they called her molly pitcher

They called her Molly Pitcher: The Legendary Heroine of the American
Revolution

The phrase they called her Molly Pitcher resonates with tales of courage,
resilience, and patriotism. This nickname belongs to a legendary figure in
American history, often associated with a woman who took up arms during a
critical moment in the Revolutionary War. Though her true identity remains a
subject of debate among historians, her story embodies the spirit of bravery
and sacrifice that helped shape the United States. In this article, we
explore the origins of the Molly Pitcher legend, the historical context, and
her enduring legacy.

The Origins of the Molly Pitcher Legend

Who Was Molly Pitcher?

The name Molly Pitcher generally refers to women who participated in or
supported the American Revolutionary War effort, especially during the Battle
of Monmouth in 1778. The most famous figure associated with this name is Mary
Ludwig Hays, though other women’s stories have contributed to the legend.

Key points about her include:
e Mary Ludwig Hays was born around 1754 in Pennsylvania.
e She was married to William Hays, a soldier in the Continental Army.

e Her story became emblematic of female patriotism and resilience.

Historical Context

The American Revolution (1775-1783) was a tumultuous period marked by intense
battles, strategic alliances, and a fight for independence from British rule.
Women played vital roles, often supporting soldiers and maintaining the home
front, but some engaged directly in combat or logistical support.

During the Battle of Monmouth, the Continental Army faced a crucial moment.
The chaos and chaos of warfare created opportunities for acts of heroism by
civilians, including women.



The Tale of Molly Pitcher at the Battle of
Monmouth

The Battle of Monmouth: A Turning Point

Held on June 28, 1778, in New Jersey, the Battle of Monmouth was one of the
largest battles of the American Revolution. It was a fierce confrontation
between the Continental Army, led by General George Washington, and the
British forces under General Sir Henry Clinton.

Significant aspects:
1. It marked one of the last major battles in the northern colonies.
2. The battle demonstrated the resilience of the American troops.

3. It was characterized by intense combat, including close-quarters
fighting and artillery exchanges.

The Heroine's Story

According to popular narratives, Molly Pitcher was a woman who:

e Carried water to soldiers and the battlefield, earning her nickname
"Pitcher."

e Stepped into the battle after her husband was wounded or killed, taking
over his cannon.

e Showed extraordinary bravery by firing a cannon in the heat of battle,
helping turn the tide against the British.

While much of her story is based on legend and oral tradition, her actions

symbolize the pivotal role women played in supporting the revolutionary
cause.



Her Name and Identity

Mary Ludwig Hays vs. Other Candidates

The most widely accepted identity of Molly Pitcher is Mary Ludwig Hays.
However, other women have been proposed as potential inspirations for the
legend, including:

1. Margaret Corbin — fought alongside her husband at Fort Washington and
was wounded in battle.

2. Betty Zane — known for fetching gunpowder during sieges in the Ohio
Valley.

3. Others whose stories were later connected or conflated with the Molly
Pitcher legend.

Despite uncertainties, Mary Ludwig Hays remains the primary figure associated
with the nickname, especially after her recognition at the time and
subsequent memorials.

Historical Evidence

Documentation from the period is sparse and often anecdotal, leading to
debates among historians. Nonetheless, some facts are well-established:

e Mary Ludwig Hays lived in Pennsylvania and married William Hays, a
soldier in the Continental Army.

e She was present at the Battle of Monmouth and was noted for her bravery.

e Later, she was honored in various commemorations for her role.

Her story has become a symbol of female patriotism, regardless of precise
historical details.

The Significance of the Molly Pitcher Legend



Symbol of Female Patriotism

Molly Pitcher’s story exemplifies how women contributed directly to the
military effort, breaking the traditional confines of gender roles. Her
courage demonstrated that patriotism and bravery are not exclusive to men.
Key themes include:

1. Women as active participants in the fight for independence

2. The importance of support roles—such as providing water and
supplies—during wartime

3. The recognition of women’s sacrifices in national history

Inspiring Future Generations

Her story continues to inspire Americans and women worldwide, emphasizing
themes of:

e Bravery in the face of danger
e Patriotism beyond traditional military roles

e The power of individual acts of heroism

Her legacy endures in monuments, patriotic songs, and educational materials
that highlight her contributions.

