easy simple cross stitch borders

easy simple cross stitch borders are an excellent choice for both beginners
and experienced crafters looking to add a charming finishing touch to their
embroidery projects. Borders serve as decorative frames that enhance the
overall appearance of a piece, whether it’s a pillowcase, a sampler, or a
decorative wall hanging. The beauty of simple cross stitch borders lies in
their accessibility—they require minimal design skills, little time, and
often utilize basic stitches, making them perfect for quick projects or those
just starting out in embroidery. In this article, we’ll explore various easy
and simple cross stitch border ideas, techniques to create them, and tips to
help you craft beautiful, professional-looking borders with ease.

Why Choose Easy Simple Cross Stitch Borders?

Convenience and Speed

One of the main advantages of simple cross stitch borders is their quick
execution. Because they often feature repetitive patterns and straightforward
stitches, they can be completed in a relatively short time, making them ideal
for quick projects or adding a finishing touch to larger works.

Versatility

Simple borders can be adapted to suit any style or project. Whether you
prefer traditional motifs like florals and geometric patterns or more modern,
minimalist designs, easy cross stitch borders can be customized to fit your
aesthetic.

Accessibility for Beginners

For those new to embroidery, starting with simple borders builds confidence
and helps develop foundational skills such as counting stitches accurately,
maintaining even tension, and following a pattern.

Popular Simple Cross Stitch Border Designs

1. Geometric Lines and Dashes

A clean, minimalist border made up of straight lines, dashes, or small
squares. These are easy to stitch and lend a modern look.



2. Floral Motifs

Small flowers like daisies, roses, or tulips can be repeated along the
border, creating a charming, classic appearance.

3. Heart or Star Patterns

Simple shapes such as hearts or stars arranged periodically along the border
are sweet and straightforward.

4. Zigzag and Chevron Patterns

Bold zigzag lines can add a dynamic visual element to your project, easy to
follow with a basic cross stitch pattern.

5. Scalloped Edges

A gently curved border resembling a scallop shell, often combined with floral
or simple geometric motifs.

Tools and Materials Needed

Before diving into stitching, gather the essential tools and materials to
ensure a smooth crafting experience:

Embroidery floss in your chosen colors

Evenweave or Aida cloth (commonly 14-count for beginners)

Embroidery hoops or frames

Embroidery needles (size 24 or 26 are standard for cross stitch)

Scissors

Pencil or fabric marker for pattern marking

Pattern/chart for your border design

Step-by-Step Guide to Creating Easy Cross



Stitch Borders

1. Choose Your Pattern

Select a simple border pattern that matches your project’s style. You can
sketch it freehand or find printable patterns online. For beginners, sticking
with geometric or floral motifs is recommended.

2. Prepare Your Fabric

Cut your fabric to the desired size, ensuring you have extra margin around
the border area for framing or finishing. Secure your fabric in an embroidery
hoop to keep it taut.

3. Mark the Border Area

Using a pencil or fabric marker, lightly draw the outline of your border
pattern. Count stitches carefully to maintain even spacing and symmetry.

4. Thread Your Needle

Cut a manageable length of embroidery floss—about 18 inches—to prevent
tangling. Separate the strands if necessary (most cross stitch uses 2-3
strands for good coverage).

5. Start Stitching

Follow your pattern, making uniform crosses by bringing the needle up from
the back of the fabric, crossing over diagonally to form an 'X', and then
going down again. Maintain even tension for neat stitches.

6. Continue and Complete

Work along the border, moving systematically from one end to the other. Take
care to keep your stitches consistent for a professional look.

7. Finish and Secure

Once your border is complete, secure the thread at the back with a few tiny
stitches or a knot. Trim excess thread.



Tips for Perfecting Easy Cross Stitch Borders

1. Practice on Scrap Fabric

Before starting on your main project, practice your border pattern on a scrap
piece to get comfortable with the stitches and pattern flow.

2. Use a Grid or Pattern Chart

Employ a printed pattern or grid to help with accurate counting and
placement, especially for repeating motifs.

3. Keep Your Tension Consistent

Aim for even tension across all stitches to prevent puckering or uneven
lines.

4. Stick to a Limited Color Palette

Using 2-3 colors maximizes impact while keeping the process simple.

