lyrics hail mary gentle woman

lyrics hail mary gentle woman is a phrase that resonates deeply with many
music enthusiasts and spiritual listeners alike. This captivating lyric is
often associated with songs that evoke themes of faith, hope, serenity, and
divine maternal care. When exploring the phrase, one is often drawn into a
world of musical storytelling that combines lyrical poetry with profound
spiritual symbolism. In this comprehensive article, we will delve into the
origins, interpretations, and significance of the lyrics "Hail Mary gentle
woman, " analyze notable songs that feature this phrase, and explore its
cultural and spiritual impact.

Understanding the Phrase "Hail Mary Gentle
Woman"

Origins and Context

The phrase "Hail Mary gentle woman" is deeply rooted in Christian tradition,
particularly in the context of the Catholic prayer known as the "Hail Mary."
The prayer itself is a supplication to the Virgin Mary, honoring her as the
mother of Jesus Christ and seeking her intercession. The phrase "Hail Mary"
is derived directly from this prayer, which begins with the salutation: "Hail
Mary, full of grace."

The addition of "gentle woman" evokes a sense of tenderness, compassion, and
maternal grace. It emphasizes the compassionate and nurturing qualities
attributed to Mary, often depicted as a gentle and loving mother figure in
religious and cultural narratives.

Musical Significance of "Hail Mary Gentle
Woman*"

Notable Songs Incorporating the Phrase

Several songs across different genres have used the phrase "Hail Mary gentle
woman" or similar variations to convey spiritual devotion, emotional



vulnerability, or poetic admiration. Some notable examples include:

e "Hail Mary" by 2Pac: While not directly using the phrase, the song
references the concept of calling out for divine intervention and
protection, often associated with the prayer's themes.

» "Gentle Woman" by Kathy Troccoli: A worship song that emphasizes Mary'’s
gentle, nurturing qualities and invites listeners to reflect on divine
grace.

e "Hail Mary" by Madonna: A dramatic and provocative song that uses the
phrase metaphorically to express themes of salvation and despair.

While these songs differ in genre and message, the common thread is the
invocation of Mary’s qualities—her gentleness, compassion, and spiritual
significance.

Lyrics Analysis and Themes

When analyzing specific lyrics that include "Hail Mary" and "gentle woman,"
several recurring themes emerge:

- Spiritual Devotion: Many songs use the phrase to express reverence and
prayerful supplication.

- Maternal Comfort: The imagery of a gentle woman evokes feelings of safety,
nurture, and unconditional love.

- Seeking Intervention: Lyrics may depict a plea for help or guidance during
times of hardship.

- Peace and Serenity: The phrase often symbolizes calmness amidst chaos.

Deeper Interpretation of "Hail Mary Gentle
Woman"

Theological and Cultural Perspectives

From a religious standpoint, invoking "Hail Mary" connects listeners with
centuries of tradition and faith. The phrase "gentle woman" underscores
Mary's virtues of humility, patience, and maternal care, serving as a
reminder of divine compassion.



Culturally, the phrase has transcended religious boundaries to symbolize
universal themes of hope, comfort, and resilience. It has inspired countless
musical works, poetry, and art that celebrate the nurturing qualities of
women and divine figures.

Symbolism in Lyrics

- Mary as a Symbol of Hope: The "gentle woman" represents hope in times of
despair.

- Divine Feminine: The phrase highlights the power and importance of feminine
divine energy.

- Inner Peace: Lyrics often aim to evoke a sense of calm and reassurance.

How "Hail Mary Gentle Woman" Influences Music
and Culture

Impact on Music Composition and Lyrics

Artists frequently incorporate religious and spiritual themes to deepen the
emotional resonance of their compositions. The phrase "Hail Mary gentle
woman" serves as a poetic invocation that enriches lyrical narratives,
especially in genres such as gospel, worship, R&B, and even mainstream pop.