Legacy and Commemoration

Historical Memorials and Celebrations

Numerous monuments and events commemorate Molly Pitcher, including:
e Statues and plaques in Monmouth, New Jersey
e Reenactments of the Battle of Monmouth featuring her story

e Her inclusion in American history curricula emphasizing women’s roles in
the Revolution



Modern Interpretations

Today, Molly Pitcher is viewed as:
1. A symbol of women’s contributions to American independence
2. An icon of courage and resilience

3. Part of the broader narrative celebrating diverse roles in history

Her story has been adapted into books, plays, and films, ensuring her legend
remains alive.

Conclusion

They called her Molly Pitcher because her story exemplifies the extraordinary
courage of women during the American Revolution. Whether as Mary Ludwig Hays
or as a composite of many brave women, her legend embodies the spirit of
sacrifice, patriotism, and resilience that helped forge the United States.
Her enduring legacy reminds us that heroism takes many forms and that the
fight for independence was a collective effort-one that included the often-
overlooked contributions of women. As history continues to celebrate her
story, Molly Pitcher remains a symbol of the bravery that defined a nation’s
birth.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was 'Molly Pitcher' and what is her historical
significance?

'‘Molly Pitcher' is a nickname given to a woman believed to have fought in the
American Revolutionary War, famously associated with the Battle of Monmouth.

She symbolizes the bravery and contributions of women during wartime, often
representing those who brought water to soldiers or took part in combat.

Is 'Molly Pitcher' a real person or a fictional
character?

Molly Pitcher is a legendary figure whose true identity remains uncertain.
She is likely based on several women who helped soldiers during the
Revolutionary War, with the most famous story associated with Mary Ludwig



Hays, who reportedly carried water and fought in battle.

What are some common myths or misconceptions about
Molly Pitcher?

A common misconception is that Molly Pitcher was a single individual who
fought in the battle; in reality, her story is a composite of multiple
women’s contributions. Additionally, some believe she was a soldier, but
historical evidence suggests she primarily provided water and support.

How has Molly Pitcher's story been represented in
American culture and history?

Molly Pitcher has been depicted in various artworks, statues, and literature
as a symbol of patriotism and female bravery. Her story is often used to
highlight the vital roles women played in the American Revolution, inspiring
discussions on gender and history.

Are there any commemorations or monuments dedicated
to Molly Pitcher?

Yes, there are several monuments and commemorations, including statues and
historical markers, especially in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, where she is
believed to have fought or supported in the Battle of Monmouth, celebrating
her legacy as a heroic figure.

Additional Resources
They Called Her Molly Pitcher: A Deep Dive into the Legendary Patriot

The story of Molly Pitcher has long been a captivating legend woven into the
fabric of American Revolutionary War history. Her name conjures images of
bravery, resilience, and patriotism, embodying the spirit of ordinary
citizens who rose to extraordinary heights during a pivotal moment in the
nation's birth. This comprehensive exploration delves into the origins of the
Molly Pitcher legend, the historical context, the various figures associated
with the moniker, and the cultural significance that persists today.

Origins of the Molly Pitcher Legend



The Mythology and Oral Traditions

The narrative of Molly Pitcher emerged during the late 18th century, rooted
largely in oral tradition and folklore rather than concrete historical
records. The story revolves around women who actively participated in the
Revolutionary War, particularly at the Battle of Monmouth in 1778, by
bringing water to soldiers and, in some versions, taking up arms themselves.

The term "Molly" was a common nickname for women or young women, akin to
"Miss" or "Ma'am" in the 18th century, while "Pitcher" refers to the act of
carrying water, often in pitchers or buckets, to soldiers during battle. Over
time, these figures became symbols of patriotism and sacrifice.

Historical Context

During the American Revolution, the role of women was largely supportive but
vital. Women managed farms, maintained homes, and provided essential
supplies, including water, to soldiers amidst the chaos of battle. Their
contributions, although often unrecorded, were critical to the war effort.

The legend of Molly Pitcher encapsulates this silent but significant
participation, transforming everyday acts of service into heroic symbols. The
story was popularized in the years following the war, as patriotism surged
and narratives emphasizing female bravery gained prominence.

The Battle of Monmouth and the Birth of the
Legend

The Significance of the Battle

The Battle of Monmouth, fought on June 28, 1778, in New Jersey, was one of
the largest battles of the Revolutionary War. It marked a pivotal moment,
demonstrating the resilience of the Continental Army against British forces.
The brutal summer heat, intense combat, and logistical chaos created a
setting ripe for legendary stories to emerge.

