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Match each sentence to the correct literary device

Understanding literary devices is essential for analyzing and appreciating literature more
deeply. When reading a novel, poem, or short story, recognizing these devices enhances
your comprehension and allows you to identify the author's techniques. One effective way
to sharpen this skill is by practicing the matching exercise: given a series of sentences,
can you identify which literary device each one exemplifies? In this article, we will explore
various common literary devices, provide illustrative sentences, and guide you on how to
match each sentence to its corresponding device. This approach not only improves your
literary analysis skills but also enriches your overall reading experience.

What Are Literary Devices?

Literary devices are techniques writers use to produce a specific effect, convey meaning,
or add depth to their work. These devices can be as simple as a metaphor or as complex as
irony. Recognizing them helps readers understand the nuances of a text and appreciate
the craft behind storytelling. Below, we will delve into some of the most frequently
encountered literary devices, offering clear definitions, examples, and matching exercises.

Common Literary Devices and How to Recognize
Them

1. Simile

A simile is a figure of speech that compares two unlike things using the words "like" or
"as" to make the comparison vivid.
e Sentence Example: "Her smile was as bright as the sun."

e Key Indicators: Use of "as" or "like" for comparison.

2. Metaphor

A metaphor directly compares two unrelated things by stating that one thing is another,
creating a symbolic meaning.



e Sentence Example: "Time is a thief."

e Key Indicators: No "like" or "as," but a direct equivalence.

3. Personification

Personification attributes human qualities to non-human entities or objects.

e Sentence Example: "The wind whispered through the trees."

e Key Indicators: Human actions or qualities assigned to inanimate objects.

4. Hyperbole

Hyperbole is an exaggerated statement not meant to be taken literally.

e Sentence Example: "I've told you a million times."

e Key Indicators: Exaggeration for emphasis.

5. Irony

Irony occurs when there is a contrast between expectation and reality.

e Sentence Example: "A fire station burns down."

e Key Indicators: Situational irony; unexpected twist.

6. Alliteration

Alliteration is the repetition of initial consonant sounds in nearby words.

e Sentence Example: "Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers."

e Key Indicators: Repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words.



7. Onomatopoeia

Onomatopoeia uses words that imitate sounds.

e Sentence Example: "The bees buzzed angrily."

e Key Indicators: Words that mimic natural sounds.

8. Oxymoron

An oxymoron combines two contradictory terms.

e Sentence Example: "Deafening silence."

¢ Key Indicators: Contradictory words placed together.

9. Symbolism

Symbolism involves using symbols to represent ideas or qualities.

e Sentence Example: "The dove symbolizes peace."

e Key Indicators: Use of objects or images to represent abstract ideas.

10. Allusion

An allusion is a reference to a well-known person, place, event, or literary work.

e Sentence Example: "He was a real Romeo with the ladies."

e Key Indicators: Reference to familiar cultural or literary elements.

Matching Sentences to Literary Devices: Practice



Exercises

Now, let's put your understanding to the test. Below are several sentences; see if you can
identify which literary device each one demonstrates.

1. "The night stretched on forever, and I was exhausted."

2. "The flowers danced in the breeze."

3. "He has a heart of stone."

4. "The thunder grumbled like an angry giant."

5. "Her words cut deeper than a knife."

6. "The stars winked at me from the sky."

7. "It was the best of times, it was the worst of times."

8. "The city never sleeps."

9. "He’s a real Romeo."

10. "Her voice was music to his ears."

Answers and Explanations:

1. Hyperbole

Exaggeration about the night stretching forever and exhaustion.

2. Personification

Flowers are described as dancing, attributing human movement to inanimate objects.

3. Metaphor

Heart of stone symbolizes emotional coldness or insensitivity.

4. Simile

Thunder is compared to an angry giant using "like."



5. Metaphor

Words cut deeper than a knife, implying emotional pain.

6. Personification

Stars are winked at, giving them human qualities.