5. Incorporate a Border Frame

Start and end your border with a solid line or a special motif to give it a
polished look.

Ideas for Incorporating Simple Borders into
Projects

1. Framed Samplers

Add a border around a sampler to enhance its appearance and provide a neat
frame.

2. Pillowcases and Cushions

A delicate border along the edges can make a plain fabric look beautifully
finished.



3. Clothing and Accessories

Embellish hems or necklines with simple cross stitch borders for a
personalized touch.

4. Gift Tags and Cards

Create tiny cross stitch borders to decorate handmade gift tags or greeting
cards.

Conclusion

Creating easy, simple cross stitch borders is a delightful way to enhance
your embroidery projects without requiring advanced skills or complex
patterns. Their versatility and simplicity make them a perfect starting point
for beginners, as well as an efficient way for seasoned crafters to add
decorative detail to various items. By choosing straightforward designs like
geometric lines, floral motifs, or zigzag patterns, and following some basic
stitching techniques, you can produce beautiful borders that elevate your
craftwork. Remember to gather your materials, practice on scrap fabric, and
work patiently to achieve neat, consistent stitches. With a little practice,
you’'ll find that simple cross stitch borders are not only easy but also
incredibly satisfying to create, adding a charming finishing touch to all
your embroidery projects.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some easy cross stitch border patterns for
beginners?
Simple geometric designs, straight lines, and repetitive motifs like scallops

or zigzags are ideal for beginners. Using basic stitches such as backstitch
or running stitch can make creating borders straightforward and attractive.

How can I customize a simple cross stitch border to
match my project?

You can personalize a border by changing colors, adding small motifs like
flowers or hearts, or adjusting the width. Using a color palette that
complements your main design will create a cohesive look.

What materials do I need to create easy cross stitch



borders?

You'll need embroidery floss in your chosen colors, aida cloth or cross
stitch fabric, a needle suitable for embroidery, and a hoop or frame to keep
your fabric taut while stitching.

Are there digital resources or patterns for simple
cross stitch borders?

Yes, numerous websites and online marketplaces offer free and paid patterns
for simple cross stitch borders. Pinterest and Etsy are popular sources for
easy-to-follow designs suitable for all skill levels.

What tips can help me achieve neat and even cross
stitch borders?

Maintain consistent tension in your stitches, use a grid or pattern guide,
start from the center of your border, and work slowly to ensure even spacing
and straight lines. Practicing on scrap fabric can also improve your
technique.

Additional Resources

Easy simple cross stitch borders have long been a favorite among both novice
and experienced embroiderers. Their charm lies in their straightforward
designs, minimal complexity, and ability to add a polished finishing touch to
various projects such as linens, samplers, clothing, or decorative items.
These borders serve as the perfect entry point for beginners eager to develop
their stitching skills while offering seasoned crafters versatile
embellishments that require less time but deliver impressive visual impact.
This article explores the world of easy simple cross stitch borders, delving
into their history, design principles, techniques, and practical tips for
creating beautiful, durable borders that elevate any embroidery project.

Understanding Cross Stitch Borders

What Are Cross Stitch Borders?

Cross stitch borders are decorative edging patterns stitched around the
perimeter of fabric, often framing a central motif or design. Unlike freeform
or complex motifs, borders are characterized by repetitive, symmetrical
patterns that form a continuous line or series of motifs. They can be simple



straight lines, zigzags, geometric shapes, floral motifs, or traditional
motifs inspired by cultural or historical designs.

The primary purpose of a border is to define and enhance the overall
aesthetic of the piece. Borders can serve functional roles, such as
reinforcing edges or preventing fraying, but their main appeal lies in their
decorative function. When crafted with care, even the simplest borders can
bring harmony, balance, and a professional finish to a project.

Why Choose Simple Borders?

Simple borders are accessible for beginners because they involve basic
stitches and straightforward patterns, making them quick to learn and
replicate. They also allow for creative flexibility: a minimal design can be
easily customized with different colors, stitch sizes, or spacing.

Moreover, simple borders are highly versatile-they can be adapted for various
types of projects, from pillowcases and tablecloths to bookmarks and framed
art. Their understated elegance makes them suitable for both casual and
formal items, providing a timeless touch that complements rather than
overpowers the main design.

