting results with vibrant and fade-resistant tones.
- Wide Shade Range: Offers over 100 shades, including naturals, vibrant, pastel, and special effects
colors.
- Advanced Formulation: Enriched with conditioning agents and antioxidants to minimize damage.
- Gray Coverage: Excellent coverage for up to 100% gray hair.
- Customizable Results: Can be mixed and blended to create personalized shades.

---



The Significance of the Color Chart in Hair Coloring

A color chart is essential for any professional or enthusiast aiming to achieve specific looks. It serves
as a visual guide to understanding the available shades, their undertones, and how they interact
when mixed or applied.

Why the Matrix Hair SoColor Color Chart Matters:

- Visual Reference: Helps clients and stylists select the most suitable shades.
- Color Theory Application: Demonstrates how colors can be combined or toned.
- Predicts Results: Assists in anticipating the final look based on the initial shade.
- Facilitates Customization: Guides mixing ratios for unique hues.

---

Structure and Organization of the SoColor Color Chart

The Matrix SoColor color chart is meticulously organized to streamline selection and application. It
typically categorizes shades into several main groups:

1. Naturals (N)
- Classic shades like 5N (Light Brown), 6N (Dark Blonde).
- Designed for natural, subtle color changes.
- Often used for regrowth or blending.

2. Ash (A)
- Contains cool undertones to neutralize warmth.
- Shades like 7A (Light Ash Blonde), 5A (Light Ash Brown).
- Ideal for toning and correcting unwanted brassy tones.

3. Gold/Gold-Based (G)
- Warm shades with golden undertones.
- Examples: 8G (Light Golden Blonde), 6G (Dark Golden Brown).

4. Copper/Red (R)
- Vibrant reds and coppers.
- Shades like 7R (Light Copper Blonde), 5R (Light Auburn).

5. Special Effects & Bright Colors
- Pastels, vivid hues, and fashion shades.
- Includes violet, pink, blue, green, and more.

6. Clarifying & Toning Shades
- Used for toning or pre-lightening.

---



Understanding the Color Spectrum and Undertones

The SoColor chart provides a detailed map of undertones and how shades evolve when mixed or
processed. Recognizing undertones is crucial for achieving desired results:

- Cool Undertones: Ash, violet, or blue-based shades. They neutralize warmth and brassiness.
- Warm Undertones: Gold, copper, or red-based shades. They add warmth and vibrancy.
- Neutral Shades: Balanced tones that work well as base shades or for natural looks.

Color Depth and Levels:
- Ranges from very light (Level 10) to very dark (Level 1).
- The chart visually indicates the depth and luminosity of each shade, aiding in selecting the right
tone based on the client's natural hair color.

---

Application Techniques Using the SoColor Color Chart

Proper application is vital for achieving optimal results. The Matrix SoColor system is designed for
flexibility, allowing various techniques:

1. Full Head Color
- Used for complete color change or coverage.
- Suitable for covering gray or altering hair tone entirely.

2. Root Touch-Ups
- Focused on regrowth areas.
- Ensures seamless blending with existing color.

3. Highlights & Lowlights
- Created by strategic placement of lighter or darker shades.
- Can be achieved through foil or balayage techniques.

4. Toning & Corrective Coloring
- Use cooler shades (A series) to neutralize unwanted warmth.
- Apply specific shades to correct uneven or undesirable tones.

5. Custom Blending
- Mix shades from different categories for bespoke hues.
- For example, blending 6N with 7G for a warm medium brown with golden highlights.

---

Color Mixing and Formulation Tips



Mastering the art of mixing is essential for predictable and desirable outcomes. Matrix provides
recommended mixing ratios, but flexibility allows for tailored results.

Basic Mixing Principles:

- Developer Selection: Typically, 20-volume developer is used for permanent color, but 10-volume
can be utilized for deposit-only or subtle changes.
- Proportion: Usually, a 1:1 ratio, but can vary depending on desired intensity.
- Pre-Lightening: For vibrant or pastel shades, pre-lightening to a pale blonde is necessary.

Sample Mixing Strategies:

- To create a pastel shade, mix a small amount of the vibrant color with a higher volume developer
and pre-lighten hair.
- For neutralizing brassiness, mix ash shades with a small amount of developer to deposit toner.

---

Longevity, Maintenance, and Aftercare

Achieving a stunning color is only part of the process; maintaining it is crucial for longevity.

1. Color Durability
- Matrix SoColor offers fade-resistant formulas, but proper maintenance extends vibrancy.
- Use sulfate-free, color-safe shampoos.

2. Toning and Refreshing
- Regular toning with ash or violet shades keeps brassy or yellow tones at bay.
- Use gloss or glaze treatments as needed.