The Role of Women on the Battlefield

While women did not officially serve in combat roles, many actively supported
the troops:



- Water carriers: Women brought water from nearby streams or wells to
soldiers on the battlefield.

- Medic assistants: Some women tended to the wounded.

- Supporters and observers: Women often traveled with armies, providing moral
support.

It is within this environment that the figure of Molly Pitcher is believed to
have emerged, embodying the collective efforts of countless women.

The Legendary Incident

The most famous story associated with Molly Pitcher recounts her taking her
husband's place at a cannon after he was wounded or killed. According to the
legend:

- She braved enemy fire to carry water to soldiers.

- When her husband, a artilleryman, fell, she took over his cannon, firing it
against the British.

- Her bravery inspired soldiers and boosted morale.

Though details vary, this narrative captures the essence of her heroic image.

Historical Figures Associated with Molly
Pitcher

Several women have been linked to the Molly Pitcher legend, though historical
evidence is often sparse or anecdotal. Here are the most prominent figures
associated with the story:

Mary Ludwig Hays McCauley

- Biographical details:

- Born in 1754 in New Jersey.

- Married John McCauley, an artilleryman.

- Known for her water-carrying during the Battle of Monmouth.

- Contributions:

- According to some accounts, she took her husband's place at the cannon
after he was wounded.

- She was present at the battle, actively supporting the troops.

- Recognition:

- Recognized as the primary real-life inspiration for Molly Pitcher.
- Later became a symbol of female patriotism and heroism.



Mary Hayes or Mary Ludwig

- Some historians suggest that the original Molly Pitcher was Mary Ludwig,
who was documented to have been at Monmouth and known for her service.

- Her story was popularized in the 19th century, leading to her association
with the legend.

Other Possible Figures

- Multiple women across different battles and regions have been called "Molly
Pitcher," reflecting a collective symbol rather than a single individual.

- Some local histories mention women who carried water or assisted soldiers,
contributing to the legend's widespread appeal.

Cultural Significance and Legacy

The Symbol of Female Patriotism

- Molly Pitcher represents the vital, though often overlooked, contributions
of women during wartime.

- Her story challenges traditional gender roles, showcasing women as active
participants in nation-building.

- The legend has been used to inspire patriotism, resilience, and gender
equality.

In Literature, Art, and Media

- The figure of Molly Pitcher has appeared in numerous poems, paintings, and
plays.

- Notable examples include:

- Paintings depicting her firing a cannon.

- Poems celebrating her bravery.

- Modern retellings emphasizing her role in American history.

Commemorations and Memorials

- Several monuments and statues honor Molly Pitcher, especially in New Jersey
and Pennsylvania.



- The Molly Pitcher Festival in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, celebrates her story
annually.

- The United States Postal Service issued stamps featuring her image,
recognizing her as a symbol of patriotism.

Educational Impact

- Her story is taught in American history classes to highlight the diverse
roles played by women during the Revolution.

- Her legend encourages discussions about gender, heroism, and national
identity.

Debunking Myths and Clarifying Facts

Separating Legend from History

- While the legend of Molly Pitcher is inspiring, historians emphasize that
much of her story is anecdotal.

- There is no definitive proof that a woman named Molly Pitcher single-
handedly took over a cannon.

- The story likely amalgamates several women's acts of bravery into a single
heroic figure.

The Role of Oral Tradition

- Oral traditions often embellish stories, making it difficult to distinguish
fact from myth.

- Over time, these stories have been romanticized to serve patriotic
narratives.

Historical Evidence

- Limited primary sources mention women directly participating in combat.

- Most evidence points to women providing water, supplies, and support rather
than direct combat.

- Mary Ludwig Hays McCauley is the most historically substantiated figure
linked to the legend.



Modern Interpretations and Relevance

The Evolution of the Molly Pitcher Legend

- Today, Molly Pitcher symbolizes more than just individual heroism; she
embodies collective patriotism and the contributions of everyday citizens.
- The story has been adapted to highlight themes of gender equality,
resilience, and community service.

Contemporary Celebrations

- Festivals, parades, and educational programs honor her legacy.
- Women's history month often features her story as an example of female
bravery.

The Legacy in Modern America

- Molly Pitcher remains a powerful symbol for women's participation in
military and civic life.

- Her story encourages recognition of unsung heroes and promotes gender
inclusivity in narratives of national history.