Design Principles of Easy Cross Stitch Borders

Symmetry and Repetition

Most simple cross stitch borders rely on symmetry and repetition. These
design principles ensure that the border appears balanced and cohesive.
Symmetry involves mirroring motifs along a central axis, while repetition
entails repeating the same pattern at regular intervals.

For example, a basic border might consist of a row of identical crosses or
small geometric motifs spaced evenly along the edge. This consistency makes
the pattern predictable and easier to stitch, especially for beginners.

Spacing and Alignment

Proper spacing between motifs is crucial for achieving a neat and
professional appearance. Too close, and the border may look crowded; too far
apart, and it may seem sparse or disconnected.



Alignment is equally important. Using grid lines or marking the fabric
beforehand can help keep stitches even and straight. Many stitchers use a
washable fabric marker or a ruler to mark the edges before starting.

Color Selection

Color choices can dramatically influence the look of a border. Monochromatic
schemes lend a subtle elegance, while contrasting colors can make the border
stand out more prominently.

For beginners, sticking to one or two colors simplifies the process and
reduces confusion. As confidence grows, experimenting with multiple colors or
variegated threads can add depth and interest.

Materials and Tools for Easy Cross Stitch
Borders

Essential Supplies

- Fabric: Aida cloth (commonly 14-count or 16-count), linen, or even
evenweave fabric are popular choices for borders due to their grid-like
structure.

- Threads: Embroidery floss (DMC, Anchor, or similar brands) in chosen
colors.

- Needle: Embroidery or tapestry needle with a blunt tip and eye size
compatible with the thread.

- Embroidery Hoop: To keep the fabric taut and facilitate even stitching.
- Marking Tools: Water-soluble or washable fabric markers, or graph paper and
pencils for planning.

- Scissors: Small, sharp scissors for precise cutting.

Optional Tools for Precision

- Ruler or Measuring Tape: For accurate spacing and measurements.

- Pattern Templates: Pre-drawn or printed border designs for guidance.
- Lighting: Good lighting or a magnifying glass to see small stitches
clearly.



Step-by-Step Guide to Creating Easy Simple
Cross Stitch Borders

1. Planning Your Border

Begin by deciding the dimensions of your project and how wide you want your
border to be. Sketch out the design on graph paper or use software to create
a visual plan. Keep the pattern simple—perhaps a straight line of crosses, a
row of small diamond shapes, or a repeating floral motif.

2. Preparing Your Fabric

Measure and mark the fabric edges, leaving enough space for the border plus
seam allowances if necessary. Use a fabric marker to draw guidelines along
the edges, ensuring even spacing.

3. Threading and Starting

Cut an appropriate length of embroidery floss (about 18 inches to avoid
tangling). Thread your needle and knot the end. Start from the back of the
fabric to keep the front neat.

4. Stitching the Border

- Follow your planned pattern, making sure to keep stitches even.

- For a basic cross stitch border, create each cross by bringing the needle
up at one corner and down at the opposite corner, crossing the diagonal, then
completing the cross in the same manner.

- Maintain consistent tension for uniform stitches.

- Use the grid on the fabric as a guide, counting stitches to ensure even
spacing.

5. Finishing the Border

Once the border is complete, secure the thread on the back with a knot or
weaving it under existing stitches. Trim any loose ends. If desired, wash the
fabric gently to remove markings and press with a warm iron, placing a
pressing cloth between the iron and the fabric.



Popular Simple Cross Stitch Border Patterns

1. The Straight Line Border

- The most basic border, consisting of a single row of crosses running
parallel to the edge.

- Ideal for framing or minimalist designs.

- Easy to extend or modify by adding additional rows or color accents.

2. The Zigzag Border

- Created by alternating V-shaped patterns along the edge.
- Adds a dynamic element without complex stitches.
- Works well with contrasting colors for a striking effect.

3. The Cross-0Over Diamond Border

- Repeats small diamond motifs created by crossing stitches.
- Can be worked in a single color or multiple shades.
- Suitable for vintage or folk-inspired projects.

4. The Floral or Leaf Border

- Simplified floral motifs, such as small flowers or leaves, repeated along
the edge.

- Adds a touch of nature-inspired elegance.

- Easy to adapt by changing motif size or shape.

Tips for Perfecting Easy Cross Stitch Borders

- Practice on scrap fabric: Before working on your main project, practice
your chosen pattern to develop consistency.

