rheem model numbers

Rheem model numbers are essential identifiers for the various heating, cooling, and water heating
products manufactured by Rheem Manufacturing Company. Understanding how to interpret these
model numbers can help homeowners, technicians, and suppliers determine a unit’s specifications,
capacity, features, and compatibility. Whether you're selecting a new HVAC system, troubleshooting
an existing unit, or trying to find compatible replacement parts, decoding Rheem model numbers is a
vital step. This comprehensive guide will explore the structure of Rheem model numbers, what each
segment signifies, and how to utilize this information effectively.

Understanding Rheem Model Numbers: An Overview

Rheem model numbers serve as a coded language that succinctly conveys key information about a
product. These alphanumeric strings typically include details such as the type of unit, capacity,
efficiency rating, size, and series. Because Rheem manufactures a wide variety of
products—including air conditioners, heat pumps, furnaces, water heaters, and commercial HVAC
units—the model number format can vary depending on the product category.

However, most Rheem model numbers follow a consistent pattern that allows users to decipher
critical specifications quickly.

The Structure of Rheem Model Numbers

While Rheem's model number formats can differ among product lines, a typical Rheem model
number generally consists of a combination of letters and numbers structured to provide maximum
information in a concise format.

Basic Components of Rheem Model Numbers:

- Series or Line Indicator: Usually a letter or a group of letters indicating the product line or series.

- Capacity or Size Indicator: Numbers denoting the capacity, often in thousands of BTUs or tons.

- Efficiency or Model Variant: Additional digits or letters indicating efficiency ratings, features, or
specific variants.

- Additional Features or Options: Sometimes appended to specify optional features or configurations.

Decoding Rheem Air Conditioners and Heat Pumps



For central air conditioners and heat pumps, Rheem model numbers often follow a pattern such as:
Example: RAC-24AKAZ or RP20.

Common format:

- RAC / RPN / RAS: Series indicator (e.g., RAC for air conditioners, RPN for heat pumps)
- -: Separator

- 24: Capacity in thousands of BTUs (e.g., 24,000 BTUs) or tons (e.g., 2 tons)

- AKAZ.: Series or model-specific code indicating features, efficiency, or design.

Interpreting the example:

- RAC: Rheem Air Conditioner

- 24: 24,000 BTUs, roughly equivalent to 2 tons

- AKAZ: Model-specific features, such as inverter technology, efficiency rating, or special design

elements

Note: Rheem often uses a letter code to specify the efficiency level, such as "A" for high efficiency or
"C" for standard.

Decoding Rheem Water Heaters

Rheem water heater model numbers typically contain information about capacity, fuel type, and
features.

Example: PROE50 or RHEEM 50.

Common format:

- PROE / RHEEM: Series or product line

- 50: Capacity in gallons (e.g., 50 gallons)

- Additional letters/numbers: Indicate features like energy efficiency, venting type, or special
features

Sample breakdown:

- PROES5O0: Pro Series Electric water heater with 50-gallon capacity
- RU50: Rheem Ultra series, 50 gallons

Interpreting features:

- Letters such as "E" may denote electric models
- Numbers specify capacity directly



How to Read Rheem Model Numbers Effectively

To decode Rheem model numbers accurately, consider the following steps:

1. Identify the Product Line: Determine whether the unit is an air conditioner, furnace, water
heater, or another category based on the initial letters.

2. Examine Capacity Indicators: Look for numbers representing capacity, such as BTUs, tons,
or gallons.

3. Note Efficiency Ratings and Features: Letters or suffixes often indicate efficiency, special
features, or series variants.

4. Consult Rheem Documentation: For precise decoding, refer to Rheem product catalogs or
official manuals, as model number conventions can evolve.

Common Rheem Model Number Patterns and Their
Meanings

Below are some typical patterns and what they signify:

Air Conditioners & Heat Pumps

| Pattern Example | Meaning |

I I I

| RAC-24AKAZ | RAC: Rheem Air Conditioner; 24K BTU (2-ton); series AKAZ |
| RPN-36BJKAZ | RPN: Rheem Heat Pump; 36K BTU (3-ton); series BJKAZ |

| RAS-18AKAZ | RAS: Rheem Air Conditioner (smaller unit); 18K BTU |

Note: The last four letters often denote the series, efficiency, or special features.

Gas Furnaces & Boilers

| Pattern Example | Meaning |

| I |

| RGPH-80BVCN | RGPH: Rheem Gas Pack; 80,000 BTU; B series; CN features |
| RGL-80DVCN | RGL: Rheem Gas Line; 80,000 BTU; D series; CN features|




Water Heaters

| Pattern Example | Meaning |

I | |
| PROESO | PROE: Pro Series Electric; 50-gallon capacity |
| RUS0 | Rheem Ultra; 50-gallon capacity |

| XG50N | Commercial electric model; 50 gallons |

Why Knowing Your Rheem Model Number Matters

Understanding your Rheem model number offers numerous benefits:

- Accurate Replacement Parts: Ensures compatibility when ordering parts or accessories.

- Proper Maintenance & Servicing: Technicians can quickly identify the unit's specifications.

- Efficient Upgrades: Helps assess if a new unit or component is compatible with existing systems.

- Warranty & Support: Facilitates warranty claims and customer service by providing precise model
info.

Tips for Finding and Reading Rheem Model Numbers

- Location: Rheem model numbers are typically found on the data plate or label attached to the unit.
For water heaters, look near the top or side; for HVAC units, check the side panel or inside the
access panel.

- Clarity: Ensure the label is clean and legible when reading the model number.

- Documentation: Keep product manuals or receipts that list the model number for future reference.
- Online Resources: Use Rheem'’s official website or authorized dealer portals to verify model
information.

Conclusion