7. Hyperbole

Refers to the city never sleeping, an exaggerated way of saying it's always busy.

8. Alliteration

Repetition of the "s" sound in "never sleeps."

9. Allusion

Refers to Romeo, a Shakespearean character known for romance.

10. Metaphor

Voice described as music, symbolizing pleasantness or harmony.

Tips for Recognizing Literary Devices

Recognizing literary devices takes practice. Here are some tips to improve your skills:

e Look for words like "like," "as," or "than" to identify similes.
e Note when a phrase equates two things directly—this hints at a metaphor.

e Watch for human qualities assigned to objects or animals—these are examples of
personification.

e Identify exaggerations or overstatements as hyperbole.
e Notice contradictions or unexpected outcomes for irony.

e Pay attention to repeated consonant sounds at the start of words—this indicates
alliteration.



Listen for words that mimic sounds—these are onomatopoeia.

Identify pairs of contradictory terms that create oxymorons.

Identify objects or images representing larger ideas (symbolism).

Spot references to well-known stories, characters, or events—these are allusions.

Conclusion: Mastering the Art of Literary Device
Identification

Matching each sentence to its correct literary device is a valuable exercise for students,
writers, and avid readers alike. It sharpens your analytical skills, deepens your
understanding of texts, and enhances your appreciation of literary craftsmanship.
Remember, recognizing these devices often involves looking for specific clues within
sentences—such as comparative words for similes and metaphors, or context clues for
irony and symbolism. With consistent practice, you will become more adept at identifying
and interpreting literary devices, enriching your reading and writing experiences. Keep
practicing with different texts and sentences, and you'll find yourself more confident in
your literary analysis abilities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What literary device is being used when a character's
words or actions hint at a larger meaning or theme?

Foreshadowing

Which literary device involves a comparison between
two unlike things using 'like' or 'as'?

Simile

What device is characterized by giving human qualities
to non-human objects or abstract ideas?

Personification

If a phrase or expression is used repeatedly to
emphasize a point, which literary device is this?

Repetition



Which literary device involves an intentional
exaggeration for emphasis or humorous effect?

Hyperbole

What device is used when a writer or speaker addresses
an absent person, an abstract idea, or a thing?

Apostrophe

When the outcome of a situation is opposite to what is
expected, which literary device is this called?

Irony

Additional Resources

Literary Devices: Unveiling the Art of Language and Narrative

Literature, in its myriad forms, relies heavily on literary devices—the tools authors use to
craft meaning, evoke emotion, and engage readers on a deeper level. These devices
elevate storytelling from mere narration to artful expression, allowing writers to layer
their work with symbolism, rhythm, and nuance. For readers, recognizing these devices
enriches understanding and appreciation of texts. This article embarks on an investigative
journey to explore various literary devices, match each to its corresponding example, and
analyze their function within literature.

Understanding Literary Devices: An Overview

Before diving into specific examples, it’s crucial to understand what literary devices are.
They are techniques that authors employ to convey meaning, develop characters, set tone,
or create imagery. These devices can be categorized broadly into figures of speech, sound
devices, structural devices, and thematic devices.

Figures of Speech include similes, metaphors, personification, and hyperbole—used to
make descriptions more vivid or imaginative.

Sound Devices such as alliteration, assonance, consonance, and onomatopoeia enhance
the musicality of language.

Structural Devices like flashbacks, foreshadowing, and parallelism shape the narrative’s
form and pacing.



Thematic Devices such as allegory and symbolism imbue texts with layered meanings.

Recognizing and understanding these devices is akin to discovering the hidden
architecture of a literary work.

Match Each Sentence to Its Literary Device

Below, we present a series of sentences from various literary works, each exemplifying a
particular literary device. The task is to identify the device being used.

Sentence 1
"The wind whispered through the trees."
Device: Personification

Analysis: Here, wind, an inanimate natural force, is given the human attribute of
whispering. This personification creates an intimate, almost secretive atmosphere,
suggesting the wind’s silent communication.