Conclusion

The legend of They Called Her Molly Pitcher is a testament to the enduring
power of storytelling in shaping national identity. While rooted in folklore
and embellished over centuries, the core message remains potent: ordinary
individuals, regardless of gender, can rise to extraordinary acts of bravery
when their country needs them most. Whether based on a real person like Mary
Ludwig Hays McCauley or a collective symbol of female patriotism, Molly
Pitcher continues to inspire generations, reminding us that heroism often
manifests in everyday acts of sacrifice and support. Her story underscores
the importance of recognizing diverse contributions to history and
celebrating the enduring spirit of resilience that defines the American
story.



They Called Her Molly Pitcher

they called her molly pitcher: They Called Her Molly Pitcher A. Rockwell, 2006-08 For use
in schools and libraries only. The rousing true tale of Molly Pitcher, whose bravery and courage
during the Revolutionary War led to General Washington's decision to make her a sergeant. The
illustration's historical style contributes to the dramatic spirit of the story.

they called her molly pitcher: They Called Her Molly Pitcher Anne F. Rockwell, 2002 Molly
Pitcher was a courageous woman who faced battle in the Revolutionary War.

they called her molly pitcher: They Called Her Molly Pitcher Anne Rockwell, 2006-08-22 The
rousing true tale of an American Revolution heroine. When her husband joined General
Washington’s army, Molly Hays went with him. All through the winter at Valley Forge, Molly
watched and listened. Then in July, in the battle at Monmouth, she would show how much she had
learned. Molly could tell the day would be a scorcher, so she decided to bring water from a nearby
spring to the fighting men. More than 50 British soldiers would die of heatstroke that day, but the
American soldiers need only cry, “Molly-pitcher!” On one trip through the fighting field, she saw her
husband get shot. She satisfied herself that he wouldn’t die from his wound, then took over his
job-firing off the cannon! Molly epitomized the feisty, self-reliant spirit of the colonists who would
soon win their battle for independence-and her story has rightly become a beloved legend of
American history.

they called her molly pitcher: In Search of Molly Pitcher Linda Grant De Pauw, 2007
Eighth grader Peggy McAllister selects Molly Pitcher as her research topic; using relatives, friends,
and library resources to help her gather facts to make her social studies research project good
enough to win the Rattletrap Award.

they called her molly pitcher: The Real Pennsylvania Dutch American, "Molly Pitcher" Robert
C. Goodyear, 2011

they called her molly pitcher: Molly Pitcher: The Woman Who Fought the War Mark
Cunningham, 2014-01-01 This book focuses on Molly Pitcher who took part in the Battle of
Monmouth and attended to the Revolutionary soldiers and artillerymen by giving them water during
heavy fire from the British troops. She then took her husband[Js place at the cannon after he was
wounded and carried him off the battlefield. Her generosity, courage and strength was
insurmountable and inspired her fellow citizens. This book contains original artwork, historical
context of the story, recounts the folktale from diverse cultures and defines words unique to her
story.

they called her molly pitcher: Molly Pitcher Jason Glaser, 2019-05-01 Describes the legend
of Revolutionary War heroine Molly Pitcher. Written in graphic-novel format.

they called her molly pitcher: Molly Pitcher Rick Burke, 2003-01-01 Provides information
about Molly Pitcher, a young wife during the Revolutionary War who followed her husband William
into battle and took his place firing the cannon at British troops during the Battle of Monmouth after
he collapsed from heat exhaustion.

they called her molly pitcher: Teaching and Learning History in Elementary Schools
Jere E. Brophy, Bruce VanSledright, 1997-01-01 In clear, concise language, this book deals with
fundamental issues that must be addressed if teachers are to construct coherent and powerful
history curricula, including: What are the purposes and goals that different types of teachers
establish for their history teaching?, and What do children know and think about history, and what
are the teaching implications for our schools? This book represents a major advance in developing a
knowledge base about children[]s historical learning and thinking that applies to history teaching
some of the principles involved in teaching for understanding and conceptual change teaching,
methods that have been so successful in other school subjects.

they called her molly pitcher: Molly Pitcher Rachel A. Koestler-Grack, 2013 Mary Ludwig,
later dubbed Molly Pitcher, left the farm she was born on in New Jersey only to find herself loading


https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-004/they-called-her-molly-pitcher.pdf

cannons for George Washington's troops at the battle of Monmouth.