In many songs, the phrase acts as a refrain or chorus, anchoring the song’s
spiritual message and connecting listeners to a sense of divine presence.

Influence on Popular Culture

Beyond music, the phrase has permeated popular culture, appearing in movies,
literature, and art. It often symbolizes maternal strength, spiritual refuge,
and hope.

Creating Your Own Lyrics Inspired by "Hail Mary
Gentle Woman"

If you're inspired to craft your own lyrics or poetic expressions around the



themes of "Hail Mary gentle woman," consider the following tips:

1. Focus on Virtues: Highlight qualities such as compassion, humility, and
strength.

2. Use Imagery: Incorporate visual descriptions that evoke serenity and
maternal warmth.

3. Incorporate Spiritual Elements: Reference prayer, divine intervention,
or hope.

4. Express Personal Emotions: Convey feelings of longing, gratitude, or
reassurance.

Sample lyric snippet:

"Hail Mary, gentle woman,

Your love is like the morning sun,
Guiding me through storms and shadows,
A beacon when the night is long."

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of "Hail Mary
Gentle Woman"

The phrase "Hail Mary gentle woman" carries profound spiritual, cultural, and
emotional significance. Its usage in lyrics and songs reflects a universal
longing for comfort, hope, and divine grace. Whether invoked in prayer, sung
in worship, or expressed through music, this phrase continues to inspire and
soothe hearts across generations.

By understanding its origins, themes, and cultural impact, listeners and
creators alike can appreciate the depth and beauty embedded within these
simple yet powerful words. As a symbol of maternal compassion and divine
hope, "Hail Mary gentle woman" remains a timeless phrase that resonates
deeply within the human soul.

Meta Description: Discover the meaning, origins, and cultural significance of
the lyrics "Hail Mary gentle woman." Explore notable songs, themes, and how
this phrase inspires music and spiritual reflection.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning behind the lyrics 'Hail Mary
gentle woman'?

The lyrics 'Hail Mary gentle woman' evoke a sense of reverence and tenderness
towards the Virgin Mary, emphasizing her gentle and compassionate nature in
spiritual and poetic contexts.

Which song features the lyrics 'Hail Mary gentle
woman'?

The phrase 'Hail Mary gentle woman' appears in the song 'Hail Mary' by 2Pac,
which is a tribute and reflection on life, faith, and struggle.

Are the lyrics 'Hail Mary gentle woman' inspired by
religious themes?

Yes, the lyrics are inspired by religious themes, referencing the Virgin Mary
and her qualities of gentleness and grace, often used to symbolize hope and
compassion.

Who is the artist most associated with the 1lyrics
'Hail Mary gentle woman'?

The phrase is most notably associated with 2Pac's song 'Hail Mary,' though
similar themes can be found in religious hymns and poetic works honoring
Mary.

What is the significance of the phrase 'Hail Mary
gentle woman' in popular culture?

The phrase symbolizes a blend of spiritual reverence and gentle strength,
often used in music and literature to evoke themes of faith, protection, and
compassion.

Can 'Hail Mary gentle woman' be interpreted as a
metaphor in songwriting?

Yes, it can serve as a metaphor for a nurturing, protective figure or a call
for divine intervention wrapped in a tender, respectful tone.

Are there any modern songs that reference 'Hail



Mary' and similar themes?

Yes, many modern artists incorporate the themes of 'Hail Mary' and references
to the Virgin Mary or similar imagery to convey messages of hope, resilience,
and spirituality in their music.

Additional Resources

Lyrics Hail Mary Gentle Woman: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Spiritual and
Artistic Significance

Introduction: The Power of "Hail Mary Gentle
Woman"

In the realm of sacred music and spiritual poetry, certain phrases and
compositions resonate deeply within the hearts of believers and listeners
alike. Among these, the phrase "Hail Mary Gentle Woman" stands out as a
poignant invocation of Mary, the mother of Jesus, embodying both reverence
and tenderness. This phrase is often associated with a hymn of the same name,
composed by Steve Angrisano and Sarah Hart, which has become a staple in
Catholic liturgical music and devotional settings. Its lyrics encapsulate a
gentle yet profound call for Mary's intercession and embody a sense of serene
devotion.

