1st degree masonic ritual pdf

1st degree masonic ritual pdf has become an essential resource for Freemasons
and enthusiasts seeking to understand the foundational rites and ceremonies
of Freemasonry. Whether you're a new initiate or a seasoned Mason aiming to
deepen your knowledge, access to detailed ritual PDFs can provide clarity,
guidance, and a structured approach to the initiation process. In this
comprehensive article, we will explore the significance of the 1lst degree
Masonic ritual, how to find authentic PDFs, and the importance of
understanding each component within the ritual. Additionally, we will discuss
the history, symbolism, and best practices for studying and performing the
ritual, all optimized for SEO to ensure you can easily find reliable
resources online.

Understanding the 1lst Degree Masonic Ritual

The 1st degree of Freemasonry, often called the Entered Apprentice degree,
marks the initiation of a candidate into the brotherhood. It embodies
foundational principles such as morality, knowledge, and brotherly love. The
ritual serves as a rite of passage that introduces the initiate to the moral
teachings, symbols, and allegories that underpin Freemasonry.

What Is the 1lst Degree Masonic Ritual?

The ritual involves a series of ceremonial steps that include:

- The candidate's preparation and entrance

- The taking of vows and obligations

- The symbolic journey through allegorical lessons
- The conferral of symbols and passwords

- The formal acceptance into the fraternity

These components are designed to teach moral lessons through symbolic acts,
emphasizing personal growth and ethical conduct.

Why Is the Ritual Important?

The ritual is not merely a ceremonial formality but a vital educational tool
that:

- Instills core Masonic values such as integrity, charity, and truth
- Reinforces the bonds of brotherhood



- Preserves the tradition and secrecy of the fraternity
- Guides the initiate through a transformative experience

Having access to a reliable 1st degree masonic ritual pdf allows initiates
and lodge officers to study these ceremonies in detail, ensuring that the
ritual is performed with respect and accuracy.

How to Find Authentic 1lst Degree Masonic Ritual
PDFs

Finding legitimate and comprehensive PDFs of the 1st degree Masonic ritual
can be challenging due to the secretive nature of the fraternity. However,
there are several reputable sources and best practices to obtain authentic
materials.

Sources for Reliable Ritual PDFs

- Official Lodge Websites: Many Masonic lodges publish ritual guides and
educational materials for their members.

- Masonic Libraries and Archives: These institutions often provide access to
historical and current ritual texts.

- Masonic Publishing Houses: Publishers specializing in Masonic literature
offer authorized ritual PDFs and books.

- Online Masonic Forums and Communities: Respectable forums sometimes share
ritual resources, but always verify authenticity.

Tips for Ensuring Authenticity

- Verify the source: Prefer official or well-known Masonic publishers.

- Check the publication date: Rituals may evolve; ensure you have the latest
version.

- Avoid unofficial or unofficially circulated PDFs: They may contain
inaccuracies or unauthorized modifications.

- Respect confidentiality: Use materials responsibly and within the bounds of
your lodge's policies.

Legal and Ethical Considerations

While many Masonic texts are shared for educational purposes, it's essential
to respect copyright and lodge confidentiality. Sharing or distributing



ritual PDFs outside authorized channels may violate lodge rules and Masonic
law.

Components of the 1lst Degree Masonic Ritual

A typical 1st degree ritual PDF contains detailed descriptions of each
segment of the ceremony. Understanding these parts enhances your appreciation
and facilitates proper performance.

Main Sections of the Ritual

1. Preparation and Entrance

- Candidate's attire and demeanor
- Lodge setup and symbolism

2. Initiation Ceremony

- Oath-taking and obligations

- Symbolic lessons and allegories
3. Presentation of Symbols

- Apron, tools, and passwords

- Their meanings and significance
4. Closing the Degree

- Final words and commitments

- Formal exit and brotherly bonds

Key Symbols and Their Meanings

- The Apron: Signifies purity and labor

- The Square and Compasses: Moral boundaries and virtue

- The Working Tools: Lessons in morality and ethics

- The Blazing Star: Guidance and divine illumination

- The Letter G: Geometry and the Great Architect of the Universe

Common Ritual Phrases and Their Significance

- Oaths emphasizing truthfulness and loyalty
- Allegorical references to biblical and historical stories
- Recitations that reinforce moral lessons



Studying the 1lst Degree Ritual PDF Effectively

To maximize the benefits of your ritual PDF, consider the following study
tips:

Step-by-Step Approach

- Read thoroughly: Familiarize yourself with the entire ritual text.
- Break it down: Study each section separately for clarity.

