
1 minute monologues from published
plays
1 minute monologues from published plays are invaluable tools for actors,
students, and educators alike. Whether preparing for an audition, honing
acting skills, or exploring the depth of a character, short monologues serve
as powerful excerpts that showcase a performer’s talent within a brief time
frame. These succinct pieces from well-known plays allow performers to
demonstrate emotional range, character understanding, and stage presence—all
within a minute or less. This article delves into the significance of 1-
minute monologues, offers a curated selection from published plays, and
provides tips on choosing and performing these impactful excerpts.

The Importance of 1 Minute Monologues from
Published Plays

Why Short Monologues Matter
Short monologues are essential for several reasons:

Efficient Audition Material: Auditions often have time constraints,
making a concise yet compelling monologue critical to making a strong
impression.

Character Exploration: A brief monologue can encapsulate key aspects of
a character’s personality, motivations, or conflict.

Skill Demonstration: They enable actors to showcase their ability to
inhabit a character convincingly in a limited timeframe.

Versatility and Practice: Short monologues are easier to memorize and
adapt, making them excellent practice tools for acting students.

Advantages of Using Published Play Monologues
Choosing monologues from published plays offers benefits such as:

Authenticity and Depth: Well-crafted dialogues and speeches from
reputable playwrights lend authenticity and emotional depth.

Recognition: Scenes from famous plays are often more recognizable, which
can resonate positively with casting directors or audiences.



Educational Value: Published plays are studied for their literary and
theatrical qualities, providing rich material for analysis and
performance.

Popular Plays Offering Memorable 1-Minute
Monologues

Below is a curated list of plays known for their compelling short monologues
suitable for various casting needs.

Classics and Modern Favorites

William Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” – Hamlet’s “To be or not to be” soliloquy1.
can be adapted into a brief, powerful reflection on existence.

Arthur Miller’s “Death of a Salesman” – Willy Loman’s speeches about2.
dreams and disillusionment are poignant and compelling.

Anton Chekhov’s “The Cherry Orchard” – Monologues exploring change,3.
loss, and hope are rich with subtext.

Harold Pinter’s “The Homecoming” – Characters’ sharp, tense exchanges4.
can be condensed into impactful monologues.

Neil Simon’s “The Odd Couple” – Humorous and heartfelt monologues about5.
friendship and life’s quirks.

Contemporary Plays with Notable Short Monologues

“The Flick” by Annie Baker: Small, intimate moments that reveal
characters’ inner worlds.

“Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike” by Christopher Durang: Witty and
emotionally charged snippets.

“August: Osage County” by Tracy Letts: Sharp, revealing monologues about
family secrets.

“The Shape of Things” by Neil LaBute: Provocative, thought-provoking
monologues on art and identity.



“Sweat” by Lynn Nottage: Monologues that capture working-class struggles
and human resilience.

How to Choose the Perfect 1-Minute Monologue

Selecting the right monologue is crucial for a successful performance. Here
are some tips:

Match Material to Your Strengths
- Choose a monologue that highlights your unique skills and emotional range.
- Consider your age, gender, and personality to find a character that
resonates with you.

Focus on the Message and Subtext
- Look for excerpts that convey a clear emotional core or thematic message.
- Pay attention to subtext—the underlying feelings and motivations—that make
the monologue authentic and engaging.

Consider the Context
- Ensure the monologue fits the audition or performance setting.
- Familiarize yourself with the original play to understand the character’s
background and intentions.

Practice and Personalize
- Memorize the excerpt thoroughly to allow natural delivery.
- Feel free to adapt the monologue slightly to fit your interpretation, but
stay true to the original tone.

Tips for Performing a 1-Minute Monologue
Effectively

Performing a short monologue convincingly requires focus and technique. Here
are some guidelines:

Understand the Character: Dive into the character’s background,
motivations, and emotional state.



Connect Emotionally: Engage genuinely with the material to deliver a
heartfelt performance.

Use Physicality: Incorporate body language and gestures to enhance your
delivery.

Maintain Eye Contact: Use your gaze to create connection and emphasize
key moments.

Control Your Voice: Vary pitch, pace, and volume to keep the audience
engaged.

Keep It Concise and Impactful: Focus on delivering the core message with
clarity and passion.