This article aims to unravel the layers of meaning, musical composition, and
cultural significance behind the lyrics "Hail Mary Gentle Woman." We will
explore the song’s lyrical structure, thematic elements, historical context,
and its enduring influence within spiritual and musical communities. Whether
you're a devotee, a musicologist, or simply curious about its artistic depth,
this comprehensive review offers an expert-level insight into this revered
piece.

Understanding the Title and Its Significance

The Meaning of "Hail Mary" and "Gentle Woman"

The phrase "Hail Mary" is rooted in the biblical greeting from the Angel
Gabriel to Mary during the Annunciation, as recorded in Luke 1:28. The
greeting "Hail" signifies reverence and honor, and in Catholic tradition, it



forms the basis of the "Hail Mary" prayer, which seeks Mary's intercession.

Adding "Gentle Woman" softens this invocation, emphasizing Mary's compassion,
humility, and nurturing qualities. The adjective "gentle" conveys a sense of
serenity and kindness, inviting believers to approach Mary not just as a
figure of divine reverence but as a compassionate mother figure who
understands human struggles.

In essence:

- The phrase encapsulates a respectful greeting ("Hail Mary")

- It emphasizes Mary's gentle, nurturing nature ("Gentle Woman")

- It invites a personal, tender connection between the listener and the
divine

This combination creates a powerful imagery of a loving mother figure,
embodying both strength and tenderness—a central theme in the hymn's lyrics.

The Lyrics: Analyzing Composition and Themes

Overview of the Song's Lyrics

The lyrics of "Hail Mary Gentle Woman" are designed to evoke a sense of calm,
trust, and devotion. They often follow a simple, lyrical structure that
emphasizes repetition and meditative phrasing, fostering a contemplative
atmosphere.

A typical excerpt includes lines such as:

> Hail Mary, gentle woman,

> Quiet child, soft and mild,

> Blessed Mother, tender Mother,

> Rest on me, stay with me,

> Guide me, hold me, pray with me.

This structure repeats throughout the song, reinforcing the themes of trust
and maternal care.

Key lyrical themes include:

- Reverence for Mary: Recognizing her as the quintessential gentle woman and
mother figure.

- Seeking comfort: Invoking her tenderness during times of need.

- Intercession and guidance: Asking Mary to pray for and with the singer.

- Peace and serenity: Emphasizing calmness amidst life's chaos.



Lyric Analysis: Deep Dive into Meaning

The lyrics serve multiple functions:

- Expressing Devotion: Using simple, heartfelt words to foster a personal
connection.

- Encouraging Reflection: The repetitive nature encourages meditative
contemplation.

- Highlighting Mary's Qualities: "Gentle," "quiet," "soft," "mild," paint a
picture of a caring and compassionate maternal figure.

- Invoking Presence: Phrases like "rest on me" and "stay with me" create an
intimate sense of closeness and trust.

The lyrical simplicity allows listeners to internalize the message, making it
accessible for prayer, reflection, and communal singing.

Musical Composition and Its Impact

Musical Style and Arrangement

The song "Hail Mary Gentle Woman" is typically composed in a gentle, melodic
style characteristic of contemporary sacred music. It features:

- A slow to moderate tempo, fostering a meditative atmosphere.

- Simple chord progressions, often emphasizing major chords to evoke feelings
of peace.

- Minimal instrumentation, frequently just piano or acoustic guitar, allowing
the lyrics to take center stage.

- Harmonies that build softly, enhancing the sense of serenity.

This musical simplicity ensures that the focus remains on the lyrics'
spiritual message, making it accessible for congregational singing or
personal prayer.

