
vga to av cable wiring diagram
vga to av cable wiring diagram is a crucial resource for individuals looking to connect
older VGA devices, such as computers or projectors, to modern AV equipment like TVs or
audio systems. Understanding how to properly wire and assemble a VGA to AV cable
ensures a clear signal transfer, minimizes interference, and prevents damage to your
devices. Whether you’re a DIY enthusiast, a technician, or simply troubleshooting, having
a comprehensive wiring diagram can make the process straightforward and successful. In
this article, we will delve into the details of VGA to AV cable wiring, explore different
wiring configurations, and provide step-by-step guidance to help you create or understand
these essential cables.

Understanding VGA and AV Signals
Before diving into wiring diagrams, it’s important to understand the fundamentals of VGA
and AV signals.

What is VGA?
VGA (Video Graphics Array) is an analog video interface introduced by IBM in 1987. It
transmits video signals through a 15-pin D-sub connector, carrying separate red, green,
blue (RGB) color signals, horizontal and vertical sync signals, and ground connections.
VGA is primarily used for computer displays and projectors.

What is AV?
AV (Audio/Video) typically refers to composite video signals combined with stereo audio
signals. The most common AV connection for TVs and older devices uses RCA connectors,
with yellow for composite video, red for right audio, and white for left audio.

Why Convert VGA to AV?
Many older CRT TVs or AV equipment lack VGA inputs but have composite or RCA inputs.
Conversely, many computers and projectors output VGA signals. Converting VGA to AV
allows you to connect these devices seamlessly, enabling video display on devices that
only accept composite input.

VGA to AV Cable Wiring Overview
The core challenge in creating a VGA to AV cable lies in converting the VGA's RGB and
sync signals into a composite video signal compatible with RCA inputs. This process
generally requires an active converter or a simple wiring scheme if a passive approach
suffices for certain setups.



Passive vs. Active Conversion

Passive Wiring: Connecting VGA signals directly to composite inputs without signal
processing. Suitable only in specific scenarios where devices can accept mixed
signals or for short cable runs.

Active Conversion: Employing a dedicated converter circuit to properly encode
VGA signals into composite video. This is recommended for quality and reliability.

For the purpose of wiring diagrams, we focus on passive wiring aspects, but note that for
proper and high-quality conversion, an active VGA to AV converter is preferable.

Wiring Diagram of VGA to AV Cable
Creating a wiring diagram involves understanding the pinouts of VGA connectors and the
RCA connections for composite video. Here are the key points:

VGA Connector Pinout
The standard 15-pin VGA connector pinout is as follows:

| Pin Number | Signal Name | Description |
|--------------|--------------|------------------------------|
| 1 | Red Video | Red color component |
| 2 | Green Video | Green color component |
| 3 | Blue Video | Blue color component |
| 4 | Ground (Red) | Ground for red signal |
| 5 | Ground (Green)| Ground for green signal |
| 6 | Ground (Blue)| Ground for blue signal |
| 7 | Ground (Sync)| Ground for sync signals |
| 8 | Not used | |
| 9 | Key (no pin) | Not used |
| 10 | Sync (VSync) | Vertical sync signal |
| 11 | ID0 | Identification bit 0 |
| 12 | ID1 | Identification bit 1 |
| 13 | Horizontal Sync | Horizontal sync signal |
| 14 | ID3 | Identification bit 3 |
| 15 | Ground (ID) | Ground for ID signals |

Composite Video (AV RCA) Pinout
- Yellow RCA connector: carries composite video signal
- Red and White RCA connectors: carry stereo audio



Basic Wiring Scheme for VGA to AV (Composite
Video)
To wire VGA to composite video passively, you typically combine the RGB signals into a
single composite video signal. This is a simple method but may result in lower image
quality compared to active conversion.

Components Needed:
- VGA cable with accessible pins
- RCA connector for composite video
- Optional resistors or a simple summing network (recommended for better signal quality)

Wiring Steps:

1. Identify VGA Pins:
- Pin 1 (Red)
- Pin 2 (Green)
- Pin 3 (Blue)
- Pin 13 (Horizontal Sync)
- Pin 10 (Vertical Sync)

2. Create a Summing Circuit (Optional):
- To generate composite video, RGB signals and sync signals are combined.
- Use resistors (e.g., 75Ω) to connect the RGB signals and sync signals together before
feeding into the RCA connector.