Resources for Finding Monologues from Published
Plays

Several resources can help actors access high-quality monologues from
published works:

Published Play Anthologies: Collections like “The Best Women’s
Monologues” or “The Best Men’s Monologues” often feature selections from
classic and contemporary plays.

Online Script Libraries: Websites such as Playscripts.com, Samuel
French, and Dramatists Play Service provide access to licensed scripts
and monologue excerpts.

Play Texts and Anthologies: Reading full plays can inspire monologue
choices and offer deeper understanding for performances.

Educational Resources: Many acting schools and online courses provide
curated monologue lists from published works.

Conclusion

1 minute monologues from published plays are versatile, impactful, and
accessible tools for actors seeking to demonstrate their craft in a brief
span. Whether for auditions, class exercises, or personal development,
selecting the right excerpt from a reputable source can make all the
difference. By understanding the importance of context, emotional truth, and
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performance technique, actors can bring these short pieces to life with
authenticity and confidence. Embrace the wealth of material available—classic
or contemporary—and craft monologues that leave a lasting impression in just
sixty seconds.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the benefits of using 1-minute monologues
from published plays for auditions?
1-minute monologues from published plays allow actors to showcase their
range, understanding of character, and acting skills within a concise
timeframe, making them ideal for auditions and casting calls.

How can I choose the right 1-minute monologue from a
published play?
Select a monologue that aligns with your age, type, and acting style, and one
that resonates personally. It's also helpful to choose pieces that highlight
your strengths and fit the tone of the production you're auditioning for.

Are there any popular published plays known for
great 1-minute monologues?
Yes, plays like 'The Glass Menagerie' by Tennessee Williams, 'A Raisin in the
Sun' by Lorraine Hansberry, and 'The Flick' by Annie Baker are known for
powerful monologues suitable for short auditions.

Where can I find collections of 1-minute monologues
from published plays?
You can find collections in acting anthologies, published play anthologies,
online acting resource websites, and books dedicated to monologues, such as
'The Ultimate Audition Book' or '50 Monologues for 50 Weeks'.

How should I prepare to perform a 1-minute monologue
from a published play?
Read the entire play to understand context, memorize your lines thoroughly,
interpret the character's emotions, and rehearse with intention to deliver a
compelling, authentic performance within the time limit.

Can using monologues from published plays help



actors get cast in specific roles?
Yes, selecting monologues that closely match the character type or tone of
the role can demonstrate your suitability and increase your chances of
getting cast in that particular role.

Are there any copyright considerations when using
monologues from published plays?
Yes, monologues from published plays are copyrighted, so it's important to
use them for personal practice or with permission during auditions. For
public performances or recordings, proper licensing or permissions are
required.

Additional Resources
1 Minute Monologues from Published Plays: An Expert Review and Comprehensive
Guide

When it comes to theatrical performance and acting preparation, monologues
are an essential tool that both aspiring and seasoned actors rely upon. Among
the myriad options available, 1 minute monologues from published plays stand
out as particularly versatile, impactful, and practical. These short bursts
of dramatic or comedic expression serve a variety of purposes—from audition
pieces to classroom exercises—and their curated selection from well-known
playwrights offers a rich tapestry of emotional depth and character insight.

In this article, we will explore the significance of 1-minute monologues,
analyze their benefits, review popular published options, and offer expert
tips on selecting and utilizing these monologues effectively.

---

Understanding 1 Minute Monologues in the
Context of Theater

The Role of Monologues in Acting

Monologues are a cornerstone of theatrical storytelling. They allow actors to
showcase their craft, reveal character insights, and connect intimately with
the audience. A well-crafted monologue encapsulates a character’s emotion,
objective, and personality—often serving as the highlight of auditions or
acting classes.



Why 1-minute Monologues?
The 60-second format is particularly advantageous because it strikes a
balance between brevity and depth. It challenges actors to distill a complex
emotional state or narrative into a concise, impactful delivery. This brevity
is also practical for audition panels, who often see multiple performers in a
short span, making 1-minute pieces ideal for making a memorable impression.

---

Benefits of Choosing Monologues from Published
Plays

Authenticity and Literary Merit

Published plays are vetted works that have been through rigorous editing,
dramaturgical review, and artistic refinement. Selecting monologues from
these sources ensures the material is of high quality, with nuanced language
and well-developed characters.