Emotional and Spiritual Impact

The composition's gentle melody and repetitive structure create an immersive
experience. Listeners often report feelings of:

- Comfort and reassurance
- A sense of connection with the divine
- Inner peace amidst life's turmoil



The musical arrangement complements the lyrics' themes, reinforcing the idea
of Mary as a gentle, guiding presence.

Cultural and Liturgical Significance

Usage in Worship and Devotion

"Hail Mary Gentle Woman" has found its place in various religious contexts:

- Catholic liturgies: Often sung during Marian feast days or as part of
prayer meetings.

- Personal devotion: Used in individual prayer or meditation.

- Music ministries: Popular in retreats, prayer groups, and Christian
concerts.

Its accessible melody and heartfelt lyrics make it a favorite across age
groups and cultural backgrounds.

Influence and Legacy

The song’s popularity stems from its ability to distill Marian devotion into
a musical form that resonates emotionally and spiritually. It has inspired
numerous adaptations and has been included in hymnals and prayer book
compilations.

Furthermore, the lyrics' emphasis on Mary’s gentle qualities has contributed
to a broader cultural appreciation of her maternal role in faith.

Why "Hail Mary Gentle Woman" Continues to
Resonate

Universal Themes of Comfort and Maternal Care

At its core, the song captures universal human desires for comfort, guidance,
and love. The depiction of Mary as a gentle woman embodies these qualities,
making her accessible and relatable.



Timeless Relevance

In a world often characterized by chaos and noise, the song offers a
sanctuary of calm and reflection. Its lyrical emphasis on serenity and trust
speaks to ongoing spiritual needs across generations.

Artistic Quality and Simplicity

The song's melodic simplicity and lyrical clarity make it easy to sing,
memorize, and internalize—factors that contribute to its lasting appeal.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of "Hail Mary
Gentle Woman"

The phrase "Hail Mary Gentle Woman" encapsulates a profound blend of biblical
reverence, poetic tenderness, and musical simplicity. Its lyrics serve as
both a prayer and a meditation, inviting believers into a personal encounter
with Mary’s compassionate presence. Through its gentle melody and heartfelt
words, the song transcends mere musical composition to become a spiritual
balm—a testament to the enduring power of sacred music to inspire, comfort,
and unite.

Whether performed in sacred liturgies, personal prayer, or community worship,
"Hail Mary Gentle Woman" continues to touch hearts worldwide. Its lyrics
exemplify the beauty of humility, maternal care, and divine intercession,
making it a timeless ode to one of the most beloved figures in Christian
devotion.

In summary:

- The lyrics celebrate Mary's gentle, nurturing qualities.

- The musical composition enhances its meditative and calming effect.
- Its cultural significance continues to grow, inspiring devotion and
artistic expression alike.

- It remains a cherished piece that invites reflection, prayer, and
connection.

For anyone exploring the depths of Marian devotion through music, "Hail Mary

Gentle Woman" stands as a shining example of how simple words and melodies
can convey profound spiritual truths.

Note: This detailed review aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of



the lyrics and significance of "Hail Mary Gentle Woman." Whether you're a
musician, a devotional practitioner, or a curious reader, the song's enduring
appeal lies in its ability to evoke serenity and maternal love through
humble, heartfelt words and melodies.

