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Understanding the nuances of hair coloring can be a daunting task, especially with the myriad of

products, shades, and formulations available today. Among the most trusted brands in the professional

and at-home hair coloring industry is ion, renowned for its innovative formulations and extensive color

options. Central to choosing the right shade and achieving desired results is the ion permanent hair

color chart. This comprehensive guide aims to decode the chart’s structure, explain how to interpret it,

and provide insights into selecting the perfect shade for your hair.

---

What Is the ion Permanent Hair Color Chart?

The ion permanent hair color chart is a visual guide that categorizes the vast array of shades offered

by the ion brand. It organizes colors based on tone, depth, and hue, making it easier for users and

professionals to select the appropriate shade for their desired look. This chart typically displays

swatches of each color alongside specific identifiers, including shade number, tone description, and

sometimes recommended usage notes.

Purpose of the Color Chart

- Facilitates Easy Selection: Helps users quickly identify their preferred shade.

- Ensures Accurate Color Matching: Assists in achieving predictable results.

- Guides Mixing and Formulation: Provides information on complementary shades for custom mixing.

- Educates Users: Offers insight into the color spectrum and underlying tones.

Who Uses the ion Permanent Hair Color Chart?



- Professional Hair Stylists: For precise color matching during salon services.

- At-Home Users: To select shades confidently without professional guidance.

- Colorists and Hair Enthusiasts: For creating custom looks and exploring new shades.

---

Understanding the Structure of the ion Permanent Hair Color

Chart

The chart is systematically designed to categorize shades based on a combination of color depth,

tone, and hue. Recognizing its structure simplifies the selection process.

Key Components of the Chart

1. Shade Numbering System

- Format: Typically a three- or four-digit number (e.g., 5N, 7G, 10NB).

- Meaning: The first digit indicates the depth or level of darkness (1-10), with 1 being black and 10

being lightest blonde.

- Additional Letters: Denote the tone or undertone, such as N (Natural), G (Gold), GY (Golden Yellow),

NB (Nude Beige), etc.

2. Color Depth (Level)

- Levels 1-10: Represent the darkness or lightness of the shade.

- 1-3: Dark shades (e.g., Black, Dark Brown).

- 4-6: Medium shades (e.g., Medium Brown, Dark Blonde).

- 7-10: Light shades (e.g., Blonde, Very Light Blonde).



3. Tone Indicators

- N (Natural): Balanced, neutral tones.

- G (Gold): Warm, golden hues.

- GY (Golden Yellow): Bright, warm blonde shades.

- N1, N2, etc.: Variations within neutral tones.

- Other Tones: Copper (C), Red (R), Ash (A), Beige (BE), and more.

Color Swatches and Visual Representation

The actual chart displays swatched samples of each shade, allowing users to see real-life color

outcomes. These swatches are arranged in a gradient, often grouped by depth and tone, making it

intuitive to navigate.

---

How to Interpret the ion Permanent Hair Color Chart

Proper interpretation of the chart ensures users select shades that match their desired outcome.

Step-by-Step Guide

Step 1: Determine Your Current Hair Color

- Identify your natural hair depth (dark, medium, light).

- Consider your current hair tone and condition.

Step 2: Decide on the Desired Result

- Do you want to go darker or lighter?



- Are you aiming for a warm, cool, or neutral tone?

Step 3: Match Your Desired Shade to the Chart

- Use the shade number to find the corresponding hue.

- Pay attention to the tone indicators to ensure warm or cool effects.

Step 4: Consider Your Base and Undertones

- For color corrections or highlights, understand how the chosen shade interacts with your base color.

- Use the chart to select complementary or contrasting shades for custom formulations.

Practical Examples

- Example 1: You have dark brown hair (level 3) and want a natural-looking medium brown with warm

undertones.

- Look for shades in the 4-6 level range with G (Gold) or GY (Golden Yellow) tones.