Advantages include:
- Authentic Voice: The language and tone are consistent with the playwright’s
artistic vision.
- Rich Context: Even within a minute, the monologue often hints at larger
narratives, offering depth.
- Educational Value: Studying published works enhances understanding of
dramatic structure and character development.

Availability and Accessibility

Published plays are widely available through bookstores, libraries, and
online platforms. Many include monologue excerpts suitable for audition use,
often with suggestions for performance.

Additional benefits:
- Legal Clarity: Using monologues from published plays with proper rights or
in educational contexts mitigates legal risks.
- Variety: A broad spectrum of genres, styles, and eras ensures actors can
find pieces that suit their strengths.

---



Popular Sources of 1 Minute Monologues from
Published Plays

Choosing the right monologue depends on the actor’s age, gender, and the
emotional or stylistic qualities they wish to portray. Here are some highly
regarded published plays known for their compelling monologue sections.

Classic Plays with Memorable Monologues

- William Shakespeare
Examples: Hamlet’s “To be or not to be” (though longer, many excerpts fit
into a minute), Juliet’s speech in Romeo and Juliet.
Strengths: Timeless language, universal themes.

- Anton Chekhov
Examples: Monologues from The Seagull or Uncle Vanya, often introspective and
subtle.

Modern and Contemporary Works

- Arthur Miller’s The Crucible
Notable Monologue: John Proctor’s confession scene.
Features: Intensity, moral conflict.

- August Wilson’s Fences
Notable Monologue: Troy Maxson’s reflections on dreams and responsibility.
Features: Rich cultural context, powerful storytelling.

- Lillian Hellman’s The Children’s Hour
Features: Emotional vulnerability and societal critique.

Popular Published Plays with Recognized Monologue Sections

- David Mamet’s Glengarry Glen Ross
Features: Sharp, punchy monologues full of tension and realism.

- Suzan-Lori Parks’ Topdog/Underdog
Features: Witty, layered performances exploring identity.

- Sam Shepard’s True West
Features: Raw, visceral monologues often exploring family dynamics.

---

How to Find and Select Effective 1 Minute



Monologues

Choosing the right monologue is as much an art as it is a science. Here are
expert tips to guide your selection process:

1. Match the Material to Your Strengths

Identify your age, gender, and acting style. Select monologues that highlight
your natural qualities and allow you to embody the character authentically.

2. Consider the Emotional Range

Choose a piece that offers opportunities for emotional expression—whether
humor, vulnerability, anger, or tenderness. A well-rounded performance
demonstrates versatility.

3. Focus on the Climax or Key Moment

In a minute, select a segment that contains a defining moment or emotional
peak. This ensures your performance leaves a strong impression.

4. Analyze the Text Carefully

Understand the character’s objective, subtext, and context. Even a short
monologue benefits from thorough preparation.

5. Practice with Intention

Rehearse multiple takes, experimenting with tone, pacing, and physicality.
Record yourself to evaluate clarity and emotional impact.

---

Examples of 1 Minute Monologues from Published
Plays

Here are some curated excerpts suitable for a variety of actors:

- From The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams
Character: Laura Wingfield
Excerpt: A gentle, introspective monologue about her dreams and insecurities.

- From A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry
Character: Beneatha Younger
Excerpt: Expressing her ambitions and identity struggles.

- From The Shape of Things by Neil LaBute



Character: Evelyn
Excerpt: A provocative monologue about art and authenticity.

- From The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde
Character: Gwendolen Fairfax
Excerpt: Witty, humorous reflection on love and social expectations.

---

Maximizing the Impact of Your 1 Minute
Monologue

To truly stand out, consider the following tips:

- Connect with the Audience: Even in a short span, make your performance
personal and genuine.
- Use Physicality and Voice: Incorporate appropriate gestures and vocal
variations to enhance storytelling.
- Maintain Focus: Keep eye contact (or simulated focus) to draw the audience
into the moment.
- End with Purpose: Conclude with a clear emotional or narrative resolution
to leave a lasting impression.