Lyrics Hail Mary Gentle Woman

lyrics hail mary gentle woman: The Ascension Lenten Companion: Walking with Mary to
Jerusalem Fr. Mark Toups , 2025-01-23 Enter the heart of Mary as she accompanies Jesus to
Jerusalem. This Lenten prayer journal by Fr. Mark Toups includes insightful reflections, prayers, and
other resources to lead you through Lent day by day. Throughout Lent, you will draw closer to Jesus
Christ and experience his journey to Jerusalem from the perspective of the person who knows him
best: Mary, the Blessed Mother. By walking alongside Mary, your Lent will become an intimate
journey where you’ll share in her sorrows and love, drawing ever closer to the heart of Jesus. Each
day, in a few short pages, Fr. Toups provides you with aids to help guide your prayer: A word - Focus
on a single word each day to help you enter more deeply into the theme of that week’s readings. A
reflection - Read a short reflection and meditate on Scripture. A prompt - Journal every day. Write
down your thoughts and the stirrings in your heart as Our Lord and his Blessed Mother speak to you
this Lent. Features: 192 pages, including lined journal space. Access to weekly videos featuring Fr.
Mark Toups. Through his wisdom and prayer, you will find fresh insights into the liturgical readings
for Lent. Full-color original artwork by Mike Moyers to help you meditate. Family resources every
week are a helpful way for you to journey toward Christ’s Resurrection together as a family and keep
this season of preparation focused on Jesus’ saving love.

lyrics hail mary gentle woman: Creative Ideas for Worship with All Abilities Hazel
Bradley, Jim Cargin, 2021-04-16 This vital resource explores the essential considerations of pastoral
work with those with intellectual disabilities. Drawing on the vast experience of the L'Arche
community that fully includes and centers those with intellectual disabilities, this practical guide
offers ideas for imaginative worship to engage people with all abilities. It gives suggestions for
enabling participation and building familiarity while keeping worship fresh and varied, with
ready-to-use themed service outlines that are appropriate throughout the Christian year. It includes
a compendium of resources for creating your own acts of worship, including prayers, blessings,
stories, quotes, a directory of online resources, ideas for what to keep in a “liturgy box,” ideas or
seasonal decoration of the worship space, and many more resources from L’Arche. This book is
rooted in the belief that each human being is on a spiritual quest to find meaning in their life, and
while each person’s path is uniquely their own, we share the journey together. The important thing
is to encourage each other’s personal development, and celebrate the gifts and talents that emerge
within and for the whole community.

lyrics hail mary gentle woman: Grieving with Mary Mary K Doyle, 2009 More art, music and
literature have been devoted to Mary than to any other woman in history, and millions of believers
make hard pilgrimages to visit her shrines every day. But why do Catholics pray to Mary in times of
sorrow or need? And how does she help them develop a closer relationship to Christ? In Grieving
with Mary, author Mary K. Doyle finds comfort and healing in devotion to the Blessed Virgin. Doyle
walks readers through the illustrious history of the many ways Catholics have of approaching Mary,
and encourages readers to use one or more of the following to nurture their own personal
relationship with the Mother of God: [[Hymns and prayers [[Devotional art [[Shrines [[Rosary beads
[[Labyrinths [[Feasts and processions When Catholics pray to Mary (or any other saint), they ask for
her intercession. In prose that is clear and precise, Doyle makes clear that adoration of Mary does
not replace worshipping God, but rather draws believers closer to God. Ultimately, devo


https://oexd.emailarray.com/mt-one-003/lyrics-hail-mary-gentle-woman.pdf

lyrics hail mary gentle woman: Fidelity , 1987

lyrics hail mary gentle woman: Rosary: Is this Prayer Biblical? Alan Cajetan Fernandes,
2020-10-16 Rosary is the treasured prayer of the Church. Praying the Rosary together, families have
been built up in love and piety. In the Catholic spiritual tradition, the first prayers that children
babble are of those of the Rosary. This book is intended to enable catholic to understand what we
pray, and why we pray the Rosary prayer, so that we may pray it more meaningfully and joyfully,
with deeper love, affection, and respect to our Blessed Mother. The book is primarily apologetic in
nature, showing essentially how the prayer is Scriptural, and in the minimum explanation possible,
attempts to answer some common doubts raised by our brethren outside the Catholic fraternity. This
book is not an exhaustive theological treatise on the Rosary. It is written from a layman’s
perspective trying to include in it the necessary biblical and theological explanations. In the process,
I have relied heavily upon the Catechism of the Catholic Church to substantiate my arguments, since
in it we have the official teaching of the Church.