Sentence 2

"Her smile was as bright as the sun."
Device: Simile

Analysis: This comparison uses "as" to liken her smile to the sun, emphasizing its
brightness and warmth through a vivid image.

Sentence 3

"All the world’s a stage, and all the men and women merely players."
Device: Metaphor

Analysis: Shakespeare’s metaphor equates life to a theatrical play, suggesting that
individuals have roles to perform, emphasizing themes of destiny and identity.



Sentence 4
"The classroom was a z0o0."

Device: Metaphor

Analysis: By equating a noisy, chaotic classroom to a zoo, the author conveys disorder
without explicitly describing it, creating a vivid image through metaphor.

Sentence 5

"The stars danced playfully in the moonlit sky."
Device: Personification

Analysis: The stars are depicted as dancing, attributing human-like movement to celestial
bodies, fostering a whimsical, lively scene.

Sentence 6

"She cried a river of tears."
Device: Hyperbole

Analysis: An exaggerated expression that emphasizes the intensity of her tears, not meant
to be taken literally but to evoke sympathy or highlight emotion.

Sentence 7

"The thunder grumbled like an old man complaining."
Device: Simile

Analysis: Comparing thunder to an old man's complaint uses "like" to create a relatable
auditory image, emphasizing the sound's grumbling nature.

Sentence 8

"Time is a thief that steals our moments."
Device: Personification

Analysis: Time is given the human trait of stealing, which underscores how fleeting
moments are lost in the passage of time.



Sentence 9

"Tt was the best of times, it was the worst of times."
Device: Parallelism

Analysis: The balanced repetition of similar grammatical structures emphasizes contrast,
highlighting the duality of experience.

Sentence 10

"The crimson petals painted the ground in a fiery display."
Device: Imagery

Analysis: Vivid visual description that appeals to the senses, creating a colorful, striking
image.

Sentence 11

"He is a lion on the battlefield."
Device: Metaphor

Analysis: Comparing a person to a lion suggests bravery, strength, and fierceness without
using "like" or "as."

Sentence 12

"The storm was a beast, howling and thrashing in the night."
Device: Personification and Metaphor

Analysis: The storm is both personified as a beast, emphasizing its ferocity, and
metaphorically described to evoke fear.

Sentence 13

"She sells seashells by the seashore."
Device: Alliteration



Analysis: The repetition of the "s" sound creates a musical, rhythmic effect, making the
phrase memorable.

Sentence 14
"The leaves whispered secrets as they fell."

Device: Personification

Analysis: Leaves are given the human ability to whisper, adding a mystical quality to the
scene.

Sentence 15
"His words cut deeper than a knife."
Device: Hyperbole

Analysis: An exaggerated statement emphasizing the emotional impact of words.

Deep Dive into Key Literary Devices

Personification

Personification involves attributing human qualities to non-human entities. It breathes life
into descriptions and helps readers connect emotionally.

- Examples:

- "The wind whispered..."

- "The storm was a beast."

- "Leaves whispered secrets."

- Function:

- Creates vivid imagery

- Evokes emotional responses

- Enhances mood and atmosphere

Simile

A simile directly compares two unlike things using "like" or "as" to highlight similarities.



- Examples:
- "Her smile was as bright as the sun."
- "Thunder grumbled like an old man complaining."

- Function:
- Makes descriptions more expressive
- Clarifies abstract qualities through familiar images

Metaphor

Metaphors imply a direct comparison, equating one thing to another to suggest similarity
or symbolize deeper meanings.

- Examples:

- "All the world’s a stage."

- "He is a lion on the battlefield."
- "Time is a thief."

- Function:
- Adds depth and layers of meaning
- Creates symbolism and thematic resonance

Hyperbole

Hyperbole employs deliberate exaggeration for emphasis or effect.

- Examples:
- "Cried a river of tears."
- "Words cut deeper than a knife."