---

Conclusion: The Power of a Well-Chosen 1 Minute
Monologue

In the world of theater and acting, brevity can be a powerful tool. 1 minute
monologues from published plays encapsulate a universe of emotion, character,
and storytelling in a compact form. They serve as an excellent resource for
auditions, class exercises, and personal development, offering authenticity,
literary richness, and stylistic diversity.

By selecting monologues thoughtfully—considering the source material,
character, and emotional core—actors can showcase their talent and make a
memorable impact in a limited time. With the wide array of published plays
available, the perfect monologue is just a page turn away, waiting to unlock
your next compelling performance.

---

In summary, embracing the depth and variety of published plays for 1-minute
monologues is an investment in craft and artistry. Whether you’re preparing
for an audition or seeking to deepen your understanding of dramatic



storytelling, these short, impactful pieces are invaluable tools that can
elevate your acting journey.

1 Minute Monologues From Published Plays

  1 minute monologues from published plays: The Dramatic Books and Plays (in English)
Published During 1912-1916, 1921 , 1922
  1 minute monologues from published plays: Writing 45-Minute One-Act Plays, Skits,
Monologues, & Animation Scripts for Drama Workshops Anne Hart, 2005-03 Here's a guide book on
how to write 45-minute one-act plays, skits, and monologues for all ages. Step-by-step strategies and
sample play, monologue, and animation script offer easy-to-understand solutions for drama
workshop leaders, high-school and university drama directors, teachers, students, parents, coaches,
playwrights, scriptwriters, novelists, storytellers, camp counselors, actors, lifelong learning
instructors, biographers, facilitators, personal historians, and senior center activity directors. Guide
young people in an intergenerational experience of interviewing and writing skits, plays, and
monologues based on the significant events and experiences from lives of people. Learn to write
skits, plays and monologues based on historical events and personalities. What you'll get out of this
book and the exercises of writing one-act plays for teenage actors and audiences of all-ages
audience, are improved skills in adapting all types of social issues, current events, or life experience
to 45-minute one-act plays, skits, or monologues for teenage or older adult drama workshops. How
do you write plays and skits from life stories, current events, social issues, or history? Are you
looking for the appropriate 45-minute, one-act play for high-school students or other teenagers, for
community center drama workshops, or even for home school projects or for events and
celebrations? Are you seeking one-act plays for older adults drama workshops? Use personal or
biographical experiences as examples when you write your skit or play. If you want a really original
play, write, revise, and adapt your own plays, skits, and monologues. Here's how to do it.
  1 minute monologues from published plays: The High School Theatre Teacher's Survival
Guide Raina S. Ames, 2013-10-08 A reference for high school theatre teachers covering both
curricular and extracurricular problems – everything from how to craft a syllabus for a theatre class
to what to say to parents about a student's participation in a school play.
  1 minute monologues from published plays: Play In A Day - One Act Plays Darren
Brealey, 2014-05-17 No matter what you call it, the entire artistic process from concept to curtain
up happens in a 24-hour period in front of a paying audience; the scripts have yet to be written. The
concepts have yet to be conceived. 30 Actors, 6 Writers and 6 Directors meet for the first time
thriving on nervous excitement. The proceedings take place in the foyer of the theatre, where, in 24
hours, these gathered artisans will perform their hearts out, on stage. To keep this event true to its
name, minimal information is disseminated to the gathering. The Actors need to bring with them; 1
piece of costume and 1 prop; no rules or instruction of what to bring, keeping it random. The Writers
bring their laptops and for good measure, a dictionary. The Directors are armed with their true grit
and open mind. On the stroke of nineteen-hundred hours, 42 artisans are hushed in front of the
Producers. The rules are simple; write a script, approximately 10-minutes in length and give each
Actor equal stage weighting.
  1 minute monologues from published plays: An Actor's Guide—Making It in New York
City, Third Edition Glenn Alterman, 2020-02-04 A Step-by-Step Guide for the Actor Pursuing a
Career in New York A great deal has changed in the industry in the last decade. In this new, third
edition of An Actor’s Guide—Making It in New York City, Glenn Alterman provides everything actors