- Possible choice: 5G (Light Brown Gold).

- Example 2: You aim for a platinum blonde with ash undertones.

- Select shades in the 9-10 range with A (Ash).

- Possible choice: 10A (Very Light Blonde Ash).

---

Categories of Colors on the ion Hair Color Chart

The chart is divided into distinct color families, each serving different aesthetic purposes.

1. Black and Dark Browns



- Levels: 1-3

- Purpose: Deep, rich, dramatic looks or natural dark shades.

- Common Shades:

- 1N (Black Natural)

- 3G (Dark Brown Gold)

2. Medium Browns

- Levels: 4-5

- Purpose: Versatile, everyday shades.

- Common Shades:

- 4N (Medium Brown Natural)

- 5G (Light Brown Gold)

3. Light Browns and Dark Blondes

- Levels: 6-7

- Purpose: Transition shades for lighter hair.

- Common Shades:

- 6G (Dark Blonde Gold)

- 7N (Blonde Natural)

4. Blonde Shades

- Levels: 8-10

- Purpose: Bright, light, and platinum blondes.

- Common Shades:

- 8G (Light Blonde Gold)

- 10A (Very Light Blonde Ash)

5. Special Tones and Highlights



- Red, Copper, and Ash Tones: For creating vibrant or muted effects.

- Nude and Beige Shades: For subtle, natural results.

---

Using the Ion Permanent Hair Color Chart for Customization

The chart isn't just for selecting single shades; it's also a tool for mixing shades to achieve unique

results.

Tips for Custom Color Formulation

- Layering Tones: Combine shades with similar levels but different tones for nuanced effects.

- Correcting Colors: Use ash shades to neutralize warmth or gold shades to add warmth.

- Creating Highlights: Select lighter shades (levels 8-10) and apply strategically.

Common Mixing Strategies

- Balancing Warmth: Mix a neutral shade with a warm tone to soften or brighten.

- Adding Depth: Use darker shades to add depth in highlights or lowlights.

- Achieving Pastels or Special Effects: Lighten hair first, then apply toning shades from the chart.

---

Additional Considerations When Using the ion Hair Color Chart

Hair Condition and History



- Prior color treatments, damage, and porosity influence the outcome.

- Always perform a strand test before full application.

Professional Guidance

- For complex color corrections or drastic changes, consult a professional.

- Use the chart as a reference but adapt based on hair condition.

Maintaining Results

- Use color-safe shampoos and conditioners.

- Schedule regular touch-ups based on hair growth and fading.

---

Conclusion

The ion permanent hair color chart is an invaluable resource for both professionals and at-home users

seeking predictable, vibrant, and personalized hair color results. By understanding its

structure—comprising shade numbers, levels, and tones—users can confidently navigate the extensive

range of available shades. Whether you desire a subtle natural look, a bold statement color, or a

custom blend, the chart guides you through selecting the perfect hue, ensuring satisfaction and a

stunning final result. Remember always to consider your current hair condition, desired outcome, and

the importance of proper formulation and application techniques to achieve the best possible hair color

transformation.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the Ion Permanent Hair Color Chart and how is it used?

The Ion Permanent Hair Color Chart is a guide that displays the various shades and tones available in

Ion's permanent hair color range. It helps users select the right color by showing options sorted by

color family, depth, and tone, making it easier to achieve desired results.

How do I choose the right shade from the Ion Permanent Hair Color

Chart?

To select the right shade, consider your current hair color, the desired result, and the level of lift or

deposit needed. Use the chart to compare your natural hair color to the available shades, and choose

a tone that complements your skin tone and personal style.

Are the shades on the Ion Permanent Hair Color Chart suitable for all

hair types?

Most shades on the Ion Permanent Hair Color Chart are formulated for a wide range of hair types, but

results can vary based on hair condition and texture. It's recommended to perform a patch test and

strand test before full application to ensure compatibility and desired results.