- Function:
- Highlights intensity of emotion
- Engages reader’s imagination

Imagery

Imagery involves descriptive language that appeals to the senses, creating vivid mental
pictures.

- Examples:
- "The crimson petals painted the ground."
- "Stars danced playfully."

- Function:
- Enhances visualization
- Evokes mood and atmosphere



Parallelism

Parallelism involves using similar grammatical structures to emphasize contrast or
rhythm.

- Example:
- "It was the best of times, it was the worst of times."

- Function:
- Reinforces thematic duality
- Creates rhythm and balance

Conclusion: The Power of Literary Devices in
Literature

Recognizing and understanding literary devices is essential to appreciating the craft of
literature. These tools serve as the language’s architecture, shaping narratives, enriching
themes, and evoking emotion. Whether through the vivid imagery of metaphors and
similes, the rhythm of parallelism, or the emotive power of personification and hyperbole,
writers manipulate language to elevate their stories beyond mere words.

By carefully matching sentences to their literary devices, readers develop a keener eye for
the artistry behind the prose. This analytical approach not only deepens comprehension
but also enhances the enjoyment of literature’s nuanced beauty. As you continue your
journey through texts, remember that each device is a window into an author’s creative
mind—a testament to the enduring power of language to move, inspire, and transform.

In essence, mastering literary devices unlocks the layers of meaning woven into every
story, poem, or play, revealing the subtle craftsmanship that makes literature a timeless
art form.

Match Each Sentence To The Correct Literary Device
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existing English curriculum by providing a tested repertoire of strategies for teaching both writing
skills and literary analysis techniques. Benefits and Features: tested and proven effective at all
learning levels, from Remedial to Pre-APprovides complete lesson plans including reproducible
materials can be implemented as is or modified to suit individual teaching styles and/or students'
needseach skill, assignment or project begins by 'teaching the teacher', giving an inexperienced
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teacher the knowledge to provide effective instruction first time out and the confidence to modify
and experiment thereaftercomprised of reading, writing, literary criticism and language-study
componentsmoves students from writing effectively to reading analytically (approaching text from
the authoring point of view), a proven, highly successful methodologycan turn any English course
into a Literacy courseextremely versatile and cost-effectivecan deepen an existing English course or
complete the framework for a new one ENJOYING LITERATURE focuses on the close reading and
analysis of prose fiction, poetry, and short nonfiction. The textcan be implemented in the classroom
alone or in tandem with the two other titles in the Literacy: Made for All Series —STORY CRAFTING
and WORDSMITHING. Also of interest for classroom teachers is the Let Them Write Series
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT: Classroom Ready Materials for Teaching Writing and Literary
Analysis Skills in Grades 4 to 8 PLOT BUILDING: Classroom Ready Materials for Teaching Writing
and Literary Analysis Skills in Grades 4 to 8 SETTING AND DESCRIPTION: Classroom Ready
Materials for Teaching Writing and Literary Analysis Skills in Grades 4 to 8

match each sentence to the correct literary device: 2025-26 UP TGT/PGT English
Practice Book YCT Expert Team , 2025-26 UP TGT/PGT English Practice Book 432 795 E. This book
contains 30 sets of the practice book 15 sets of TGT and 15 sets of PGT.