3. Connect RGB and Sync:
- Connect Pin 1 (Red) to the composite video output via resistor.
- Connect Pin 2 (Green) to the composite video output via resistor.
- Connect Pin 3 (Blue) to the composite video output via resistor.
- Connect Pin 13 (Horizontal Sync) and Pin 10 (Vertical Sync) together and feed into the
composite video output through a resistor.

4. Ground Connection:
- Connect Pin 5 (Green ground), Pin 6 (Blue ground), and Pin 4 (Red ground) to the RCA
ground.

5. Output:
- From the summing node, connect to the center pin of the yellow RCA connector.
- Connect grounds to the outer shell of the RCA connector.

Note: This passive method may produce a basic composite video signal, suitable for short
distances and low-quality applications.

Diagram Illustration
While a visual diagram is the most helpful, here is a simplified textual representation:

```



VGA Pin 1 (Red) ----[Resistor]----+
\
VGA Pin 2 (Green) --[Resistor]-------+--> To RCA center (Video)
/
VGA Pin 3 (Blue) ----[Resistor]-----+

VGA Pin 13 (HSync) --[Resistor]----+
\
VGA Pin 10 (VSync) --[Resistor]-----+--> To RCA center (Video)

Grounds (Pin 4,5,6) -----> RCA outer shell (Ground)
```

Using Active VGA to AV Converter
For better quality and compatibility, using an active VGA to AV converter is advisable.
These devices contain circuitry that properly converts RGB and sync signals into a stable
composite video signal.

Key features:
- External power supply
- Signal processing circuitry
- Better image quality
- Often include audio output options

Connecting an Active Converter:
- Connect VGA output to the converter input
- Connect the converter output to your AV device via RCA cable
- Power the converter as needed

Additional Tips and Troubleshooting
- Always verify pinouts before wiring to avoid damage.
- Use shielded cables to minimize interference.
- Test connections with a multimeter.
- For high-quality conversions, prefer active converters over passive wiring.
- Ensure your devices support composite video input.

Conclusion
A VGA to AV cable wiring diagram is a vital tool for connecting legacy VGA devices to
modern AV equipment. Understanding the pinouts, signal types, and wiring configurations
allows you to create effective cables suited to your needs. While passive wiring can work
for simple applications, investing in an active converter provides superior image quality
and reliability. Whether you’re assembling a custom cable or troubleshooting an existing
setup, a clear understanding of the wiring diagram will ensure a successful connection
and an enjoyable viewing experience.



Remember: Always prioritize safety and double-check your connections before powering
your devices to prevent damage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a VGA to AV cable wiring diagram used for?
A VGA to AV cable wiring diagram illustrates how to connect a VGA output to an AV
(composite video and audio) input, enabling devices like computers to display on older TVs
or AV equipment.

How do I identify the pins on a VGA connector for
wiring a VGA to AV cable?
VGA connectors typically have 15 pins arranged in three rows. Each pin has a specific
function (e.g., red, green, blue video signals, ground, sync). Refer to a standard VGA
pinout diagram to correctly identify and connect each pin for wiring.

What components are required to create a VGA to AV
converter using a wiring diagram?
You need a VGA connector, RCA connectors for composite video and audio, a resistor or
amplifier for signal conversion, and possibly a sync separator circuit. The wiring diagram
guides how to connect these components properly.

Can I connect a VGA device directly to an AV input
without a converter?
No, VGA signals are analog RGB with separate sync signals, whereas AV inputs typically
accept composite video. A proper converter circuit or cable wiring diagram is necessary to
adapt the signals correctly.

Where can I find a detailed wiring diagram for VGA to
AV cables?
Detailed wiring diagrams can be found on electronics hobbyist websites, DIY forums, or
technical datasheets for VGA and AV standards. Searching for 'VGA to AV wiring diagram'
online will provide visual guides and schematics.

