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Understanding Every Praise Chords

Every Praise Chords are foundational elements in gospel and contemporary
Christian music, serving as the musical backbone for many worship songs.
Whether you're a beginner learning to play guitar or piano, or an experienced
musician aiming to deepen your worship experience, mastering these chords can
significantly enhance your ability to lead or participate in praise and
worship sessions. In this article, we will explore what Every Praise Chords
are, how to play them, their common progressions, and tips to improve your
playing.

What Are Every Praise Chords?

Every Praise Chords refer to the specific set of chords used in the popular
gospel song "Every Praise" by Hezekiah Walker. The song is celebrated
worldwide for its uplifting lyrics and simple, powerful chord progressions
that facilitate congregational singing. The chords are designed to be
accessible for players at various levels, making it an ideal song for church
groups, choir rehearsals, and individual practice.

While these chords are most famously associated with the song "Every Praise,"
the progression and structure have become a template for many gospel songs,
often adapted with slight variations. Understanding these chords enables
musicians to easily learn and perform a wide array of praise songs that share
similar harmonic structures.

The Basic Chords Used in Every Praise

The song primarily uses a handful of chords that cycle throughout the verses
and chorus. The most common chords include:

- G Major
- C Major
- D Major
- Em (E minor)
- A minor

These chords are approachable for beginners and provide a rich harmonic
foundation that supports the song's uplifting message.

The Chord Diagram Breakdown

Here are the basic fingerings for the chords used:

G Major
- Notes Played: G, B, D
- Fingering:
- Place your second finger on the 3rd fret of the sixth string.
- Place your first finger on the 2nd fret of the fifth string.
- Place your third finger on the 3rd fret of the second string.
- Place your fourth finger on the 3rd fret of the first string.

C Major
- Notes Played: C, E, G
- Fingering:
- Place your index finger on the 1st fret of the second string.



- Place your middle finger on the 2nd fret of the fourth string.
- Place your ring finger on the 3rd fret of the fifth string.

D Major
- Notes Played: D, F, A
- Fingering:
- Place your index finger on the 2nd fret of the third string.
- Place your middle finger on the 2nd fret of the first string.
- Place your ring finger on the 3rd fret of the second string.

E Minor (Em)
- Notes Played: E, G, B
- Fingering:
- Place your middle finger on the 2nd fret of the fifth string.
- Place your ring finger on the 2nd fret of the fourth string.

A Minor (Am)
- Notes Played: A, C, E
- Fingering:
- Place your index finger on the 1st fret of the second string.
- Place your middle finger on the 2nd fret of the fourth string.
- Place your ring finger on the 2nd fret of the third string.

Common Progressions in Every Praise

The song "Every Praise" follows a simple yet powerful chord progression that
can be adapted for other praise songs. The common progression is as follows:

Verse Progression
- G | C | D | G
- G | C | D | G

Chorus Progression
- G | C | D | G
- G | C | D | G

Bridge Progression (optional)
- Em | D | G | C
- Em | D | G

This progression emphasizes a cyclical pattern that builds emotional
intensity and facilitates congregation participation.

How to Play Every Praise Chords Effectively

Strumming Patterns
A common strumming pattern for "Every Praise" is:
- Down, Down, Up, Up, Down, Up

This pattern maintains a lively momentum and encourages rhythmic engagement.

Tips for Beginners
- Practice each chord individually until you can switch smoothly.
- Use a metronome to keep consistent timing.
- Start slow, then gradually increase your speed as you become more
comfortable.

Advanced Techniques
- Incorporate chord embellishments such as hammer-ons or pull-offs for a



richer sound.
- Experiment with capo placement to change the key to suit your vocal range.

Transposing Every Praise Chords

Sometimes, the key of the original song may not suit your vocal range.
Transposing involves shifting all chords by the same number of semitones.

Step-by-Step Transposition
1. Decide the new key you want to play in.
2. Shift each chord accordingly:
- For example, transposing from G to A involves moving all chords up two
semitones.
3. Use a capo to make transposition easier without changing your chord
shapes.

Common Transpositions
- G to A
- C to D
- D to E
- E minor to F minor

Practice Tips for Mastering Every Praise Chords

- Consistent Practice: Dedicate regular time to practice chord transitions.
- Play Along with the Song: Use recordings to develop a sense of timing and
rhythm.
- Learn the Lyrics: Knowing the song's words helps you stay connected and
improve your musical expression.
- Join a Group: Playing with others can improve your timing and provide
valuable feedback.

Variations and Adaptations of Every Praise Chords

Musicians often adapt the basic chords to add flavor or suit different
musical styles.