- Use visual aids: Cross-reference symbols and images.

- Practice aloud: Recite parts of the ritual to build confidence.

- Seek mentorship: Consult experienced Masons for guidance.

Incorporating Ritual Study into Lodge Activities

- Attend ritual rehearsals

- Participate in degree work

- Engage in lodges' educational sessions

- Respect the confidentiality and sacredness of the ritual

Benefits of Ritual Mastery

- Confidence during ceremonies

- Proper conveyance of symbolism
- Preservation of tradition

- Personal spiritual growth

Legal and Ethical Aspects of Ritual PDFs

Understanding the importance of confidentiality and respect within
Freemasonry is crucial.

Respecting Lodge Secrets

- Rituals are considered sacred and private
- Sharing or publishing rituals without permission can breach confidentiality
- Use PDFs solely for personal study or lodge-approved education



Legal Considerations

- Many ritual texts are protected by copyright
- Unauthorized distribution may lead to legal issues
- Always seek permission or use authorized sources

Conclusion: Embracing the Knowledge of the 1lst
Degree Masonic Ritual PDF

The quest for a 1st degree masonic ritual pdf is a significant step in
understanding the core principles of Freemasonry. By accessing authentic
ritual PDFs, initiates and lodge members can deepen their knowledge, perform
ceremonies with respect and accuracy, and uphold the sacred traditions of the
fraternity. Remember to always source your materials responsibly, respect
confidentiality, and approach ritual study with reverence and dedication.
Whether for personal enlightenment or lodge responsibilities, mastering the
ritual enhances your journey within Freemasonry and enriches your
appreciation of its rich symbolism and moral teachings.
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Masonic symbols PDF, how to perform 1lst degree ritual, Masonic tradition,
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is a 1lst degree Masonic ritual PDF commonly
used for?

A 1st degree Masonic ritual PDF is typically used by Freemasons to study and
understand the ceremonies, symbols, and procedures involved in the Entered
Apprentice degree, especially for educational and preparatory purposes.

Is it legal to distribute 1lst degree Masonic ritual
PDFs online?

Distribution of Masonic ritual PDFs can vary by jurisdiction; some lodges may
consider it confidential, so it's important to verify permissions and respect
copyright or organizational policies before sharing or downloading such
documents online.



Where can I find authentic 1lst degree Masonic ritual
PDFs?

Authentic 1lst degree Masonic ritual PDFs are often available through official
Masonic lodge websites, authorized Masonic bookstores, or through members who
share ritual materials for educational purposes within their lodge or
fraternity.

Are there differences in l1lst degree Masonic rituals
across different jurisdictions?

Yes, Masonic rituals can vary between different jurisdictions and rites, so a
1st degree ritual PDF may differ in wording, structure, or symbols depending
on the specific Masonic body or region.

Can I use a 1lst degree Masonic ritual PDF to prepare
for my initiation?
While studying a ritual PDF can help you understand the ceremony and symbols,

actual preparation and participation should be guided by your lodge and its
officers to ensure proper understanding and adherence to tradition.

What are the main components included in a 1st

degree Masonic ritual PDF?
A typical 1st degree Masonic ritual PDF includes opening and closing
ceremonies, charges, obligations, symbolic lectures, and instructions that

outline the duties and moral lessons associated with the Entered Apprentice
degree.

Are modern 1lst degree Masonic rituals available in
downloadable PDFs?

Yes, there are contemporary versions of 1lst degree Masonic rituals available
as downloadable PDFs, though their authenticity and adherence to traditional
practices can vary; always verify the source's credibility.

How can I legally and ethically access 1lst degree
Masonic ritual PDFs?