- Use a hoop or frame: Keeping the fabric taut ensures even tension and
straight stitches.

- Count carefully: Regularly count stitches to maintain symmetry and
alignment.

- Maintain thread tension: Avoid pulling too tight or leaving slack to keep
stitches uniform.



- Keep the fabric clean: Use gentle handling to prevent fabric distortion or
thread breakage.

- Experiment with color: Don’t hesitate to try different thread colors to
match your project theme.

Advantages of Simple Cross Stitch Borders

- Accessibility: Easy to learn for beginners with minimal tools required.
- Speed: Quick to complete, making them suitable for small or multiple
projects.

- Versatility: Adaptable to a wide range of items and styles.

- Cost-effective: Requires only basic materials.

- Enhancement: Adds a professional and finished look to handmade items.

Challenges and How to Overcome Them

While simple cross stitch borders are generally straightforward, some common
issues may arise:

- Uneven stitches: Maintain even tension and practice regularly.

- Misalignment: Use fabric markings and count carefully.

- Color bleeding or fading: Use high-quality threads and wash gently.
- Fabric puckering: Keep fabric taut with a hoop or frame throughout
stitching.

Adopting good habits and practicing patience can significantly improve border
quality over time.

Conclusion: The Timeless Appeal of Simple
Borders

Easy simple cross stitch borders epitomize the beauty of understated
craftsmanship. Their uncomplicated patterns make them ideal for beginners
seeking a rewarding and manageable embroidery experience, while their
versatility ensures they remain a staple in the seasoned stitcher’s
repertoire. Whether framing a heartfelt gift, embellishing household linens,
or creating standalone decorative pieces, these borders offer a quick,
charming, and professional finishing touch. With thoughtful planning and a



little practice, anyone can master these elegant, simple borders that
continue to adorn textiles with timeless grace and charm.

In summary, mastering easy simple cross stitch borders involves understanding
fundamental design principles, selecting suitable materials, and practicing
consistent stitches. They serve as an accessible entry point into the world
of embroidery while offering endless opportunities for creativity and
personalization. As with all craft pursuits, patience and attention to detail
will yield beautiful results that showcase your skill and passion for
handmade artistry.
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easy simple cross stitch borders: American Samplers Ethel Stanwood Bolton, Eva Johnston
Coe, 1921

easy simple cross stitch borders: Stitching Letters: A Cross-Stitcher's Alphabet Treasury
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-19 In this comprehensive guide to cross-stitching alphabets, you'll find
everything you need to know to create beautiful cross-stitched letters, from the basics of
cross-stitching to a variety of patterns for different occasions. With clear instructions and
step-by-step photos, this book will teach you how to: * Choose the right materials for your
cross-stitching project * Prepare your fabric for cross-stitching * Stitch basic alphabets * Stitch
decorative alphabets * Stitch alphabets for special occasions * Troubleshoot common cross-stitching
problems You'll also find a variety of patterns for cross-stitching alphabets, from classic alphabets to
whimsical alphabets to alphabets perfect for special occasions. Whether you're a beginner or an
experienced cross-stitcher, you'll find something to love in this book. With this book as your guide,
you'll be able to create beautiful cross-stitched alphabets that will add a personal touch to your
home and your wardrobe. Here are just a few of the things you'll be able to create with this book: *
Personalized wall hangings * Cross-stitched pillows and cushions * Table linens with cross-stitched
alphabets * Cross-stitched kitchen towels * Unique gifts for friends and family With its clear
instructions, beautiful patterns, and troubleshooting tips, this book is the perfect resource for
anyone who wants to learn how to cross-stitch alphabets. If you like this book, write a review!

easy simple cross stitch borders: The Complete Photo Guide to Needlework Linda Wyszynski,
2012 The Complete Photo Guide to Needlework is a comprehensive how-to book about all of the
most popular hand needle arts: embroidery, crossstitch, needlepoint, crewel, silk ribbon embroidery,
and bead embroidery.