Popular Variations
- Using seventh chords (e.g., G7, C7) for a jazzier sound.
- Adding suspended chords (e.g., Csus4) for tension and release.
- Incorporating minor chords for emotional depth.

Creating Your Own Progressions
Feel free to experiment by:
- Changing the order of chords.
- Modulating to different keys.
- Combining chords from different progressions to craft unique arrangements.

Resources for Learning Every Praise Chords

- Online chord charts: Websites like Ultimate Guitar and Chordify provide
user-generated chord sheets.
- Video tutorials: YouTube channels dedicated to gospel and praise music.
- Apps: Guitar and piano apps that help with chord recognition and practice.
- Music books: Gospel songbooks often include chord sheets and arrangements.

Conclusion

Mastering Every Praise Chords opens the door to engaging in powerful worship



sessions and participating in the rich tradition of gospel music. By
understanding the basic chords, practicing common progressions, and
experimenting with variations, musicians can enhance their skill set and
bring more spirit into their playing. Remember to be patient, practice
consistently, and enjoy the spiritual journey that comes with playing praise
music. Whether you're leading a congregation or simply worshiping on your
own, these chords serve as a vital tool to uplift and inspire through music.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the key to playing 'Every Praise' chords
smoothly?

Practicing the chord transitions slowly and gradually increasing speed helps
in playing 'Every Praise' smoothly. Focus on maintaining rhythm and using
proper finger placement to ensure seamless transitions.

Which chords are commonly used in the 'Every Praise'
song?

The song typically uses chords like C, G, Am, F, and D minor. These chords
form the core progression that supports the uplifting melody.

Can beginners easily learn 'Every Praise' chords?

Yes, beginners can learn 'Every Praise' chords with patience and practice.
Starting with the basic chords and slow practice can make the learning
process manageable.

Are there simplified chord versions for 'Every
Praise' for acoustic guitar beginners?

Yes, simplified versions often replace some chords with easier ones or omit
complex transitions, making it accessible for beginners on acoustic guitar.

What is the strumming pattern recommended for 'Every
Praise'?

A common strumming pattern is down-down-up-up-down-up, which complements the
song's upbeat and praise-filled vibe. However, you can adapt it to fit your
style.

Where can I find free chord charts for 'Every
Praise'?

You can find free chord charts on various music websites like Ultimate
Guitar, Chordify, or worship music resources online, which provide accurate
and easy-to-follow diagrams.



Additional Resources
Every Praise Chords: An In-Depth Exploration of the Worship Song's Musical
and Cultural Significance

In the realm of contemporary gospel music, few songs have achieved the
enduring impact and widespread acclaim as "Every Praise." Originally penned
and performed by Hezekiah Walker and The Love Fellowship Crusade Choir,
"Every Praise" has transcended its initial release to become a staple in
churches worldwide, a hymn of affirmation, and a musical phenomenon that
bridges generations and diverse denominations. This article delves into the
musical structure of "Every Praise," its lyrical themes, cultural influence,
and the reasons behind its lasting popularity.

Origins and Historical Context of "Every
Praise"

Background and Creation

"Every Praise" was first released in 2004 as part of Hezekiah Walker's album
"The Essential Hezekiah Walker." The song quickly gained traction in gospel
circles due to its infectious melody, straightforward message, and energetic
delivery. It was crafted as a congregational praise song, designed to evoke
participation and collective worship.

Hezekiah Walker, a renowned gospel artist and pastor, drew inspiration from
the biblical call to praise God in all circumstances. The song's lyrics
emphasize unwavering praise regardless of life's challenges, echoing
scriptures like Psalm 34:1 ("I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise
shall continually be in my mouth.").

Rapid Adoption and Cultural Impact

Within a few years of its release, "Every Praise" had become a fixture in
church services across the United States and beyond. Its repetitive, easy-to-
learn chorus made it accessible for congregational singing, while its
uplifting message resonated across denominational lines.

The song's popularity was further amplified by live performances at gospel
awards shows, church conventions, and social media sharing, which helped it
reach audiences unfamiliar with traditional gospel styles. Its influence
extended into contemporary Christian music and even mainstream media, where
covers and remixes appeared.

Musical Structure and Composition



Key Elements and Chord Progressions

"Every Praise" is characterized by a simple yet powerful harmonic structure
that facilitates singalong participation. The song primarily revolves around
a repetitive chord progression that creates a hypnotic, uplifting atmosphere.

Common Chord Progression:

- The song is often played in the key of C Major.
- Typical progression: C – F – Am – G (I – IV – vi – V).

This progression is familiar in gospel and contemporary worship music,
providing a stable harmonic foundation that emphasizes the lyrical message
rather than complex musical embellishments.

