MARINE COMMAND CODES LIST

MARINE CoMMAND CoDES LiIST

(UNDERST ANDING MARINE COMMAND CODES IS ESSENTIAL FOR EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION WITHIN NAVAL AND MARITIME
OPERATIONS. THESE STANDARDIZED CODES FACILITATE RAPID, CLEAR, AND UNAMBIGUOUS TRANSMISSION OF CRITICAL
INFORMATION AMONG VESSELS, AIRCRAFT, AND COMMAND CENTERS. W/ HETHER FOR NAVIGATION, SAFETY, OR OPERATIONAL
COMMANDS, MASTERING THE MARINE COMMAND CODES LIST ENHANCES COORDINATION, REDUCES MISUNDERSTANDINGS, AND
ENSURES MISSION SUCCESS.

INTRODUCTION TO MARINE CoOMMAND CODES

MARINE COMMAND CODES ARE A SET OF STANDARDIZED SIGNALS, ABBREVIATIONS, AND PHRASES USED BY NAVAL PERSONNEL TO
CONVEY INSTRUCTIONS, STATUS UPDATES, AND RESPONSES EFFICIENTLY. THESE CODES ARE PART OF A BROADER
COMMUNICATION PROTOCOL DESIGNED TO OPERATE IN COMPLEX, OFTEN HIGH-STAKES ENVIRONMENTS WHERE CLARITY AND SPEED
ARE PARAMOUNT.

THE CODES COVER VARIOUS ASPECTS OF MARITIME OPERATIONS, INCLUDING NAVIGATION, SAFETY, COMBAT, AND EMERGENCY

PROCEDURES. THEY ARE USED IN RADIO COMMUNICATIONS, VISUAL SIGNALS, AND WRITTEN MESSAGES, ENSURING CONSISTENCY
ACROSS DIFFERENT VESSELS AND COMMAND UNITS \WORLDW!IDE.

CATeEGORIES OF MARINE CoMMAND CODES

MARINE COMMAND CODES CAN BE BROADLY CATEGORIZED BASED ON THEIR APPLICATION AND COMMUNICATION MEDIUM. THE
PRIMARY CATEGORIES INCLUDE:

1. Rapio CoMMUNICATION CODES

THESE ARE USED DURING VOICE OR DATA TRANSMISSIONS OVER RADIO CHANNELS TO ABBREVIATE INSTRUCTIONS AND REPORTS.

2. VisuAL SiGNAL CoDEes

UTiLize FLAGS, LIGHTS, OR OTHER VISUAL SIGNALS FOR COMMUNICATION, ESPECIALLY WHEN RADIO SILENCE IS REQUIRED.

3. EMERGENCY AND SAFETY CODES

STANDARDS FOR DISTRESS SIGNALS, SAFETY PROCEDURES, AND EMERGENCY RESPONSES.

4. OPERATIONAL AND T ACTICAL CODES

USED FOR MISSION-SPECIFIC COMMANDS, NAVIGATION, AND COMBAT OPERATIONS.



5. INTERNAL CoMMAND CODES

SPECIFIC TO CREW OPERATIONS, MAINTENANCE, AND INTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS.

CoMMoN MARINE CoMMAND CoDES AND THEIR MEANINGS

BELOW IS A COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF WIDELY RECOGNIZED MARINE COMMAND CODES, THEIR ABBREVIATIONS, AND EXPLANATIONS.

Rabio CoMmunicaTION CoDEs

1. ALpHA (A) = “ALPHA" SIGNIFIES “| HAVE A DIVER DOWN; KEEP WELL CLEAR AT SLOW SPEED.”
2. Bravo (B) - “BrAVO” INDICATES “| AM TAKING ON OR DISCHARGING DANGEROUS CARGO."”
3. CHARLEE (C) - “CHARLIE” MEANS “YES” OR “ AFFIRMATIVE.”
4. DeLTA (D) - “DELTA"” SIGNIFIES “| AM MANEUVERING WITH DIFFICULTY.”
5. EcHo (E) - “EcHo” MEANS “| AM ALTERING MY COURSE TO PORT.”
6. FoxTroT (F) - “"FOXTROT" INDICATES “MY ENGINES ARE RUNNING ASTERN.”
7. GoLF (G) - “GoLF” MEANS “| AM OPERATING IN RESTRICTED MANEUVERING CAPABILITY.”
8. HoTeL (H) - “"HoTeL” SIGNIFIES | REQUIRE ASSISTANCE.”
9. Inpia (I) - “INDIA” MEANS | AM OPERATING IN RESTRICTED VISIBILITY.”
10. JuLieT (J) - “JULIET” INDICATES | AM PROCEEDING TO A DESIGNATED POINT.”
11. Kio (K) - “KiLo” sIGNIFIES “| AM MANEUVERING AT SLOW SPEED.”
12. LiMa (L) - “LIMA” MEANS “MY ENGINES ARE RUNNING AT FULL SPEED.”
13. Mike (M) - “Mike” INDICATES “MY VESSEL IS IN TOw.”
14. Novemser (N) - “NovemBer” SIGNIFIES “No” or “NEGATIVE.”
15. Oscar (O) - “Oscar” INDICATES “MAN OVERBOARD.”
16. PaPA (P) - “PAPA” MEANS “ALL STATIONS, THIS IS A PRIORITY MESSAGE."”
7/
17. Quesec (Q) - "QUEBEC” SIGNIFIES “MY VESSEL IS READY TO RECEIVE MESSAGES.”
18. RoMeo (R) - “RoMEO” INDICATES “PREPARING TO SAIL.”
19. SierrA (S) - “SIErRA” SIGNIFIES “MY VESSEL IS IN DISTRESS.”
20. TanGo (T) - “TaNGO” MEANS “TRAFFIC OR OPERATIONS ARE ACTIVE.”