match each sentence to the correct literary device: Masterbook for CTET & STETSs
Paper 1 for Class 1 - 5 Teachers with Previous Year Solved Papers & 5 Model Tests 2nd
English Edition | Child, Development & Pedagogy, EVS, Mathematics & Languages , The
updated 2nd English edition of ‘Masterbook for CTET & STETs Paper 1’ is a one-Stop solution for
aspirants. This book is written based on the latest pattern of CTET and covers complete theory &
MCQs of all subjects i:e; Child Development and Pedagogy, Mathematics, Environmental studies,
English (Language-1) and Hindi (Language-2). @ The book is based on Latest Pattern as directed in
NEP 2020 & NCF 2023. @ This new edition is powered with 2021 to 2023 Solved Papers. Some
additional papers are provided through a link as well. @ Theory is focused on Conceptual
Understanding, Application, Problem-solving, Reasoning, and Critical Thinking. @ For each subject,
Pedagogic Content Knowledge is perfectly designed to improve understanding of teaching the
subject. @ The part of the book in which the summary of NCERT is required has also been included.
@ Each subject theory of this book is followed by more than 500 practice questions with answers and
detailed explanations. (so that learners can check their level for the betterment.) @ A total of 3300+
Practice Questions with Detailed Explanations are provided. @ This book ends with 5 Model Papers
which will be completely based on a real exam. @ Complete solutions with explanations of Solved/
Model papers are also included in the book. @ The theory of the book has been presented in a very
simple language so that every learner can understand it easily. Overall this book is sufficient for the
aspirants for complete preparation. This book is also useful for teaching exams like
UPTET,BTET,JTET,REET,UKTET,MPTET,CGTET,HPTET,PTET etc.
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Year Solved Papers (2024 - 2011) Class 1 - 5 Teachers - 6th English Edition | Central Teacher
Eligibility Test PYQs Question Bank , The updated 6th edition of the book 19 YEAR-WISE CTET
Paper 1 Solved Papers (2024 - 2011) - English Edition contains detailed Solutions to the Past 19
Solved Papers of the CTET exam from 2011 to 2024. # The past 19 CTET Solved papers included are
: June 2011, Jan & Nov 2012, July 2013, Feb & Sep 2014, Feb & Sep 2015, Feb & Sep 2016 Papers,
Dec 2018, July & Dec 2019, Dec 2020 & Dec-Jan 2021, Dec-Jan 2022 , Aug 2023 & Jan 2024 & July
2024. # The detailed solutions are provided immediately after each paper. # Solutions are provided
for each question. #The languages covered in the tests are English (1st language) and Hindi (2nd
language). #The book is 100% useful for UPTET, HTET, MPTET, CGTET, UKTET, HPTET, BTET,
PTET and other STET Exams.

match each sentence to the correct literary device: Roadmap to the TAKS. Wendy Scheir,
Princeton Review (Firm), 2004-12 *Improve your English and reading grades. *Perfect the skills
you'll need to excel using our proven tips and techniques. *Test your knowledge with 2 full-length




practice TAKS English Language Arts tests.
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Year Solved Papers (2023 - 2011) Class 1 - 5 Teachers - 5th English Edition | Central Teacher
Eligibility Test PYQs Question Bank , The updated 5th edition of the book 17 YEAR-WISE CTET
Paper 1 Solved Papers (2023 - 2011) - English Edition contains detailed Solutions to the Past 17
Solved Papers of the CTET exam from 2011 to 2023. # The past 17 CTET Solved papers included are
: June 2011, Jan & Nov 2012, July 2013, Feb & Sep 2014, Feb & Sep 2015, Feb & Sep 2016 Papers,
Dec 2018, July & Dec 2019, Dec 2020 & Dec-Jan 2021, Dec-Jan 2022 & Aug 2023. # The detailed
solutions are provided immediately after each test. # Solutions are provided for each question. #The
languages covered in the tests are English (1st language) and Hindi (2nd language). #The book is
100% useful for UPTET, HTET, MPTET, CGTET, UKTET, HPTET, BTET, PTET and other STET
Exams.