The best approach is to obtain ritual materials through official lodge
channels, Masonic bookstores, or authorized educational resources, ensuring
respect for confidentiality and organizational policies.



Additional Resources

1st degree masonic ritual pdf: An In-depth Exploration of Its Content,
Significance, and Accessibility

In the world of Freemasonry, the 1lst degree masonic ritual pdf serves as a
foundational document that encapsulates the initiation rites, teachings, and
symbolic lessons bestowed upon new members. As Freemasonry has evolved over
centuries, its rituals have often been preserved in printed and digital
formats, with PDFs becoming a popular medium for dissemination among members
and researchers alike. This article aims to provide a comprehensive analysis
of the 1lst degree masonic ritual PDF, exploring its historical context,
content, symbolism, significance within the fraternity, and considerations
regarding its accessibility and authenticity.

Understanding Freemasonry and the Significance
of the 1lst Degree Ritual

The Historical Roots of Masonic Initiation

Freemasonry traces its origins back to the late Middle Ages, with roots in
operative stonemason guilds of medieval Europe. Over time, these guilds
transitioned into speculative organizations, emphasizing moral and
philosophical teachings through symbolic rituals. The initiation
process—particularly the first degree—serves as the entry point into this
symbolic universe, introducing new members to core principles such as
brotherhood, morality, and personal development.

The Role of Ritual in Masonic Tradition

Masonic rituals are not merely ceremonial; they are designed to impart moral
lessons through allegory and symbolism. The rituals serve to reinforce
values, create a sense of fraternity, and transmit esoteric knowledge that
has been passed down through generations. The 1st degree ritual, often called
the Entered Apprentice degree, is the beginning of this journey, laying the
groundwork for further degrees and deeper understanding.



Contents of the 1lst Degree Masonic Ritual PDF

Typical Structure of a 1lst Degree Ritual Document

A comprehensive 1st degree masonic ritual PDF generally includes the
following sections:

- Introduction and Preparatory Instructions: Guidance for officers and
initiates on setting the scene, attire, and conduct.

- Opening Ceremony: The initial formalities, including the declaration of a
lodge being opened, invocation, and preliminary prayers.

- Initiation Scene: The core of the ritual, where the candidate is formally
introduced, often involving symbolic gestures, passwords, and allegorical
storytelling.

- Lecture and Lessons: Explanations of symbols, tools (such as the square and
compasses), and moral lessons conveyed during the ritual.

- Closing Ceremony: Concluding remarks, closing of the lodge, and post-ritual
instructions.

Common Symbols and Their Meanings

The ritual PDFs typically highlight key symbols, which include:

- The Rough and Perfect Ashlar: Representing the candidate's moral
development.

- The Working Tools: Such as the square, compass, level, and plumb rule, each
embodying moral virtues.

- The Blazing Star: Symbolizing divine guidance and enlightenment.

- The Cable Tow: Signifying the bonds of brotherhood and personal
responsibility.

Language and Style

The language in these PDFs tends to be formal, poetic, and laden with
symbolism. Rituals are often written in archaic or ceremonial language to
preserve tradition, which can pose challenges for modern readers unfamiliar
with Masonic terminology.



Historical Evolution and Variations in Ritual
PDFs

Historical Preservation and Variants

Over the centuries, different Masonic jurisdictions and lodges have developed
their own versions of the 1lst degree ritual. While core themes remain
consistent, variations can include:

- Textual Differences: Slight modifications in wording and phrasing.

- Procedural Variations: Different sequences of ceremonies or additional
rites.

- Cultural Influences: Adaptations to regional customs and languages.

Many PDFs circulating online are based on specific jurisdictions, making
their content unique in certain aspects. Researchers and members often
compare these versions to understand the evolution of ritual practices.

Digitization and Accessibility of Ritual PDFs

With the advent of digital technology, many Masonic bodies have digitized
their ritual texts for internal use, training, and educational purposes.
However, not all rituals are publicly available due to the fraternity’s
tradition of secrecy. Publicly circulated PDFs often represent a mixture of
authentic and unofficial texts, leading to questions about their accuracy and
reliability.