need to know. You’ll discover the ten things that it takes to make it as a successful actor in the city,
how to support yourself, where and how to start your life as a New York actor, understanding and
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marketing “your brand,” the best acting schools and conservatories, effective ways to contact agents
and casting directors, and more. The author, a successful working actor, also shares many insider
tips on topics such as: how to network effectively headshots, photographers, and how to have a
successful photo session creating your actor websites the best Internet resources and casting sites
how to give winning auditions and interviews finding and developing great monologues off and
off-off Broadway opportunities TV and film opportunities voice-overs commercial print modeling
commercials survival jobs appropriate behavior in the business scams and rip-offs to avoid
information for actors with disabilities information on diversity and LGBTQ concerns a listing of
agents, casting directors and theaters Among the book’s many interviews are legendary show
business figures, such as actors Henry Winkler, Alison Fraser, Dylan Baker, Lisa Emery, and Charles
Busch, as well as casting directors Juliet Taylor, Ellen Lewis, Jay Binder, Donna DeSeta, and Liz
Lewis, among many others. With Alterman’s essential guide, you’ll be prepared to launch and
maintain your dream career in the city that never sleeps.
  1 minute monologues from published plays: Writing the 10-Minute Play Glenn Alterman,
2013-03-01 (Limelight). This book is written for the beginning or seasoned playwright, as well as for
actors (or anyone) wishing to attempt their first ten-minute play. Every aspect of writing a
ten-minute play is covered, from perking with an idea, to starting the play, to developing it, to
effective rewriting, to completing it, even to how to get the most out of readings of your play once
you've finished it. Writing the 10-Minute Play also reveals the best ways to market your play and
includes an extensive listing of ten-minute play contests. The guide contains many in-depth
interviews with international playwrights who have had substantial success with their ten-minute
plays, as well as publishers of ten-minute plays and producers of ten-minute play festivals. Included
as well are several award-winning ten-minute plays, followed by a discussion by the respective
playwrights on how they went about creating their play, from start to finish. The final chapter offers
tips and suggestions from artistic directors of ten-minute play festivals and from well-known
playwrights whose ten-minute plays have received awards and publishing deals.
  1 minute monologues from published plays: Actors Guide to Monologues , 1972
  1 minute monologues from published plays: One on One: The Best Monologues for
Mature Actors Stephen Fife, 2015-01-01 (Applause Acting Series). While contemporary culture may
be fixated on youthful sex appeal, the most complex and interesting characters in dramatic literature
have been (and still are) those over 40 years old. Whether it's Willy Loman in Death of a Salesman ,
Gorgeous Teitelbaum in Wendy Wasserstein's Sisters Rosenzweig , or Troy the former big leaguer in
August Wilson's Fences , these characters have a texture and a gravitas that can't be found in
younger roles. This volume selects from classical sources like Euripides' Medea and Shakespeare's
King Lear , as well as contemporary ones like Yasmina Reza's God of Carnage , Christopher Durang's
Vonya and Sonia and Masha and Spike , and David Lindsay-Abaire's Good People , to provide a
challenging and enriching experience for both the dedicated professional and the inquisitive
amateur.
  1 minute monologues from published plays: Actors Guide to Monologues Jane Grumbach,
Robert Emerson, 1974
  1 minute monologues from published plays: My First Monologue Book Kristen Dabrowski,
2017-08-29 Monologues just for kids! Everyday life was never so nutty! Inside My First Monologue
Book you'll find 100 imaginative what if pieces for would-be princesses, cowboys, robots, and
superheroes as well as real-life issues like unfair bedtimes, making new friends, and the horrible
taste of broccoli. At this stage in life there are lots of firsts, too, like going to a new school and losing
your teeth, so there are plenty of topics for children to connect with. Divided into sections by theme
and sprinkled with illustrations, the material in this book is easily incorporated into existing reading
curriculum. Often, young children are given work written for older students that is difficult for them
to understand and retain. While not dumbed-down, this material is comprehensible, relatable, and
fun. ABOUT THE SERIES My First Acting Series introduces children, ages 5 to 9, to the basic
elements of acting, directing, and producing a live theatrical performance and, in so doing, teaches