Can I use the Ion Hair Color Chart to achieve a vibrant or

unconventional hair color?

Yes, the Ion Permanent Hair Color Chart includes bold and vibrant shades suitable for creating unique

and unconventional looks. For best results, follow the application instructions carefully and consider

pre-lightening your hair if required for vivid colors.

Where can I find the Ion Permanent Hair Color Chart for reference?

The Ion Permanent Hair Color Chart is available on the official Ion website, at authorized beauty

supply stores, and in professional hair salons that carry Ion products. Many online tutorials and product

packaging also feature the color chart for easy reference.



Additional Resources

Ion Permanent Hair Color Chart: Your Ultimate Guide to Achieving Perfect Hair Color Results

When it comes to hair coloring, understanding the Ion permanent hair color chart is essential for both

professionals and at-home stylists aiming for flawless, consistent results. The chart acts as a

comprehensive guide, helping you navigate through a wide spectrum of shades, tones, and formulas.

Whether you're seeking a subtle change or a dramatic transformation, mastering the Ion color chart

ensures you're selecting the right product and shade for your hair type, desired outcome, and

maintenance routine.

In this detailed guide, we'll explore everything you need to know about the Ion permanent hair color

chart, including how to read it, the nuances of shade selection, tips for application, and expert advice

on maintaining your vibrant color.

---

What is the Ion Permanent Hair Color Chart?

The Ion permanent hair color chart is a visual tool that categorizes the brand's extensive range of hair

dyes based on color families, tones, and levels of lift or deposit. It helps users identify the precise

shades they want—whether it's a natural brunette, fiery red, or icy blonde—and understand how each

color will interact with their existing hair color.

Ion Color Solutions, a popular professional and retail brand, is renowned for its high-quality permanent

hair dyes that offer excellent gray coverage, predictable results, and vibrant shades. Their color chart

simplifies the complex process of selecting the right shade, providing a structured pathway that aligns

with your hair's current condition and your desired outcome.

---

Understanding the Structure of the Ion Color Chart



The Ion permanent hair color chart is organized into several key components:

1. Color Levels (Lifts or Darkness)

- Levels 1-10: Indicate the darkness or lightness of the color.

- Level 1: Black

- Level 2: Darkest Brown

- Level 3–4: Dark Brown

- Level 5–6: Medium Brown

- Level 7–8: Blonde

- Level 9–10: Very Light Blonde to Pale Blonde

2. Color Families (Shades)

- Natural/Neutral: Balanced shades that don’t lean toward warm or cool tones.

- Ash: Cool tones that reduce warmth, ideal for neutralizing orange or red hues.

- Golden: Warm tones with yellow or gold undertones.

- Copper/Red: Vibrant warm shades, perfect for fiery red or copper hair.

- Pearl/Beige: Soft, muted shades with a subtle cool or neutral tone.

- Other specialized shades: Platinum, violet, or pastel tones often appear as part of the extended

collection.

3. Tone Indicators

- Numbering system: Usually, the shades are numbered to indicate their tone and level.

- Tone modifiers: Such as "ash," "golden," "copper," or "beige" that specify the undertone.

---

How to Read the Ion Permanent Hair Color Chart



Understanding the chart involves recognizing how the shades are classified and what they imply:

- Level Number: Indicates how light or dark the shade will turn out.

- Color Family and Tone: Guides whether the shade is warm, cool, or neutral.

- Mixing Ratios: The chart often suggests mixing ratios for base colors and toners to achieve the

perfect shade.

Example:

- Level 6 Ash Brown: A medium brown with cool, ash undertones—ideal for neutralizing reds or

oranges.

- Level 8 Golden Blonde: A light blonde with warm, golden undertones—great for adding warmth to

hair.

---

Choosing the Right Shade: Tips and Considerations

Selecting the appropriate shade from the Ion permanent hair color chart involves more than just

picking a color you like; it requires understanding your current hair color, skin tone, and the level of

maintenance you're willing to commit to.