Authenticity, Secrecy, and Ethical
Considerations

Secrecy and Confidentiality in Freemasonry

Freemasonry emphasizes the importance of confidentiality, viewing ritual as
sacred and integral to the fraternity’s integrity. The availability of 1st
degree ritual PDFs online raises concerns:

- Are these texts authentic representations?
- Do they respect the fraternity’s traditions?
- Could their dissemination undermine the ritual's intended impact?



Most Masonic jurisdictions discourage unauthorized sharing of ritual texts,
emphasizing that the true experience lies in participation rather than
reading.

Legal and Ethical Aspects of PDF Distribution

Many ritual PDFs are shared without authorization, sometimes modified or
edited. This raises ethical issues related to intellectual property, respect
for tradition, and the potential for misrepresentation. Masons are encouraged
to seek ritual knowledge through sanctioned channels, attending lodge
ceremonies and engaging with official texts.

Analyzing the Impact of 1lst Degree Ritual PDFs
on Masonic Practice and Research

Educational Value for Members and Researchers

For members, especially those in training or study, PDFs serve as valuable
references to understand the ritual’s structure and symbolism. For
researchers, these documents provide insight into the historical and cultural
aspects of Freemasonry.

Risks of Misinterpretation and Misuse

However, reliance solely on PDFs can lead to superficial understanding.
Without experiential participation, the ritual's spiritual and symbolic depth
may be lost. Moreover, inaccurate or unofficial texts can distort
perceptions, leading to misunderstandings about Masonic principles.

Role of Digital Resources in Modern Masonry

Digital texts complement traditional learning but should not replace the
ceremonial experience. Many Lodges now incorporate multimedia and online
resources to enhance education, but the core rituals remain rooted in face-
to-face tradition.



Conclusion: The Future of 1lst Degree Ritual
PDFs in Freemasonry

The 1st degree masonic ritual pdf represents both a historical artifact and a
practical tool for understanding one of Freemasonry’s most fundamental
ceremonies. Its contents—rich in symbolism, tradition, and moral
lessons—embody the fraternity’'s core teachings. As digital dissemination
continues, the importance of authentic, respectful, and ethical sharing of
ritual texts cannot be overstated. Members and researchers alike must balance
access to these resources with a respect for the sacred nature of the
rituals, ensuring that the true essence of Freemasonry’s initiation remains
intact and meaningful.

In the evolving landscape of digital information, the ritual PDFs serve as a
bridge-linking past traditions with present-day curiosity and study-while
reminding us that the true meaning of initiation lies in personal experience
and moral transformation, not merely in words on a page.
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1st degree masonic ritual pdf: Emulation First Degree Ritual Emulation Lodge
Improvment Staff, Lewis Masonic, 2013-01-03 The perfect gift for the newly made Mason, providing
him with an authoritive grounding in Masonic symbolism and practice and everything he needs for
his next degree.This book contains - The complete ceremony of the Entered Apprentice Degree, The
Official Emulation Lectures explaining the symbolism of the First Degree (some sections of which
are as old as the ritual itself!), The questions to the candidate before the Second degree, Instructions
on performing Masonic fire and The opening and closing odes.

1st degree masonic ritual pdf: Character Counts Michael Glenn Maness, 2010-12

1st degree masonic ritual pdf: Look to the East - A Revised Ritual of the First Three Degrees
of Freemasonry Ralph P. Lester, 2004 Lester has compiled a complete work of the
entered-apprentice, fellow-craft, and master-mason's degrees, plus the ceremonies, lectures,
constitution, by-laws, and officers' installation of Freemasonry.

1st degree masonic ritual pdf: Masonic Rituals: First Degree Or Ceremony of Initiation
Anonymous Anonymous, Peter Anderson, 2015-01-01 The First Degree Initiation Ceremony as
practised by Freemasons.

1st degree masonic ritual pdf: Ritual of the First Degree , 1900

1st degree masonic ritual pdf: Ritual of the First Degree Under the Jurisdiction of the

Supreme Council... , 1938
1st degree masonic ritual pdf: The Entered Apprentice Or First Degree Illustrated

Malcolm C. Duncan, 2005-12-01 This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original.
Due to its age, it may contain imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages.
Because we believe this work is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our
commitment for protecting, preserving, and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high
quality, modern editions that are true to the original work.