What precautions should I take when wiring a VGA to
AV cable?
Ensure proper grounding, avoid short circuits, use appropriate resistors and components
as per the wiring diagram, and verify connections with a multimeter before powering the
device to prevent damage.



Is a simple cable sufficient for converting VGA to AV, or
is an electronic circuit needed?
A simple cable typically cannot convert signals properly due to differences in signal types.
An active electronic circuit or a dedicated converter is usually required to ensure
compatibility and proper display quality.

Additional Resources
VGA to AV Cable Wiring Diagram: A Comprehensive Guide

When it comes to connecting older devices to modern displays, understanding the VGA to
AV cable wiring diagram is essential. This wiring diagram serves as a blueprint for
converting the analog VGA signal into a composite AV signal that can be recognized by
TVs, projectors, or other display units that do not support VGA inputs. Whether you're
attempting to connect a vintage computer to a TV or repurpose an old gaming console,
grasping the wiring intricacies ensures a seamless signal transfer and optimal picture
quality.

---

Understanding VGA and AV Signals

Before diving into wiring diagrams, it's crucial to understand the fundamental differences
between VGA and AV signals.

VGA Signal Characteristics
- Analog video signal primarily used for computer monitors.
- Transmits separate red, green, and blue color signals (RGB) along with horizontal and
vertical sync signals.
- Typically employs a 15-pin D-sub connector.
- Supports higher resolutions and sharper images compared to composite AV.

AV Signal Characteristics
- Usually refers to composite video or audio/video signals transmitted via RCA connectors.
- Combines video signals into a single channel, resulting in lower resolution and picture
quality.
- Used for older TVs, VCRs, and gaming consoles.
- Usually uses yellow RCA for video, with red and white for stereo audio.

---



Why Use a VGA to AV Cable?

Converting VGA to AV is common when trying to connect:

- A computer with VGA output to a television with AV input.
- An older gaming console or DVD player to a modern display.
- Any device that outputs VGA to an older TV or projector that only accepts composite AV
signals.

Features & Benefits:
- Enables compatibility between legacy devices and modern displays.
- Cost-effective solution without requiring expensive converters.
- Simple wiring setup when diagrams are understood correctly.

Limitations:
- Signal conversion may lead to loss of image quality.
- Some conversions require active adapters with built-in electronics.
- Not all VGA signals are compatible with simple wiring diagrams; some may need
powered conversion.

---

Basic Components of a VGA to AV Wiring Diagram

Understanding the wiring diagram involves knowing the pinouts of both connectors.

VGA Connector Pinout (15-pin D-sub)
| Pin | Signal | Description |
|-------|---------|--------------|
| 1 | Red | Red video signal |
| 2 | Green | Green video signal |
| 3 | Blue | Blue video signal |
| 4 | Ground (Red) | Ground for red channel |
| 5 | Ground (Green) | Ground for green channel |
| 6 | Ground (Blue) | Ground for blue channel |
| 7 | Ground (Sync) | Ground for sync signals |
| 13 | Horizontal Sync | Horizontal synchronization |
| 14 | Vertical Sync | Vertical synchronization |
| 8-12, 15 | Not used or ID bits | Varies depending on



device |

Note: To convert VGA to AV, typically only the RGB
signals and sync signals are needed, but since AV only
carries composite video, additional circuitry is required.

---

AV (RCA) Connector Pinout
| Color | Signal | Description |
|---------|---------|--------------|
| Yellow | Composite Video | Combined video signal |
| Red | Right Audio | (if audio is transmitted) |
| White | Left Audio | (if audio is transmitted) |

For video-only conversion, only the yellow RCA is used.

---

Wiring Diagram for VGA to AV Conversion

A basic VGA to AV wiring involves connecting the RGB
signals and sync signals from the VGA connector to a
composite video signal that can be sent through RCA.

Typical wiring steps:

- VGA Red (Pin 1) → Video Input of converter / resistor
network → Yellow RCA (Composite Video)
- VGA Green (Pin 2) → same as above



- VGA Blue (Pin 3) → same as above
- Horizontal Sync (Pin 13) and Vertical Sync (Pin 14) →
combined and fed into a composite sync or used to
generate a composite video signal.