Chord Breakdown:

- C Major (C-E-G): Establishes the tonic, giving a sense of home and
stability.
- F Major (F-A-C): Adds brightness and upliftment.
- A minor (A-C-E): Introduces a minor tonal shift, adding emotional depth.
- G Major (G-B-D): Creates a sense of anticipation or resolution.

The song's arrangement often involves syncopated rhythms, hand claps, and
rhythmic guitar strumming to enhance its energetic feel.

Melodic and Rhythmic Features

The melody of "Every Praise" is designed to be accessible, with a repetitive
and catchy tune that encourages participation. The vocal lines are often
delivered in a call-and-response pattern, which fosters a sense of community.

Rhythmically, the song employs a driving beat that is both danceable and
conducive to lively worship sessions. Percussion instruments like congas,
tambourines, and drums are frequently used to accentuate the rhythm and
sustain energy.

Variations and Cover Versions

Numerous artists and church groups have adapted "Every Praise" to suit
different musical styles:

- Acoustic Versions: Stripped-down arrangements emphasizing vocals and
minimal instrumentation.
- Urban Gospel Renditions: Incorporating hip-hop and R&B elements.
- Choral Arrangements: Large choir harmonies adding richness.

Despite these variations, the core chord structure and lyrical message remain
consistent, underscoring the song’s universal appeal.



Lyric Analysis and Thematic Significance

Core Message of Praise and Worship

The lyrics of "Every Praise" are straightforward yet profound, emphasizing
continuous praise regardless of external circumstances. The chorus famously
repeats:

_"Every praise is to our God,
Every word of worship with one accord,
Every praise, every praise is to our God."_

This repetition reinforces a message of unwavering faith and gratitude,
serving as a reminder of divine sovereignty and the importance of praising
God in all situations.

Scriptural Foundations

The song draws heavily from biblical themes:

- Praise in All Circumstances: 1 Thessalonians 5:18 - "Give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus."
- God as the Only True Praise: Psalm 150 emphasizes praising God with
everything—clapping, cymbals, dancing, and singing.
- Unity in Worship: The phrase "with one accord" highlights communal worship
and shared faith.

Influence on Worship Practices

"Every Praise" has influenced modern worship by encouraging spontaneous
participation and collective affirmation. Its simplicity allows churches to
incorporate it into various parts of a service—from opening praise to closing
benedictions.

The song's emphasis on praise as an active, continuous act helps foster a
culture of gratitude and trust among congregants.

Impact on Gospel Music and Broader Culture

In the Gospel Music Industry

"Every Praise" has become a gospel standard, covered by numerous artists and
included in various worship compilations. Its success has opened doors for
other praise-centric songs, emphasizing the power of congregational singing.

The song has also contributed to the rise of praise and worship music as a
distinct genre within gospel, blending traditional elements with contemporary



sounds.

Influence in Mainstream Media and Popular Culture

Beyond church walls, "Every Praise" has appeared in:

- Television: Featured in gospel music awards and religious programs.
- Social Media: Viral videos of church crowds singing and dancing to the
song.
- Music Festivals: Used to energize large audiences and foster communal
spirit.

Its message of universal praise and joy has made it a cultural touchstone
beyond the gospel community.

Educational and Charitable Uses

Organizations have used "Every Praise" in outreach programs, youth camps, and
charity events, leveraging its uplifting message to inspire hope and
resilience in diverse populations.

Critical Reception and Artistic Evaluation

Strengths of "Every Praise"

- Accessibility: Easy to learn and perform, making it ideal for
congregational singing.
- Uplifting Message: Promotes positivity, faith, and unity.
- Energetic Arrangement: Inspires enthusiasm and participation.
- Versatility: Adaptable across musical styles and settings.

Criticisms and Limitations

While widely celebrated, some critics argue that:

- The repetitive nature may limit musical complexity.
- The simplicity might lead to overuse, diminishing its impact in some
contexts.
- Certain purists prefer more traditional gospel hymns over contemporary
praise songs.

Despite these criticisms, the song’s effectiveness in fostering worship
remains largely uncontested.



Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of "Every
Praise"

"Every Praise" epitomizes the power of simple, heartfelt worship expressed
through accessible musicality. Its ability to unite diverse congregations in
joyful praise has cemented its place in the pantheon of gospel music. The
song’s structure, lyrical message, and cultural resonance demonstrate how a
straightforward musical piece can become a catalyst for spiritual expression
and community building.

As gospel music continues to evolve, "Every Praise" stands as a testament to
the enduring appeal of praise-centered songs—reminding believers that
regardless of circumstances, giving praise to God remains a fundamental act
of faith. Its legacy will likely persist for generations, inspiring new
versions, adaptations, and moments of worship rooted in its timeless message.