1st degree masonic ritual pdf: Duncan's Masonic Ritual and Monitor Malcolm C. Duncan,
2007-08 This is a favorite and classic reference work of Freemasonry, should be found within the


https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-006/1st-degree-masonic-ritual-pdf.pdf

library of every Masonic lodge or serious Freemason. It is also recommended by the author for those
who are curious about the craft but not members. Serves as a trusted and standard reference work.

1st degree masonic ritual pdf: Taylor's First Degree Only Ritual Marlborough Milbanke
Taylor, 2012-02-28 Taylors Ritual for Craft Lodges

1st degree masonic ritual pdf: Look to the East Ralph P. Lester, 2015-04-24 The complete
work of the Entered Apprentice, Fellow-craft and Master-mason's Degrees, with their ceremonies,
lectures, etc. It has doubtless been a matter of comment and surprise among the Members of the
Fraternity that all the books which are avowedly intended to serve as guides to the Work of a Lodge
invariably contain more or less than their professed object demands. They are usually deficient in
the very points that may be most needed, rendering the use of a separate Monitor unavoidable;
while, on the other hand, they include a great deal of information on matters with which every
Mason is necessarily perfectly familiar, and which it is neither needful nor desirable to be
communicated to the uninitiated. It has been the aim of the Compiler of this little volume to avoid
both these defects: first, by omitting all Passwords, Grips, and other esoteric subjects; and second,
by giving the Work of the first three degrees monitorially as well as ritually complete, in plain
language for ready reference, and entirely free from the tedious perplexities of cypher or other
arbitrary and unintelligible contractions.

1st degree masonic ritual pdf: Emulation Ritual First Degree The Emulation Lodge of
Improvement, Lewis Masonic, 2007-07-26 The perfect gift for the newly made Mason, providing him
with an authoritive grounding in Masonic symbolism and practice and everything he needs for his
next degree.This book contains - The complete ceremony of the Entered Apprentice Degree, The
Official Emulation Lectures explaining the symbolism of the First Degree (some sections of which
are as old as the ritual itself!), The questions to the candidate before the Second degree, Instructions
on performing Masonic fire and The opening and closing odes.

1st degree masonic ritual pdf: Manual of the Lodge Albert Gallatin Mackey, 2020-08-07
Manual of the Lodge is a book about the Freemasonry which provides monitorial instructions in the
degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Mason arranged in accordance with the
American System of Lectures. To those are added the Ceremonies of the Order Past Master, relating
to installations, dedications, consecrations and laying of Corner-Stones. The aim of the work was to
explain and supply means of enabling the reader more thoroughly to understand the ceremonies
through which the young Mason or the recent initiate passes and to extend his researches into that
sublime system of symbolism of the craft. x000D x000D x000D

1st degree masonic ritual pdf: The Apprentice Masonic Degree Ritual for Women Albert Pike,
2005-12 This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may
contain imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we believe
this work is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for
protecting, preserving, and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern
editions that are true to the original work.

1st degree masonic ritual pdf: Duncan's Masonic Ritual and Monitor Malcolm C. Duncan,
2019-09-26 Duncan's Masonic Ritual is a superb guide to the historic rituals and practices of the
Freemason societies, for the initiation of new members and the ceremonies of the Masonic lodges.
First published in 1866, this book arranges the Freemason customs according to the rank of the
member they involve. Beginning with the initiate ranking, known as the 'Entered Apprentice', we are
told the dialogue which must take place between the newcomer and the existing members. The
arrangement of people in the Masonic building, and the various gestures and signals each must give
to one another, are shown in detailed diagrams. The tiers of Master each involve new symbolic
gestures and rituals, intended to signify the member's depth of understanding and loyalty to the
society. The formal operations of a Masonic society require a variety of meetings and orders of
business to take place sequentially. These arrangements are accompanied by a range of handshakes,
gestures between members, and even a series of tools that must be held by a certain Mason, or
handed from one ranking member to another. Since this book is concerned entirely with the




ceremonial traditions of Freemasonry, the social and informal aspects of membership, whereby
members hold discussions or organize participation in local events, are scarcely mentioned. The
notes included in the appendix and at the end of each part discuss the origins, regional variations in
the traditions, and related miscellany.