they called her molly pitcher: Molly Pitcher, 2004-01-01 Presents the life story of Molly
Pitcher, a heroine in the Battle of Monmouth Court House, during the American Revolution.

they called her molly pitcher: The SEL Solution Jonathan C. Erwin, 2020-12-22 Inspiring and
practical guide to create a safe and positive learning environment and help students master critical
social and emotional skills. The SEL Solution provides everything teachers need to create a safe and
positive learning environment. With dozens of fun and easy-to-do lessons and activities, educators
have a clear path to integrate SEL lessons into social studies and language arts curriculum as well
as throughout the school day. Additional sections for SEL directors and school leaders offer a
blueprint for building a school-wide community that: helps students and staff master critical social
and emotional skills, like self-awareness, the ability to focus, self-control, self-regulation, the ability
to empathize, active listening, and cooperation engages everyone—kids and adults—in effective,
compassionate behavior management strategies increases student success For use by teachers,
counselors, coaches, principals, and other educators, the strategies in The SEL Solution provide a
plan for engaging the whole school community in identifying, celebrating, and sustaining its positive
values.Digital content includescustomizable forms from the book and a PDF presentation for
professional development.

they called her molly pitcher: National Republic, 1926

they called her molly pitcher: Molly Pitcher Augusta Stevenson, 1986-10-31 Using simple
language that beginning readers can understand, this lively, inspiring, and believable biography
looks at the childhood of Revolutionary War hero Molly Pitcher.

they called her molly pitcher: Using Paired Text to Meet the Common Core William Bintz,
2014-12-11 Teaching students to make connections across related texts promotes engagement and
improves reading comprehension and content learning. This practical guide explains how to select
and teach a wide range of picture books as paired text--two books related by topic, theme, or
genre--in grades K-8. The author provides mini-lessons across the content areas, along with
hundreds of recommendations for paired text, each linked to specific Common Core standards for
reading literature and informational texts. In a large-size format for easy photocopying, the book
includes 22 reproducible graphic organizers and other useful tools. Purchasers also get access to a
Web page where they can download and print the reproducible materials.

they called her molly pitcher: Stories NeverEnding Jan Irving, 2004-02-28 Children will
delight in creating their very own art museum, participating in a storytelling festival, holding a
yummy dinner theatre, creating a keen jeans book bag, and much more. In addition, each chapter
contains a list of ideas that serve as springboards for activities that you can develop on your own.
With writing projects, wordplay, arts and crafts, dramatics, math problems, history lessons, and
more, this guide makes it easy to engage young learners while building literacy and reading skills,
along with a love of books and reading. Grades K-6

they called her molly pitcher: What to Read When Pam Allyn, 2009-04-02 Read Pam Allyn's
posts on the Penguin Blog The books to read aloud to children at the important moments in their
lives. In What to Read When, award-winning educator Pam Allyn celebrates the power of reading
aloud with children. In many ways, books provide the first opportunity for children to begin to
reflectively engage with and understand the world around them. Not only can parents entertain their
child and convey the beauty of language through books, they can also share their values and create
lasting connections. Here, Allyn offers parents and caregivers essential advice on choosing
appropriate titles for their children—taking into account a child’s age, attention ability, gender, and
interests— along with techniques for reading aloud effectively. But what sets this book apart is the
extraordinary, annotated list of more than three hundred titles suitable for the pivotal moments in a
child’s life. With category themes ranging from friendship and journeys to thankfulness, separations,
silliness, and spirituality, What to Read When is a one-of-a-kind guide to how parents can best
inspire children through reading together. In addition, Pam Allyn includes an indispensable
“Reader’s Ladder” section, with recommendations for children at every stage from birth to age ten.



With the author’s warm and engaging voice throughout, discussion questions to encourage in-depth
conversations, as well as advice on helping kids make the transition to independent reading, this
book will help shape thoughtful, creative, and curious children, imparting a love of reading that will
last a lifetime. These Penguin Young Reader's Books are referenced in What to Read When Sylvia
Jean: Drama Queen by Lisa Campbell Ernst (Penguin Young Reader’s Group: 2005) Two Is For
Twins, by Wendy Cheyette Lewison, illustrations by Hiroe Nakata (Penguin Young Readers: 2006)
Remember Grandma? by Laura Langston (Penguin Group (USA): May 2004) Soul Looks Back in
Wonder compiled by Tom Feelings (Puffin Books) Time of Wonder by Robert McCloskey (Penguin
Books USA, Incorporated: December 1957) When I was Young in the Mountainsby Cynthia Rylant
illustrated by Diane Goode (Penguin Young Readers Group: January 1993) Nana Upstairs and Nana
Downstairs by Tomie DePaola (Puffin Books, an imprint of Penguin Books, Inc.:1973) Good Night,
Good Knight by Shelly Moore Thomas, illustrations by Jennifer Plecas (Penguin Young Readers
Group: 2002)

