
redken conversion chart
Redken conversion chart is an essential tool for professional hairstylists and color
enthusiasts alike. Whether you're transitioning from one brand to another, aiming to
understand how different shades and formulations correspond, or seeking to ensure precise
color matching, a reliable conversion chart can be your best friend. In this comprehensive
guide, we will explore everything you need to know about the Redken conversion chart,
including its importance, how to use it effectively, and tips for achieving flawless hair color
results.

Understanding the Redken Conversion Chart

What Is a Redken Conversion Chart?
A Redken conversion chart is a reference tool that helps hair professionals translate colors,
shades, and formulations between Redken's color lines and other hair color brands. It
typically includes information on:
- Shade equivalencies
- Developer strengths
- Tonality conversions
- Formulation adjustments

Having this chart ensures consistency in color results, especially when switching from a
different brand to Redken or vice versa. It minimizes errors, saves time, and enhances
client satisfaction.

Why Is a Conversion Chart Important?
Color formulation is complex, involving variables like pigment levels, undertones, developer
volume, and processing time. When moving between brands, these variables change, which
can lead to unexpected results. The conversion chart acts as a guide to:
- Maintain color accuracy
- Achieve desired tones
- Avoid over-processing or under-processing
- Save on trial and error

For salons and individual users, understanding the nuances of color conversion is vital to
delivering professional, predictable hair color results.

Key Components of the Redken Conversion Chart



Shade Equivalencies
This section of the chart shows how specific shades from other brands compare to Redken
shades. For example:
- If a client previously used a "Light Ash Blonde" from another brand, the chart indicates the
closest Redken equivalent.
- It helps in selecting the right shade when transitioning to Redken products.

Developer Compatibility and Conversion
Different brands have different developer strengths, such as 10, 20, 30, or 40 volume. The
chart guides users on:
- How to adjust formulations when switching brands
- Which developer volume to use for specific results
- How to modify processing times accordingly

Color Tonality and Pigmentation
Understanding how a color's tonality (ash, gold, copper, neutral) translates across brands is
crucial. The chart provides:
- Tonality matching tips
- How to alter formulations for desired undertones
- Guidance on neutralizing unwanted tones

How to Use the Redken Conversion Chart
Effectively

Step 1: Identify the Current or Desired Color
Begin by determining the exact shade or tone you're working with or aiming for. Gather
details such as:
- Brand name
- Shade number or name
- Underlying tones

Step 2: Locate the Corresponding Redken Shade
Using the conversion chart:
- Find the current or target shade in the other brand's column
- Identify the corresponding Redken shade
- Note any recommended formulation adjustments



Step 3: Adjust Developer and Processing Time
Based on the chart:
- Determine if a different developer volume is necessary
- Modify processing times to achieve the desired result
- Keep in mind that Redken products may have specific instructions for optimal results

Step 4: Formulate and Test
Before applying to the whole head:
- Conduct a patch or strand test
- Adjust formulation if needed based on test results

Step 5: Apply and Monitor
Apply the color as per instructions:
- Keep an eye on processing time
- Rinse and evaluate the outcome
- Make any necessary adjustments for future applications

Common Scenarios Where Redken Conversion
Chart Is Useful

1. Switching from Other Brands
Many clients or salons prefer Redken for its vibrant shades and reliable formulations. When
switching from brands like Wella, L’Oréal, or Schwarzkopf, the conversion chart guides:
- Shade equivalencies
- Developer adjustments
- Tonality matching

2. Correcting or Adjusting Existing Color
If a previous color needs toning down or adjusting, understanding how Redken shades
correspond helps in:
- Formulating correct toners
- Neutralizing unwanted hues
- Enhancing hair vibrancy

3. Achieving Consistent Results Across Multiple Clients
Standardizing shades and formulations across a salon ensures consistency. The conversion
chart helps maintain a professional standard.



Tips for Accurate Color Conversion with Redken

Always perform a strand test: This minimizes surprises and helps optimize
formulations.

Understand underlying tones: Recognize that different brands may interpret
shades differently; adjust formulations accordingly.

Use the latest chart versions: Brands update their shades and formulations
periodically; ensure you're referencing the most current conversion charts.

Maintain accurate records: Document formulations and results for future reference
to refine your process.

Consult with Redken professionals: When in doubt, reach out to Redken
educators or support for guidance.