1st degree masonic ritual pdf: Masonic Rituals for Instruction in the Degrees of
Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Mason , 19??

1st degree masonic ritual pdf: Rituals of Freemasonry: Comprising the Degrees of
Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Mason, in the Lodge;., 1870

1st degree masonic ritual pdf: Ritual of the First Degree of the Masonic Order of
Memphis E. ]. Marconis, 2005-12-01 This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the
original. Due to its age, it may contain imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and
flawed pages. Because we believe this work is culturally important, we have made it available as
part of our commitment for protecting, preserving, and promoting the world's literature in
affordable, high quality, modern editions that are true to the original work.

1st degree masonic ritual pdf: Learning Masonic Ritual Rick Smith, 2013-06-12 Learn the
Ritual 'Secret Weapons'... In Learning Masonic Ritual - The Simple, Systematic and Successful Way
to Master the Work, author Rick Smith has combined the Secret Weapons of Great Ritualists into a
structured process that anyone can follow. Whether you're new to Freemasonry and looking for a
jump-start, or you've tried and failed to learn Ritual in the past, this Three-Stage System will show
you how to succeed. Most people are capable of learning and performing Ritual, but many simply
haven't found the best approach. This book lays out proven techniques and methods that you can
integrate into your everyday life. Eliminate the Common Mistakes... The most common mistakes are
explained and removed, you are taught how to plan properly, and introduced to Tips and Tricks used
by successful Ritualists to make it look easy. Learning Masonic Ritual equips you with a Complete
Coaching System, emphasising Competence, Confidence and Sincerity, to achieve your goals in
record time. You could spend years developing and learning these techniques by yourself, or you
could master the Secret Weapons in a weekend and vastly enhance your enjoyment and
understanding of Freemasonry by becoming an active participant in the Ritual of your Lodge. This
version is based on English Craft Ritual; however the techniques and methods are equally valid for
any Masonic Ritual system. Here are some of the Kindle Reviewers' comments; Just finished reading
this book and was enthralled by the explanation for time keeping and method of learning. I'm far
from the best for remembering long passages so this will help and I will put it to the test. I've just
passed to 2nd degree & will start on the 1st degree charge just so I know it. As you can imagine it's
a fairly long piece and when you're standing there it's a bit daunting. Thank you for writing this and
now I can use this method for future reference. - Mr G. 28 July 2013 I wish this was available when I
first joined the Craft! Essential guidance for both the new Freemason who is daunted by the work
that may lie ahead, but also the seasoned ritualist whose advancing years have made it more difficult
to recall and retain like he used to! Also a useful tool for Lodge Mentors to have in their armoury to
encourage the less experienced mason to progress - Jim Tull, 28th June 2013 This book was written
mostly for brothers working under the Grand Lodge of England, so the terms used for the various
parts of the work, as well as some of the officers' titles can be confusing to those of us in the
southern U.S., but Brother Smith still delivers a good lecture on both the joys and importance of the
ritual, as well as an effective means to help learn and polish your parts. My mentor took me by a
slightly different path, but I still recognized some of the things they made me do; this book offered
more light on why to do it that way, and some options to improve the process. An excellent essay,
and we'll worth the modest price. I'm sure these methods can be applied to all types of learning.
Give it a try! - Thomas E Ezell, July 2nd 2013 Click on Look Inside to read the first chapter FREE

1st degree masonic ritual pdf: Look to the East Lester Ralph P., 2019

1st degree masonic ritual pdf: Duncan's Ritual and Monitor of Freemasonry Malcolm C.
Duncan, 2011-01 This edition presents details of Masonic initiation rituals, along with grips,
passwords, and regalia. Written in the 19th century, Duncan's Ritual includes the three basic



degrees of the Ancient York Rite and four additional advanced degrees.
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operates more than 300 branches across Arkansas, Arizona, New Mexico and Texas and offers a
variety of products and services to meet the needs of our
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