they called her molly pitcher: Text Sets in Action Mary Ann Cappiello, Erika Thulin Dawes,
2023-10-10 Finding ways to organize your classroom instruction for knowledge building and literacy
learning can be challenging. How can you incorporate more nonfiction and informational text in your
content area curriculum while expanding and deepening representation with diverse texts? What
can motivate student learning while providing equity and access for different learning styles and
needs? Text sets are the answer!In Text Sets in Action: Pathways Through Content Area Literacy,
authors Erika Thulin Dawes and Mary Ann Cappiello demonstrate how text sets offer students the
opportunity to build critical thinking skills and informational literacy while generating interest and
engagement across the content areas. Put your students in the center of the meaning-making in your
classroom with multimodal multi-genre text sets in action. In Text Sets in Action, the authors: Model
how text sets build foundational skills and metacognitive strategies as students experience a
carefully scaffolded and sequenced exploration of ideas, academic, and content vocabulary Explain
how text sets encourage classroom discussion by having students ask questions about what they
read, debate different perspectives, and relate the texts to their own personal experiences and the
changes they would like to see in the world Show how children's literature and multimodal,
multi-genre texts can serve as mentor texts for student writing and inspire creativity and advocacy
Demonstrate how to curate text sets that can introduce diverse and underrepresented voices into
the classroom, fostering appreciation for different points of view and generate deeper critical
thinking Provide resources and suggestions for designing text sets a multimodal, multi-genre text set
can include children's literature of all genres, as well as digital texts, YouTube videos, news articles,
podcasts, and more Text Sets in Action will help you create a collection of text sets that can be
added to or edited over the years to align with your lesson plan goals. Teachers who have adopted
this approach saw greater student reading comprehension and critical thinking skills. By introducing
a multitude of text, teachers will ignite a spirit of inquiry and engagement for lifelong learning.

they called her molly pitcher: Founding Myths Ray Raphael, 2014-07-04 The
tenth-anniversary edition of the book that showed “why we must move past historical nonsense so
that a truer, more democratic national record can emerge” (School Library Journal) Originally
published to universal acclaim, award-winning historian Ray Raphael’s Founding Myths has since
established itself as a landmark of historical myth-busting. With Raphael’s trademark wit and flair,
Founding Myths exposed the errors and inventions in America’s most cherished tales, from Paul
Revere’s famous ride to Patrick Henry’s “Liberty or Death” speech. For the thousands who have
been captivated by Raphael’s eye-opening accounts, history has never been the same. In this revised
tenth-anniversary edition, Raphael revisits the original myths and further explores their evolution
over time, uncovering new stories and peeling back new layers of misinformation. This new edition
also examines the highly politicized debates over America’s past, as well as how our approach to
history in school reinforces rather than corrects historical mistakes. A book that “explores the truth
behind the stories of the making of our nation” (National Public Radio), this revised edition of
Founding Myths will be a welcome resource for anyone seeking to separate historical fact from



fiction.

they called her molly pitcher: Revolutionary Heroes Pat Williams, Jim Denney, 2023-05-30
Introduce Young Readers to Inspiring Figures from Early American History We live in scary and
unpredictable times, and times of crisis call for heroes. Despite our recent obsession with all things
superhero, real heroes are just regular people who rise to the challenge when the going gets
tough--like the people who won the American Revolutionary War. Some famous, some obscure, but
all models of courage under fire, these ordinary people followed their convictions, took tremendous
risks, and faced dire consequences should they fail. Yet they stuck to their principles, winning the
most unlikely of victories and not only shaping a new country but reshaping the world. Now Pat
Williams brings their stories to vivid life for children ages 9-12. These engaging stories of men,
women, and even kids who showed courage despite overwhelming odds during America's fight for
freedom will inspire young readers to face their fears, take calculated risks, and imagine a better
future for themselves and their country.
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