1. Assess Your Natural or Existing Hair Color

- For darker hair, you might need to lift or lighten your hair before applying a new shade.

- For lighter hair, depositing color or toning might be sufficient.

2. Determine Your Desired Result

- Do you want a natural look or something bold and vibrant?

- Are you aiming to neutralize unwanted tones (e.g., brassiness)?



3. Consider Your Skin Tone

- Warm skin tones often complement golden or copper shades.

- Cool skin tones tend to look best with ash or pearl shades.

- Neutral skin tones can usually wear a wide range of shades.

4. Think About Maintenance

- Cooler shades like ash or pearl tend to show less fade and are easier to maintain.

- Warm shades may require more frequent touch-ups to keep vibrancy.

5. Conduct a Strand Test

Always perform a patch or strand test to see how the color interacts with your hair before full

application.

---

Applying Hair Color Using the Ion Chart as a Guide

Once you've selected the right shade, following proper application techniques ensures the best results:

Step 1: Prepare Your Hair

- Start with clean, dry hair.

- Protect your skin around the hairline with petroleum jelly to prevent staining.

Step 2: Mix the Color

- Follow the manufacturer's recommended mixing ratio.

- Use the Ion developer that suits your desired lift and deposit level.



Step 3: Apply the Color

- Section hair evenly.

- Apply from roots to tips, ensuring thorough coverage.

- For gray hair or to achieve full coverage, apply to the roots first.

Step 4: Processing Time

- Follow the recommended processing time.

- Check color development periodically.

Step 5: Rinse and Condition

- Rinse until water runs clear.

- Use a color-safe shampoo and conditioner to prolong vibrancy.

---

Common Shades and Their Uses

Here's a quick reference to popular shades within the Ion permanent hair color chart:

Natural Shades (Levels 3-6)

- Dark Brown (Level 3): For deep, rich brown results.

- Light Brown (Level 5): A versatile, neutral brown.

- Medium Brown (Level 4): Classic and easy to maintain.

Blonde Shades (Levels 7-10)

- Dark Blonde (Level 7): Adds warmth and depth.



- Light Blonde (Level 8): Bright and natural-looking.

- Pale Blonde (Level 10): For icy or platinum finishes.

Red and Copper Shades

- Copper (Levels 5-6): Vibrant and fiery.

- Red (Levels 4-5): Bold, attention-grabbing.

- Auburn (Levels 4-5): Deep, rich red-brown.

Ash and Cool Shades

- Ash Brown (Level 6): Neutralizes warmth.

- Pearl Blonde (Level 9): Soft, cool blonde.

- Violet or Pastel Shades: For fashion-forward, unconventional looks.

---

Maintenance and Longevity of Ion Hair Colors

Choosing the right shade is just part of the process; maintaining vibrant, healthy color is equally

important.

Tips for Longevity:

- Use sulfate-free, color-safe shampoos.

- Limit washing frequency to preserve color.

- Incorporate deep conditioning treatments to keep hair healthy.

- Schedule regular toning sessions if using shades prone to brassiness or fade.

- Protect your hair from excessive sun exposure and heat styling.

---



Final Thoughts: Mastering the Ion Permanent Hair Color Chart

The Ion permanent hair color chart is an invaluable resource that empowers you to make informed

decisions about your hair color journey. By understanding the structure of the chart, how to interpret

shades, and applying proper coloring techniques, you can achieve salon-quality results at home or

professionally.

Remember, every hair color transformation is a combination of choosing the right shade,

understanding your hair's starting point, and maintaining your look with proper care. Whether you're a

DIY enthusiast or a seasoned stylist, familiarity with the Ion color chart is your key to unlocking

endless creative possibilities and confidence in your hair coloring endeavors.

---

Embark on your hair coloring adventure armed with knowledge, and let the Ion permanent hair color

chart guide you to your perfect shade!
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