Important: Because VGA outputs separate RGB and sync
signals, a simple cable wiring is insufficient for proper
conversion. Usually, an active converter or a resistor
network is needed to combine RGB signals into a
composite video signal.

---

DIY VGA to AV Wiring Diagram: Step-by-Step

Constructing a DIY VGA to AV cable requires careful
wiring and sometimes additional electronic
components.

Materials Needed:
- VGA connector (15-pin D-sub)
- RCA connector (yellow)
- Resistors (typically 75Ω for video)
- Capacitors (for filtering, optional)
- Soldering iron and solder
- Shielded cable

Wiring Procedure:

1. Identify the signals:
- Connect VGA Pins 1, 2, 3 to the corresponding RGB



lines.
- Connect VGA Pins 13 and 14 to form the composite
sync signal.

2. Combine sync signals:
- Use resistors or a dedicated sync combiner circuit to
merge Horizontal and Vertical sync signals into one
composite sync line.

3. Create a composite video signal:
- Feed RGB signals through resistors into a summing
circuit or resistor network to generate a composite
video.
- Alternatively, use an active converter module that
handles this internally.

4. Connect to RCA:
- Solder the resulting composite video signal to the
center pin of the RCA connector.
- Connect grounds appropriately.

5. Testing:
- Use a multimeter to verify connections.
- Connect to a TV or monitor and test for proper image
display.

---

Active vs. Passive VGA to AV Converters

While DIY wiring is feasible, most users prefer ready-



made solutions.

Passive Cables
- Rely solely on wiring; limited compatibility.
- May not produce a usable image due to signal
incompatibility.
- Suitable for short-distance signals or devices with
compatible outputs.

Active Converters
- Contain electronics that convert RGB + sync signals
into composite video.
- Often powered via USB or external power source.
- Provide better image quality and compatibility.

Features & Benefits of Active Converters:
- Ensure proper signal conversion.
- Support higher resolutions.
- Often include audio support.

Cons:
- Cost more than simple cables.
- Require power supply.

---

Common Wiring Diagram Examples

Example 1: Simple Passive Connection (Not
Recommended for High-Quality Output)
- Connect VGA Pin 1 (Red) to RCA Yellow (Video)



- Connect VGA Pin 2 (Green) to RCA Yellow (Video)
- Connect VGA Pin 3 (Blue) to RCA Yellow (Video)
- Connect grounds accordingly
- Sync signals are not properly combined, leading to
poor image quality

Example 2: Active Converter Setup
- Use a VGA to AV converter box
- Connect VGA source to the converter's VGA input
- Connect the converter's RCA output to the TV
- Power the converter if required

---

Pros and Cons of VGA to AV Wiring Diagrams

Pros:
- Facilitates connection between legacy devices and
modern displays
- Cost-effective solutions, especially DIY wiring
- Widely available components and schematics

Cons:
- Often results in degraded image quality due to
conversion
- DIY wiring can be complex and may require electronic
knowledge
- Not suitable for high-definition signals; limited to
standard definition
- Active converters add to cost and complexity



---

Conclusion

Understanding the VGA to AV cable wiring diagram is
vital for anyone looking to connect older devices with
VGA output to TVs or projectors that only accept
composite AV signals. While simple wiring can suffice
for low-quality signals or short distances, employing
active converters ensures better image fidelity and
compatibility. Whether opting for a DIY wiring approach
or purchasing a ready-made converter, knowing the
pinouts, signal requirements, and wiring techniques
ensures successful connections. With the proper
diagram and components, bridging the gap between
legacy and modern technology becomes straightforward,
expanding the utility and lifespan of vintage devices.

---

Final Tips:
- Always verify pinouts before wiring.
- Use shielded cables to reduce interference.
- Test connections with a multimeter before powering
devices.
- Consider active converters for better results, especially
when dealing with higher resolutions or longer cable
runs.

By mastering the wiring diagram and understanding the
signal conversions involved, users can effectively



connect and enjoy their vintage hardware on
contemporary displays.
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