easy simple cross stitch borders: Borders and Motifs Cross Stitch Patterns Sakura Mai,
2024-01-09 Want to give your home a touch of handmade elegance without spending hours on
complicated patterns, even if you're a beginner at cross-stitching? Embrace the joy of cross stitch
embroidery with 'Borders and Motifs Cross Stitch patterns'. Packed with more than 200 modern and
unique designs, it offers a lavish array of patterns to embellish your crafts whether it's adding
sophistication to napkins, lending a personal touch to pillows, enhancing quotes with charm, or
creating one-of-a-kind bookmarks. Each design is represented in full color, complete with clear
symbols and a preview of the original artwork allowing for an easy interpretation of the end product.
With matching corners for most designs and a DMC floss color guide included, you can stitch
seamlessly and confidently every time. Start crafting your masterpiece today!

easy simple cross stitch borders: 100+ Cross Stitch Patterns to Mix and Match Jane



https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-008/easy-simple-cross-stitch-borders.pdf

Greenoff, 2022-04-15 From flowers to cottages, birds and bees to holiday and sampler-style
motifs, 100+ Cross Stitch Patterns to Mix and Match is bursting with exciting cross stitch designs to
make! The motifs and alphabets are designed to coordinate, and with more than 100 motif and
border patterns, the fun is in choosing how to put them together into your own unique designs. It’s
easy to combine them (Jane teaches you how), and you'll be ready to make a special stitched piece
for any occasion. The 21 unique cross stitch alphabets bring just the right personal touch to your
sentiments. Beautiful borders add professional polish. Each motif is presented in chart form with a
color key for ease of reference and a finished, worked example to show how the pattern should look
when complete. If you are new to cross stitch or to designing, an introduction to the craft covers all
of the tools and equipment needed and demonstrates basic cross stitch techniques from start to
finish, in addition to giving instructions on how to graph and use your designs. Based on a simple
grid and one basic stitch, cross stitch is easy to learn and master, so get started mixing and
matching these beautiful designs into your one-of-a-kind creations!

easy simple cross stitch borders: The Country Gentleman , 1927

easy simple cross stitch borders: 1, 2, 3 Sew Ellen Luckett Baker, 2021-10-12 Sewing can be
as easy as 1-2-3 with this helpful building-block approach—includes thirty-three projects! In this
creative teaching book, craft blogger Ellen Luckett Baker offers a wholly unique approach to sewing:
She presents projects in groups of three, each building on the techniques used in the project before.
Baker shows, for example, how to sew a glasses case, then build on those skills to create a zippered
pouch, and from there, make a more advanced cosmetics bag. There are thirty-three delightful
projects in all, ranging from clothing to decor and accessories. This very special ebook includes
easy-to-follow instructions, how-to illustrations, and instructions for how to print the patterns,
making it an essential resource for beginning and intermediate sewers alike.

easy simple cross stitch borders: The World Of Cross Stitching Dec 2019 Magazines
Global, The World Of Cross Stitching Dec 2019

easy simple cross stitch borders: The Cross Stitch Motif Bible Jan Eaton, 2011-07-31 This
collection of over 1000 cross stitch motifs, each in the form of an easy to follow chart, is an
invaluable resource for incorporating your work into cards, samplers, pictures, and tapestries. Fully
illustrated step by step instructions in basic techniques and materials will allow even the novice to
start stitching right away.

easy simple cross stitch borders: First Time Embroidery and Cross-Stitch Linda
Wyszynski, 2019-09-03 A beginner’s step-by-step, photo-filled guide to the basics of embroidery,
crewel, and cross stitch, with exciting projects to get you started. This beginner’s guide, by
embroidery professional Linda Wyszynski, uses easy-to-follow, photo-illustrated instruction to teach
you the basics of classic embroidery, crewel, and cross-stitch techniques. In no time, you can use
these methods to create beautiful, personalized designs. After a review of equipment and supplies,
fabrics, threads, patterns, and stitching basics, jump right in with these step-by-step projects:
Creative embroidery—Embroidered Jacket Collar and Embellished Pillow Case Crewel—Paisleys and
Pearls Pillow and Touch of Gold Fedora Hat Cross-Stitch—Violet Blossoms Candle Band and
Springtime Journal There’s a first time for everything. Enjoy the journey and achieve success with
First Time Embroidery and Cross-Stitch.

easy simple cross stitch borders: Embroidery Companion Alicia Paulson, 2010 Shows general
embroidery techniques with illustrated stitch guides and finishing and framing tips.