Additional Resources and Tools

Redken Color Charts and Brochures
Redken offers detailed color charts that are often available at professional salons or
through official distributors. These charts provide visual guides and detailed descriptions
that complement conversion charts.

Online Conversion Tools
Several websites and apps can assist with color conversions, but always cross-reference
with official charts for accuracy.

Training and Education
Participate in Redken's advanced color training courses to deepen understanding of color
theory and formulation techniques. These programs often include practical sessions on
conversions and formulation adjustments.

Conclusion
A Redken conversion chart is an invaluable resource for ensuring precise, predictable
hair color results. By understanding how to read and apply the chart effectively, hairstylists
and color enthusiasts can seamlessly transition between brands, correct unwanted tones,



and maintain consistency across their work. Remember, the key to successful hair coloring
lies in knowledge, preparation, and continuous learning. Utilizing the conversion chart
thoughtfully, coupled with proper testing and formulation adjustments, will elevate your
coloring expertise and lead to satisfied clients with beautiful, vibrant hair.

Stay updated and always refer to the latest Redken resources to maximize your coloring
success!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Redken conversion chart?
The Redken conversion chart helps professionals and consumers accurately convert hair
color formulas, shades, or developer levels between different Redken products to ensure
consistent results.

How do I use the Redken conversion chart for mixing
hair color?
To use the chart, locate your current Redken color or developer level and find the
corresponding equivalent shade or developer strength in the chart to adjust your formula
accordingly.

Can I rely solely on the Redken conversion chart for
complex coloring procedures?
While the conversion chart provides helpful guidance, it's recommended to consult a
professional or perform strand tests for complex procedures to ensure desired results and
avoid mishaps.

Where can I find the latest Redken conversion chart?
The latest Redken conversion chart can typically be found on the official Redken website,
through authorized distributors, or in professional Redken training materials.

Is the Redken conversion chart applicable to all Redken
hair color lines?
The chart is designed to assist with most Redken color lines, but always verify
compatibility, especially when switching between different product families like Shades EQ,
Color Fusion, or Blondage.

Why is it important to use a Redken conversion chart



when switching products?
Using a conversion chart helps maintain color consistency, prevents unexpected results,
and ensures safe formulation when transitioning between different Redken products or
shades.

Additional Resources
Redken Conversion Chart: A Comprehensive Guide for Color Professionals and Enthusiasts

In the dynamic world of professional hair coloring, staying current with product lines,
formulations, and color standards is essential for stylists, colorists, and enthusiasts alike.
Among the many tools that facilitate precise and consistent color application, the Redken
Conversion Chart stands out as an invaluable resource. This guide aims to explore the
depths of the Redken Conversion Chart, examining its purpose, structure, application, and
how it serves as a bridge between different coloring systems. Whether you're a seasoned
colorist or a curious enthusiast, understanding this conversion chart can significantly
enhance your ability to achieve predictable, vibrant results.

---

Understanding the Need for a Conversion Chart in
Hair Coloring

The Complexity of Hair Color Systems

Hair coloring involves a multitude of products, each with its unique formulations, developer
strengths, and nomenclature. Major brands like Redken, Wella, L'Oréal, and Schwarzkopf
have their proprietary color lines, which can sometimes be confusing when attempting to
match shades or replicate results across brands.

For professionals working in multi-brand salons or those transitioning between product
lines, discrepancies in color references pose a challenge. Inconsistent shade naming
conventions and different underlying technologies can lead to miscommunication and
subpar results.

The Role of a Conversion Chart

A Redken Conversion Chart serves as an essential reference tool that translates color
codes, levels, and shades from Redken's system to other brands or standards, and vice
versa. It helps:

- Ensure color consistency across different product lines.



- Facilitate accurate color matching when switching brands.
- Educate professionals on how different formulations relate to each other.
- Reduce trial-and-error, saving time and materials.

By understanding how Redken's shades correspond to other systems, professionals can
confidently develop color formulas, troubleshoot issues, and provide clients with predictable
results.

---

Structure and Components of the Redken
Conversion Chart

Color Level System

Redken, like many brands, classifies hair colors by levels, typically ranging from 1 (Black) to
10 (Light Blonde). The conversion chart aligns these levels with other brands’ standards,
such as:

- Wella
- L'Oréal
- Schwarzkopf
- Goldwell

This allows professionals to identify equivalent shades across different product lines.