kids how to think critically, solve problems, and work cooperatively with their peers. This
groundbreaking new series is for truly beginning actors, designed to incorporate theater and its
benefits into children's lives at a young age by giving teachers and parents an accessible and
applicable series with which to supplement their children's reading or social studies curriculum in a
fun and interactive way. Each book builds on the one before it, so skills grow as students grow. A
better alternative to Reader's Theater, My First Acting Series is written by professional playwrights,
and sufficiently engages children, encourages them to cooperate, and develops their creative
expression. Within this series, the Latino/English Collection is designed to support K-3 classes that
include students whose first language, or language most frequently spoken at home, is Spanish. M.
Ramirez has written accessible material that weaves commonly used Latino words and idioms into
essentially English material. This Latino flavor breaks down language barriers and allows Latino kids
to focus on the work at hand --learning to act -- while progressing in sync with schoolmates who are
more comfortable with commonly available dramatic material.
  1 minute monologues from published plays: Guide to Monologues, Men Robert Emerson,
Jane Grumbach, 1988
  1 minute monologues from published plays: The Dramatic books and plays (in English)
published during , 1922
  1 minute monologues from published plays: The Meeting Place Darren Brealey, 2014-05-08
David takes us on a journey through a weekend of tragedy, which not even he could alter through
misfortunes of fate. As Craig and Sheryl apathetically deal with the death of their love, their three
children, David, Michelle and Rick relentlessly struggle with denial, contempt and rebellion. The
sibling rivalry abounds with our protagonist David, openly discussing his sexuality within the realms
of his family home. David struggles to hold his own place in the world. His circle of friends comforts
him; however his longing for acceptance from his family remains poignant. The wicked web we
weave within the family unit; acceptance is as important as is non-acceptance within David's family,
yet brotherly love can only show its boundaries once tested and it fails. The relationship between
denial and rebellion build a night of thick tension, exposing itself in the face of sodomy and
complacency. Not even David's bloodline can stop the outcome it first set up to accomplish.
  1 minute monologues from published plays: One Hundred and One Original One-minute
Monologues Glenn Alterman, 2006 Glenn Alterman, author of Two Minutes and Under, Volumes I, II
and III has written this, his seventh book of original monologues. These one-minute gems are
specifically written for those one-minute auditions that pop up more and more often. There are
exciting and engaging monologues here for all types, ages, genders, and personalities. The Library
Journal¿s review of Alterman¿s Two Minutes and Under series states, ¿Actors looking for
challenging, contemporary audition material should find a gold mine here.¿ Anna Marie Kostura,
NBC Director of Daytime Programming, calls Alterman¿s monologues ¿Topnotch, offering the
serious actor an emotional field day.¿GLENN ALTERMAN is one of the country¿s foremost
monologue and audition coaches, having helped thousands of actors in their search for (and
preparation of) monologues, as well as creating their own material for solo shows. In 1994 he
created The Glenn Alterman Studio (www.glennalterman.com), and through its auspices he has
worked privately as a monologue and audition coach and at colleges, universities, and acting schools
all around the country. Alterman presently lives in New York City where he is working on a new
commissioned play, completing a screenplay, coaching actors, giving seminars, and occasionally
working in film and TV.
  1 minute monologues from published plays: Plays of the 19th and 20th Centuries , 1914
  1 minute monologues from published plays: The Playwright's Companion, 1996 Mollie A.
Meserve, 1995-12
  1 minute monologues from published plays: No White Mongoose For Wilma Darren
Brealey, 2017-05-20 Wilma Cruikshank - an alumnus of University of Oxford and a contemporary of
Charles Darwin - is remembered for being the first woman to pen a complete description of a
fossilised dinosaur, the Megalosaurus. In her spare time, however, she was also a woman who



insisted on dining on everything, including roast hedgehog, potted ostrich, panthers, porpoises,
puppies; garden moles, though, are a bridge too far. However, perhaps Cruikshank's greatest
gustatory achievement is her reportedly having eaten the shrunken heart of King Louis XII - a
distinction that arguably overshadows her account of a Megalosaurus. Wilma continues to lament
over the loss of her husband and seeks to bring the perpetuator to justice.
  1 minute monologues from published plays: Catalogue of Copyright Entries Library of
Congress. Copyright Office, 1920
  1 minute monologues from published plays: American Book Publishing Record , 2003
  1 minute monologues from published plays: The Playwright's Companion, 1994 Mollie A.
Meserve, 1993-12
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