Whether performed in a small church or at a massive gospel festival, "Every
Praise" continues to uplift, unify, and inspire believers worldwide—a true
testament to the transformative power of praise.
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her reputation as a girl who doesn’t care what others think of her, but the truth is she does
care—deeply—and she’s tripping over her own lies, especially to her best friend, as she tries to
pretend nothing’s wrong. With their time at the shelter running out, Layla hatches a plan to get help
from her rich aunt and uncle, despite the long-standing feud between their families. When the plan
backfires and her mom ends up in the hospital after an overdose, the silver lining is that she’s sent
to fancy rehab—paid for by Uncle Scott and Aunt Tanya. Layla gets to move into her aunt and
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uncle’s mansion while her mom is gone and begins building a tentative friendship with her snobby
cousin—even as her relationship with her best friend deteriorates. Armed with new wealth, new
relationships, and even a new mother figure, Layla thinks all her dreams have come true ... But
secrets have a way of coming out, and one secret above all threatens to turn her world upside
down—and destroy her entire family.
  every praise chords: The Church Hymn Book Anonymous, 2023-05-18 Reprint of the original,
first published in 1874. The publishing house Anatiposi publishes historical books as reprints. Due to
their age, these books may have missing pages or inferior quality. Our aim is to preserve these books
and make them available to the public so that they do not get lost.
  every praise chords: Psalms 73-150 Herman J. Selderhuis, 2018-11-13 Christians have often
turned to the Book of Psalms as a significant resource for Christian belief and practice, and as the
church's prayer book and hymnal. The Protestant reformers also turned to the Psalms during their
time of significant spiritual renewal, theological debate, and ecclesial reform. In this RCS volume,
Herman Selderhuis guides readers through Reformation-era commentary on the second half of the
Psalter.
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  every praise chords: The Art of Worship Greg Scheer, 2006-12-01 Contemporary worship
continues to gain strength as the form of worship of choice for many churches across the country.
The Art of Worship is a complete resource to which a musician or pastor can turn when asked to
lead contemporary music. It provides in-depth instruction to every aspect of contemporary worship
leadership--from assembling the team to choosing the music to conducting rehearsals. Author Greg
Scheer takes a balanced, holistic approach, embracing the contemporary style without denying older
traditions and encouraging excellence without ignoring the realities of the local church context.
Worship team leaders, musicians, and pastors looking for a quality, comprehensive resource need
look no further.
  every praise chords: Sheridan Walter Sichel, 1909
  every praise chords: The Illustrated London News , 1926
  every praise chords: Leading Worship Shamblin Stone, 2022-03-21 This is the fourth book in
the series of books about Christian worship by this author. Whereas the previous three books have
been 98% based on scripture, this book contains a mixture of biblical principles and practical skills
for leading worship. This book will benefit every person involved in their church’s worship ministry.
It is also advised that every senior or lead pastor read this book so they will be able from a position
of knowledge to encourage their volunteer worship leaders. The biblical-based portion of this book
describes how to know whether God has called you into worship ministry, the history of biblical
worship, and how your church’s worship should look if you want to follow the biblical model of
worship. The practical portions of this book introduce the various musical skills necessary for
everyone involved in worship ministry.
  every praise chords: New York Mirror , 1828
  every praise chords: The Mirror of Literature, Amusement, and Instruction , 1843 Containing
original essays; historical narratives, biographical memoirs, sketches of society, topographical
descriptions, novels and tales, anecdotes, select extracts from new and expensive works, the spirit of
the public journals, discoveries in the arts and sciences, useful domestic hints, etc. etc. etc.
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14 minutes How to Use Each, Every, Either, and Neither Like a Native Speaker “Each,” “every,”
“either,” and “neither” may look simple, but they confuse even
EVERY - Meaning & Translations | Collins English Dictionary Master the word "EVERY" in
English: definitions, translations, synonyms, pronunciations, examples, and grammar insights - all in
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Hezekiah Walker video for 'Every Praise,' filmed at Birmingham's 5 Points fountain,
continues to make waves on YouTube (al.com11y) Gospel artist Hezekiah Walker, left, and his
flash mob for the "Every Praise" video. BIRMINGHAM, Alabama -- The song "Every Praise" by
Hezekiah Walker has staying power. If you doubt that, just check
Hezekiah Walker video for 'Every Praise,' filmed at Birmingham's 5 Points fountain,
continues to make waves on YouTube (al.com11y) Gospel artist Hezekiah Walker, left, and his
flash mob for the "Every Praise" video. BIRMINGHAM, Alabama -- The song "Every Praise" by
Hezekiah Walker has staying power. If you doubt that, just check
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