easy simple cross stitch borders: The Very Easy Guide to Fair Isle Knitting Lynne
Watterson, 2013-02-12 A perfect gift for beginning knitters to sew up some amazing crafting skills.
Fair Isle knitting may look complicated, but knitting expert Lynne Watterson lays out the basics in a
way that is easy to follow and understand with The Very Easy Guide to Fair Isle Knitting. She starts
with an overview that covers everything from the best types of yarn suitable for Fair Isle patterns to
beginner knitting techniques. Also included is a primer on how to read Fair Isle charts, plus an
illustrated step-by-step guide to Fair Isle knitting showing complete beginners how to hold the
yarns, strand across the back of knitting, link colors in, and how to weave in ends. The main




chapters feature a selection of beautiful Fair Isle stitch patterns. Each pattern contains clear
instructions in both written and chart form, and these are cross-referenced to a comprehensive
guide to abbreviations. A variety of simple, stylish projects included in each chapter demonstrates
ways to use the beautifully shaded Fair Isle patterns—from chic accessories and the latest fashion
looks to colorful cushion covers and cozy blankets. Bonus material offers a variety of stunning
finishing touches that can be used to enhance your knitting—including beads, buttons, tassels,
cords, fringe, and more.

easy simple cross stitch borders: Youth's Companion , 1882

easy simple cross stitch borders: Pictorial Review , 1925 Includes music.

easy simple cross stitch borders: Creative Quilting: Immerse Yourself in the Art of
Fabric and Design Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-24 Immerse yourself in the vibrant world of
quilting with Creative Quilting: Immerse Yourself in the Art of Fabric and Design, your
comprehensive guide to the art of fabric and design. Whether you are a seasoned quilter or just
starting your journey into this timeless craft, this book provides everything you need to create
beautiful and meaningful quilts. Within these pages, you will discover: * A thorough introduction to
the fundamentals of quilting, including fabric selection, essential stitches, and quilting techniques *
In-depth exploration of design elements, color theory, and pattern creation * Clear instructions for
both machine and hand quilting, with troubleshooting tips and advice * A wide range of quilt
patterns, from traditional blocks to contemporary designs * Inspiration and guidance for creating
quilts for every occasion, from cozy throws to stunning wall hangings Beyond the practical aspects
of quilting, Creative Quilting: Immerse Yourself in the Art of Fabric and Design also delves into the
rich history and cultural significance of this art form. Learn about the origins of quilting, its
evolution over the centuries, and the diverse ways in which quilts have been used to express
creativity, tell stories, and connect communities. Creative Quilting: Immerse Yourself in the Art of
Fabric and Design is more than just a how-to guide; it is an invitation to explore your creativity and
make something truly unique. Whether you are looking to create practical and beautiful quilts for
your home, explore your artistic side, or connect with a centuries-old tradition, this book will
empower you to bring your quilting dreams to life. With its clear instructions, inspiring design ideas,
and comprehensive coverage of all aspects of quilting, Creative Quilting: Immerse Yourself in the Art
of Fabric and Design is the essential resource for quilters of all levels. Dive into the pages of this
book and discover the joy, satisfaction, and endless possibilities of quilting. If you like this book,
write a review!

easy simple cross stitch borders: Easy-to-make Cross-stitch Samplers and Mottoes Barbara
Christopher, 1984

easy simple cross stitch borders: Simply Samplers Cheryl Fall, 2014-08-15 A sampler is a
project made from a sampling of different stitches or different motifs. Once the learning tool that
helped generations of girls master basic needlework skills, this traditional project is still a great way
to learn and practice embroidery skillsa€”as well as a creative way to add color to a room or a fabric
item. Covers samplers in several different styles: cross-stitch, counted thread, surface, and freestyle
embroidery Creative uses for sampler art beyond the basic wall hanging: gift bags, ornaments,
scarves, tote bags, and more Includes a how-to section with step-by-step instructions for basic
embroidery stitches and sewing skills 16 projects for decorative sampler designs plus creative
variations

easy simple cross stitch borders: Cross Stitch Collection February 2015 Magazines
Global, Cross Stitch Collection February 2015

easy simple cross stitch borders: Ladies' Fancy Work Jane Cunningham Croly, 1886

easy simple cross stitch borders: Woman's World , 1925
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