lyrics hail mary gentle woman: The Catholic Church John L. Allen Jr., 2013-03-20 Roman
Catholicism stands at a crossroads, a classic ""best of times, worst of times" moment. On the one
hand, the Catholic Church remains by far the largest branch of the worldwide Christian family, and
is growing at a remarkable clip. Yet the Church has also been rocked by a series of scandals related
to the sexual abuse of minors by clergy, and, even more devastating, the cover-up by the Church
hierarchy. The decade-long crisis has taken a massive financial toll, but the blow to both the internal
morale and the external moral standing of the Church has been even steeper. Today, the Church has
enormous residual strength and exciting future prospects, but also faces steep internal and external
challenges. The question of "whither Catholicism" is of vital public relevance, for believers and
non-believers alike. In The Catholic Church: What Everyone Needs to Know®, John L. Allen, Jr., one
of the world's leading authorities on the Vatican, offers an authoritative and accessible guide to the
past, present, and future of the Church What Everyone Needs to Know® is a registered trademark
of Oxford University Press.

lyrics hail mary gentle woman: English Lyrics , 1890

lyrics hail mary gentle woman: English Lyrics English lyrics, 1883

lyrics hail mary gentle woman: Seventeenth-century Lyrics Alexander Corbin Judson, 1927

lyrics hail mary gentle woman: English Lyrics William Ernest Henley, 1897

lyrics hail mary gentle woman: A Book of Seventeenth Century Lyrics Felix Emmanuel
Schelling, 1899

lyrics hail mary gentle woman: The Jesuits John W. O'Malley, Gauvin Alexander Bailey, Steven
J. Harris, T. Frank Kennedy, 2016-01-28 In recent years scholars in a range of disciplines have
begun to re-evaluate the history of the Society of Jesus. Approaching the subject with new questions
and methods, they have reconsidered the importance of the Society in many sectors, including those
related to the sciences and the arts. They have also looked at the Jesuits as emblematic of certain
traits of early modern Europeans, especially as those Europeans interacted with 'the Other' in Asia
and the Americas. Originating in an international conference held at Boston College in 1997, the
thirty-five essays here reflect this new historiographical trend. Focusing on the Old Society- the
Society before its suppression in 1773 by papal edict- they examine the worldwide Jesuit
undertaking in such fields as music, art, architecture, devotional writing, mathematics, physics,
astronomy, natural history, public performance, and education, and they give special attention to the
Jesuits' interaction with non-European cultures, in North and South America, China, India, and the
Philippines. A picture emerges not only of the individual Jesuit, who might be missionary, diplomat,
architect, and playwright over the course of his life in the Society, but also of the immense and
many-faceted Jesuit enterprise as forming a kind of 'cultural ecosystem'. The Jesuits of the Old
Society liked to think they had a way of proceeding special to themselves. The question, Was there a
Jesuit style, a Jesuit corporate culture? is the thread that runs through this interdisciplinary
collection of studies.

lyrics hail mary gentle woman: The Catholic Church John L. Allen, 2014 Roman Catholicism




stands at a crossroads, a classic ""best of times, worst of times" moment. On the one hand, the
Catholic Church remains by far the largest branch of the worldwide Christian family, and is growing
at a remarkable clip. Yet the Church has also been rocked by a series of scandals related to the
sexual abuse of minors by clergy, and, even more devastating, the cover-up by the Church hierarchy.
The decade-long crisis has taken a massive financial toll, but the blow to both the internal morale
and the external moral standing of the Church has been even steeper. Today, the Church has
enormous residual strength and exciting future prospects, but also faces steep internal and external
challenges. The question of "whither Catholicism" is of vital public relevance, for believers and
non-believers alike. In The Catholic Church: What Everyone Needs to Know, John L. Allen, Jr., one of
the world's leading authorities on the Vatican, offers an authoritative and accessible guide to the
past, present, and future of the Church. This updated edition includes a new chapter on the
resignation of Pope Benedict XVI, the election of Pope Francis, and his extraordinary tenure thus far.