Shade Families and Tone Descriptors

Redken shades are organized into families like:

- Natural (N)
- Ash (A)
- Gold (G)
- Copper (C)
- Mahogany (M)

The conversion chart indicates how these descriptors translate into other brands’ tone
labels, such as:

- Cool (C)
- Neutral (N)
- Warm (W)
- Red (R)



This helps in achieving the desired tone, especially when mixing shades from different
lines.

Formulation Guidance and Interchangeability

Beyond just levels and tones, some conversion charts include:

- Developer strengths compatible with each shade.
- Mixing ratios.
- Recommendations for achieving specific results when switching brands.

This comprehensive data assists colorists in adapting formulas accurately.

---

How to Use the Redken Conversion Chart
Effectively

Step-by-Step Approach

1. Identify the Original Shade and Level
Start by noting the Redken shade and level you intend to match or convert.

2. Locate the Shade on the Conversion Chart
Find the corresponding level and tone within the Redken system.

3. Determine the Target Brand or System
Decide which brand or standard you need to convert to, whether for a client’s preferred
product, a specific formulation, or inventory considerations.

4. Find the Equivalent Shade
Use the chart to locate the matching shade in the target brand’s list, paying attention to
tone descriptors and formulation notes.

5. Adjust Formulations Accordingly
Based on the conversion, adapt the developer, processing time, and mixing ratios to suit
the new product’s specifications.

6. Perform a Strand Test
Always validate the conversion with a strand test before full application to ensure the
desired result.

---



Practical Examples

- Example 1: Converting a Redken 7N (Light Natural Blonde) to a Wella equivalent.
The chart may indicate that Wella’s equivalent is 8N, considering Wella’s level scale slightly
differs.

- Example 2: Matching a Redken 6A (Light Ash) with a Schwarzkopf shade.
The conversion chart might suggest using Schwarzkopf’s 6A or a similar tone, with notes on
tonality adjustments.

---

Limitations and Considerations of the Redken
Conversion Chart

Variability in Shade Perception

Colors can appear differently depending on underlying hair, lighting conditions, and
application techniques. Conversion charts provide a guideline but are not foolproof.

Differences in Formulation Technologies

Each brand’s technology can influence how a shade develops, especially concerning:

- Underlying pigment base
- Oxidation process
- Developer compatibility

These factors mean that direct one-to-one conversions may not always yield identical
results.

Necessity of Professional Judgment

While the conversion chart is a valuable tool, professional judgment, experience, and
testing are essential to fine-tune results. Relying solely on the chart without contextual
knowledge can lead to undesired outcomes.

---



Advancements and Digital Tools Related to
Redken Conversion

Digital and Interactive Conversion Tools

In recent years, some brands and third-party developers have created digital apps and
online databases that incorporate conversion charts, making real-time conversions more
accessible and interactive.

Advantages include:

- Instantaneous updates
- Customized recommendations
- Integration with formulation calculators

Educational Resources and Training

Redken and other professional brands offer training programs that include understanding
their color systems and how to utilize conversion charts effectively.

These programs often incorporate case studies and practical exercises to deepen
understanding.

---

Conclusion: The Value of the Redken Conversion
Chart in Modern Hair Coloring

The Redken Conversion Chart is more than just a reference—it's a strategic tool that
empowers professionals to navigate the complex landscape of hair color formulations with
confidence. Its utility spans from ensuring consistency and accuracy in color matching to
facilitating smooth transitions between product lines, especially in multi-brand salon
environments.

However, it is essential to recognize its limitations. No chart can replace the nuanced
judgment of a skilled colorist, nor can it account for every individual hair condition or
desired outcome. Therefore, the most effective use of the conversion chart involves
integrating it with practical experience, strand testing, and a thorough understanding of
each brand’s unique technologies.

As hair coloring continues to evolve with innovations in formulations and digital tools, the
foundational knowledge provided by conversion charts remains a cornerstone of
professional competency. For those committed to delivering vibrant, predictable results,



mastering the Redken Conversion Chart is a step toward achieving excellence in hair
artistry.

---

In Summary:

- The Redken Conversion Chart bridges different color systems and standards.
- It details levels, shades, tones, and formulation considerations.
- Its effective use improves color accuracy and consistency.
- Limitations underscore the importance of professional judgment and testing.
- Digital advancements enhance accessibility and precision.

By investing time in understanding and utilizing the Redken Conversion Chart, hair
professionals can elevate their craft, ensuring clients leave with the precise, beautiful
results they desire.
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