27. UNIForM (U) - “UNIFORM” INDICATES “YOU ARE OPERATING IN RESTRICTED VISIBILITY.”



22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

VicTor (V) - “VicTor” SIGNIFIES “| REQUIRE ASSISTANCE.”

WHiskey (W) — “\WHiskeY” INDICATES “| AM PROCEEDING WITH CAUTION.”
X-rAY (X) - “X-RAY" SIGNIFIES “STOP ALL OPERATIONS.”

Y ankee (Y) - “Y ANkee” MEANS “I AM IN POSITION.”

ZuLu (Z) - “ZuLu” INDICATES “ALL CLEAR; OPERATION COMPLETE.”

VisuAL SiGNAL Copes (FLAGS AND LIGHTS)

10.

11.

12.
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. ALPHA FLAG: DIVER DOWN — KEEP WELL CLEAR AT SLOW SPEED.

. BRAVO FLAG: DANGEROUS CARGO OR EXPLOSIVE CARGO.

. CHARLIE FLAG: AFFIRMATIVE OR YES.

DeLTA FLAG: MANEUVERING WITH DIFFICULTY OR IN DISTRESS.

. EcHo FLAG: ALTERING COURSE TO PORT.
. FOXTROT FLAG: ENGINES RUNNING ASTERN.
. GOLF FLAG: RESTRICTED MANEUVERING CAPABILITY.

. HoTeL FLAG: ASSISTANCE REQUIRED.

INDIA FLAG: RESTRICTED VISIBILITY OPERATIONS.

JULIET FLAG: PROCEEDING TO A DESIGNATED POINT.

KiLo FLAG: MANEUVERING AT SLOW SPEED.

LiMA FLAG: ENGINES AT FULL SPEED.

Mike FLAG: VESSEL IN TOW.

NoVEMBER FLAG: NEGATIVE OR NO.

OscAR FLAG: MAN OVERBOARD.

PAPA FLAG: PRIORITY MESSAGE OR COMMAND.
QuEBEC FLAG: READY TO RECEIVE MESSAGES.
RoMEO FLAG: PREPARING TO SAIL OR DEPART.
SIERRA FLAG: VESSEL IN DISTRESS.

TANGO FLAG: TRAFFIC OR OPERATIONAL ACTIVITY.
UNIFORM FLAG: RESTRICTED VISIBILITY OPERATION.

VICTOR FLAG: ASSISTANCE REQUIRED.



23. WHISKeY FLAG: PROCEED WITH CAUTION.
24. X-RAY FLAG: STOP ALL OPERATIONS.
25. YANKEE FLAG: IN POSITION OR READY.

26. ZULU FLAG: ALL CLEAR; OPERATION COMPLETE.

EMERGENCY AND SAFETY CODES

EMERGENCY PROTOCOLS ARE VITAL IN MARITIME OPERATIONS, AND SPECIFIC CODES HELP STREAMLINE RESPONSES DURING CRISES.

DiSTRESS SIGNALS

MAYDAY: INTERNATIONAL DISTRESS CALL INDICATING GRAVE AND IMMINENT DANGER REQUIRING IMMEDIATE ASSISTANCE.

SOS: MORSE CODE SIGNAL ( e — — ¢ ) USED GLOBALLY TO INDICATE DISTRESS.

PAN-PAN: URGENCY SIGNAL INDICATING A SITUATION THAT IS URGENT BUT NOT IMMEDIATELY LIFE-THREATENING.

SecURITY (SECOM): SIGNAL INDICATING A SECURITY THREAT OR CONCERN.

SAFETY ProceDURES AND CODES

1. MAN OVERBOARD: SIGNAL USED TO ALERT CREW OF A PERSON FALLING OVERBOARD.
2. ABANDON SHIP: DIRECTIVE TO EVACUATE THE VESSEL IN AN EMERGENCY.
3. FIRE ONBOARD: ALERT FOR ONBOARD FIRE REQUIRING IMMEDIATE ACTION.

4. EVACUATION SIGNAL: SPECIFIC SIGNALS SUCH AS CONTINUOUS SOUNDING OF THE SHIP’S HORN OR FLASHING LIGHTS.

OPERATIONAL AND T ACTICAL CoMMAND CODES

THESE CODES ARE USED DURING SPECIFIC MISSIONS OR OPERATIONS, OFTEN TAILORED TO THE CONTEXT OF MILITARY OR
TACTICAL MARITIME ACTIVITIES.



NAVIGATION AND MOVEMENT COMMANDS

1. STEADY AS You ARE: MAINTAIN CURRENT COURSE AND SPEED.

2. CHANGE COURSE TO PORT: TURN VESSEL LEFT BY A SPECIFIED DEGREE.