lyrics hail mary gentle woman: See the Virgin Blest B. Spurr, 2016-04-30 This is a fascinating
literary-critical study of the ways the Virgin Mary has been presented in English poetry, from the
later Middle Ages to today. It includes several focused studies on a particular poet and his/her
representation of the Virgin, blending historical, theological and cultural issues with the dominant
literary-critical approach.

lyrics hail mary gentle woman: Music in Print Master Composer Index , 1995

lyrics hail mary gentle woman: Granger's Index to Poetry, 1962 Lists titles and first lines
of thousands of poems, and includes author and subject indexes.

lyrics hail mary gentle woman: The New Golden Treasury of Songs & Lyrics Ernest Rhys,
1926

lyrics hail mary gentle woman: Desire and Pleasure in Seventeenth-Century Music Susan
McClary, 2012-03-06 In this book, Susan McClary examines the mechanisms through which
seventeenth-century musicians simulated extreme affective states—desire, divine rapture, and
ecstatic pleasure. She demonstrates how every major genre of the period, from opera to religious
music to instrumental pieces based on dances, was part of this striving for heightened passions by
performers and listeners. While she analyzes the social and historical reasons for the high value
placed on expressive intensity in both secular and sacred music, and she also links desire and
pleasure to the many technical innovations of the period. McClary shows how musicians—whether
working within the contexts of the Reformation or Counter-Reformation, Absolutists courts or
commercial enterprises in Venice—were able to manipulate known procedures to produce radically
new ways of experiencing time and the Self.

lyrics hail mary gentle woman: May Crowning, Mass, and Merton Elizabeth M. Kelly,
2009-01-26 “Liz Kelly’s love of her Catholic faith is an inspiration. I highly recommend her wonderful
book.” —Matthew Kelly, New York Times best-selling author of The Rhythm of Life In May
Crowning, Mass, and Merton, Liz Kelly, a thirty-something writer and jazz singer, eagerly shares her
ardent love for the Catholic faith. While the beliefs of the church are important to Kelly, her passion
is really ignited by the holy people and places, the beloved rituals, and the rich spiritual traditions of
this living faith. She celebrates them here, with wit, affection, and candor. Kelly has realized that
“the litany of reasons to love being Catholic is extraordinary.” These include everything from the
crucifix, kneelers, and Ash Wednesday to Flannery O’Connor, the Swiss Guard, and Tenebrae.
Though she writes that, “Mine is not an extraordinary faith, so much as a faith growing a little
messy, a little rough and subversive around the edges,” it is a rich, inspiring faith, celebrated by a
fresh, young Catholic voice.

lyrics hail mary gentle woman: She Lives! Rev. Jann Aldredge-Clanton, PhD, 2014-09-29 Meet
the ministers and laypeople driving foundational Christian theological change and restoring
awareness of the sacred value of women and girls. “The Bible teaches that we are made in the image
and likeness of God; therefore, I must believe that there is a male and female expression of God....
Claim your divinity and walk in it every day, because you are fearfully and wonderfully made.”
—Rev. Dr. Susan Newman, “Claiming Our Divinity” In a world filled with injustice and violence, we




long for a new sacred symbolism to inspire transformation. Our yearning includes a widespread
hunger for visions of the Female Divine in church life and worship to restore gender-balance and
finally achieve just, equal and inclusive faith communities. This collection of engrossing narratives of
women and men trying to change the institutional church—and society—illuminates how reclaiming
multicultural female images of God extends beyond the sanctuary and into the community. Whether
you're searching for your own place in the church or you want to explore this growing movement,
these fascinating pioneers invite you to join the adventure of creating rituals that include Her,
affirming the sacred value of all people and all creation.
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