3. Avoiding Damage
- Follow recommended processing times.
- Incorporate deep conditioning treatments to nourish hair.

4. Touch-Ups
- Schedule root touch-ups every 4-6 weeks.
- Use the color chart to match the original shade precisely.

---

Advantages of Using the Matrix Hair SoColor Color
Chart

- Comprehensive Range: Over 100 shades covering natural, vibrant, and fashion colors.
- Ease of Selection: Organized categories and visual aids simplify choosing the right shade.
- Consistency: Reliable results across different applications and stylists.



- Versatility: Suitable for various techniques—from full color to highlights.
- Conditioning Benefits: Enriched with ingredients that help maintain hair health.

---

Limitations and Considerations

While the Matrix SoColor system is highly versatile, some considerations include:

- Learning Curve: New users may need practice to master mixing and application techniques.
- Color Matching: Precise matching requires understanding undertones and base shades.
- Processing Time: Some shades may require longer processing for vibrant results.
- Potential for Damage: Like all chemical treatments, improper use can damage hair; professional
guidance is recommended.

---

Conclusion: Is the Matrix Hair SoColor Color Chart
Worth It?

The Matrix Hair SoColor Color Chart is an invaluable resource for professionals and serious
enthusiasts aiming for vibrant, long-lasting, and customizable hair colors. Its extensive shade
selection, detailed organization, and high-quality formulation make it a standout choice in the realm
of hair coloring.

Whether you're looking to cover gray, create bold fashion statements, or achieve subtle natural
looks, the SoColor palette provides the tools necessary to bring your vision to life. Paired with
proper application techniques and aftercare, this system offers predictable, beautiful results that
can elevate any hair coloring project.

In essence, investing time to understand and utilize the Matrix Hair SoColor color chart will enhance
your coloring experience, ensuring satisfaction and confidence in every application.
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your inner Aurora Borealis with Manic Panic Living in Color, the audacious beauty-and-lifestyle
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decades -- Manic Panic Living in Color is both the rollicking origin story of the sister's punk rock
roots combined with a fearless guide to finding your color in the rainbow. This guide provides
unique and fail-proof methods to achieve the perfect shade or combinations of colors that express
the inner you, as well as maintenance, effects, tips, products, remedies, and attitude. With hundreds
of inspiring photographs, Tish and Snooky will inspire you to show off your unique sense of style
whether you are Red Passion, Bad Boy Blue, Electric Banana -- or all three!
  matrix hair socolor color chart: The Hair Colour Book Peter Regan, 2018-06-06 The Hair
Colouring Book is a practical guide to the theory of colouring hair. It is specifically written for young
hairdressers in training. There are 17 chapters and the topics covered include; The Consultation,
Levels and Tones, The Colour Wheel, The Numbering System, Racial Differences in Hair, Controlling
Warmth, Adding Tone, Grey Coverage and lots more. There's a Quick reference guide with page
references to get you quickly to the information and a Glossary to explain some of the Terms used in
the book. The book can easily fit into the pocket of a tinting apron so, it will always be to hand when
you need it. Apprentices and students of hair colouring will find this book invaluable as it will help to
increase job prospects due to improved knowledge. Stylists will be able to better explain theory and
techniques to customers leading to improved confidence and client retention. Salon owners will see
younger staff learn faster reducing time that they are unprofitable and hairdressing teachers will see
that it helps students meet learning targets more easily.
  matrix hair socolor color chart: Manic Panic Living in Color Tish Bellomo, 2019 Reveal your
inner Aurora Borealis with Manic Panic Living in Color, the audacious beauty-and-lifestyle handbook
from punk rock pioneers Tish and Snooky Bellomo, founders of the iconic hair color and make-up
brand, available worldwide. Tish and Snooky Bellomo have never been afraid to stand out. Since
their early start in punk bands including Blondie in the late 1970s to blazing the trail as hair and
makeup entrepreneurs, the Bronx sisters have always lived a colorful life. Manic Panic Living in
Color is both the rollicking origin story of the sister's punk rock roots combined with a fearless guide
to finding your color in the rainbow. This guide provides unique and fail-proof methods to achieve
the perfect shade or combinations of colors that express the inner you, as well as maintenance,
effects, tips, products, remedies, and attitude. Perfect for all ages, this vibrant handbook features
the most creative techniques possible, from unicorn hair to ombre to rainbow, using the brand's
most popular colors, including Cotton Candy, Violet Night, Atomic Turquoise, and Electric Tiger Lily,
some of which glow under black light. While everyone from tweens to seniors are experimenting
with wild color now, Living in Color features the pop culture icons, such as Cyndi Lauper and Kurt
Cobain, who originally made these colors a household name.
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