match each sentence to the correct literary device: Grade Teacher, 1929

match each sentence to the correct literary device: Go To Guide for CUET (UG) English
Language 2025 with 16 Previous Year Chapter-wise Solved Questions & 10 Practice Sets 4th Edition
| PYQs & Practice Question Bank Disha Experts, Disha’s updated 4th edition of the book ‘Go To
Guide for CUET (UG) English language with 10 Practice Sets & 16 Previous Year Solved Papers’ has
been prepared as per the changed pattern of CUET. # The Book is divided into 2 Parts - A: Study
Material; B - 10 Practice Mock Tests # Part A covers well explained theory in a ONE-LINER format
which is easy to remember. # The complete syllabus is divided into 13 Chapters. # More than 1900+
questions are provided for practice with Hints & Solutions #3 sets of 2024, 10 Sets of 2023 & 3 of
2022 solved papers are also added to the book chapter-wise. # Part B provides 10 Mock Tests on the
2024 pattern of 50 MCQs (40 to be attempted). # Detailed solutions are provided for all the
Questions. # The Book is strictly based on the Class 12 syllabus.
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Edition The Princeton Review, 2025-06-03 WORK SMARTER, NOT HARDER, WITH THE
PRINCETON REVIEW. Get all the prep you need to ace the SSAT with 3 full-length practice tests,
up-to-date content reviews for every test section, and extra practice online. Techniques That Actually
Work Time-saving tips to help you effectively tackle the exam Problem-solving tactics demonstrated
on the trickiest test questions Point-earning strategies for multiple-choice questions Everything You
Need for a High Score Comprehensive strategies for the Writing, Math, Verbal, and Reading
sections Detailed coverage of fundamental math skills and frequently appearing vocabulary words
for the SSAT® Information on the SSAT at Home testing option for the Middle and Upper levels
Access to a student study guide via your online Student Tools Practice Your Way to Excellence 3
full-length practice tests (one Middle and one Upper level in the book, one Elementary level online)
with detailed answer explanations 675+ drill questions across every level, subject, and question type
to keep track of your progress Online versions of the Middle and Upper level tests in the book to
help you prepare for at-home testing
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for CUET (UG) English Language & General Test 2025 with 16 Previous Year Solved Papers
& 10 Practice Sets 4th Edition | PYQs & Practice Question Bank , Book 1 - Go To Guide for
CUET (UG) English Language 2025 with 10 Practice Sets & 16 Previous Year Solved Papers; The
Book provides relevant preparatory material followed by Practice MCQ Exercise. 16 Previous Year
(including 3 sets of 2024, 10 of 2023 & 3 of 2022 Solved Papers are included in these Exercises in
respective Chapters. Finally 10 Mock Tests (on latest pattern) are provided for practice and score
improvement. Book 2 - Go To Guide for CUET (UG) General Test 2025 with 10 Practice Sets & 16
Previous Year Questions; The Book provides relevant preparatory material followed by Practice MCQ
Exercise. 16 Previous Year (including 3 sets of 2024, 10 of 2023 & 3 of 2022) Solved Papers are
included in these Exercises in respective Chapters. Finally 10 Mock Tests (on latest pattern) are
provided for practice and score improvement.
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Library has 1974-89; (plus scattered issues).
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| 8 Full-length Mock Tests + 2 Previous Year Papers (2100+ Solved Questions) EduGorilla
Prep Experts, 2022-08-03 ¢ Best Selling Book in Hindi Edition for REET/RTET - Level 1 Exam with
objective-type questions as per the latest syllabus given by the Board of Secondary Education,
Rajasthan (RBSE). « Compare your performance with other students using Smart Answer Sheets in
EduGorilla’s REET/RTET - Level 1 Exam Practice Kit. *« REET/RTET - Level 1 Exam Preparation Kit
comes with 10 Tests (8 Full-length Mock Tests + 2 Previous Year Papers) with the best quality
content. ¢ Increase your chances of selection by 14X. « REET/RTET - Level 1 Exam Prep Kit comes
with well-structured and 100% detailed solutions for all the questions. ¢ Clear exam with good
grades using thoroughly Researched Content by experts.
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1915
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1898
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match each sentence to the correct literary device: New York Magazine , 1995-01-30 New
York magazine was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly
made a place for itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning
writing and photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the
magazine's consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of
the city itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
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Yearbook Oscar Krisen Buros, 1940
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